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the orioriginalnal Sspirit
ofthathanksgivingsaivingsgiving

thanksgiving is usually thought ofesof as 0 time when

peoplee tooklook back and count their blessings autbut the

first thanksgiving celcelebrationsebrationsebrations were by peoplepeqpl who hahadd

few obvious bleblessingsisingsssings

several of the pilgrims died inin the first winter in
massachusetts and the first harvest at the colonycolon was
poor virginias first thanksgiving ccelebration was

declared to celebrate theaffivalthe arrival ofot colonists at a town

site the community failed within the next three years

the first thanksgivingsthahksgivithanksgivingswerengs were not for achievementsI1 r

but for the promises of the future mandofmanyofmany of the colocolonistsni sti
hodhad faced jescrimdiscriminationdescriminationcriminationdes I1 nation infin england because of their

rereligionbigiiigion they had Uhopesoe s of bbuildingaldingui an0 newew lifeiffe inin a new

land

today the alaska nailnativei ve ppeopletop I1 e ifhoveQve hopes 0off bubuild-

ing

114

a new lifeliffinlifeinin an old land As at the first thanksgtthanksgtdivgiv
4 J

ings much of that newri4w bifjiflife is still prpromiseamise but in

many fields there are signsofsignssignsofot change

after 100 years somesom actionattic6 isi s being taken on ththe6

land claims issue kimuchch remains to be done to achieveachievachiele
r C

an occeptablesoliacceptable solutionu tion buttit the claims proposals have

moved to the potpointin t wheretkewhere4fliewheretKe native people canon take

actions to ppromotep0mote ththeiraireir interestsI1 nWrests

the recent NORTH commission memeetingoti n g tiinn wash
ington offers propromiseidso intn addiadditionieliifliontoon to the technical
matters of creating transportation to the arcticarctiaratiac1c the

subject of armtrmtrainingnificnifig maskaloskdnsan
i s to fill the new jobsabsobs was

didiscussed it r

it I1is this ccombinationomtinati0n ocreating1obiof creating I1jobs anandd trtrainingdining
Z

14atinativeve people ta fill themthatthem that ofoffersfers a prompromisei
1 so of91 ad

newpew life new industries will not hfhelpP if ah1hac akerswoikersokers
1.1

oreare importedort J from 44tie lower 48 loll1011joli 1trainingmining islv asetusetuselessusetess
ak &1

unlessunlesdunless
t

there orebie jjobsabs vaaivvaiovaiiaueallowellowe the consiconsiderationtion of
both subjects otat theat samsame meeting odorsotfersofors hope 4for6 f tlthe

kiture 1 y

too manymont of thenativethe native Wcalleancalleaeits shcafitsstvionts arewe unable
to vviualooraouate yetyefcef there ereore the pathfinderspotliftridirs yowns peoftep00
like williewilli hensleyemes6yemesey wdand john sackett wwhowr have shown

the waywar and theriactheriamtheretheriamare many shiesswis keina mademd to help

others follow

J the vocationalvocationelVocat toionelnal jfefiilitfttiaiathailitaliM planplieniplimniixi conwronceconwconferenceronce

inin anchatanchorageag is maikerm4ikerrlnr aftnft60 for- theidt f06rtkiakkihk i thisthit ftre-
habilitationhow litation ingremprearamfngrem will111III helpnet nativehhvepefle0 veramvercmovwcom e

problems 16061mintal16061to ebtoininamintal jsis 4 t atymtyA rfiyicflfjlsulttyC
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prblmspohl4ins wt cultoflvviieral MHId 0 APCOOORNA pyanepfmeflwpyawe L

ahetne7he path ocof ir ditorekitorejevrejtvre Vwillall not bo MYy thom will
A be setbacksk such s ike faillotelufefailwo of frthe 5444 meelmeJel
it cities pflicetionoplicatiOK

but the alaskaalaakaalatka motive piepeople are fomlnlimm fo holp

cirwivnfsi row f6fore afiifiikwftfimu ah9h 141abirarirA r rijkf49hf to v4vavav4 lt rwyjaj
ikcyowybwy at ctoJ sovatvn of dwirhrirowir wn ptfl a 04n sovalsovwlyelyfl
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