
Canadian Native Leader Wah-SheeWahShee- Claims Victory
Native land claims andJnd oil01101-

1development
oil-

developmentdevelopment are as inextricablyinextricably-
hnked

inextricably-
linkedlinkedhnkedlinkedinm10in Canada as inm Alaska .

MP Wally Firth , first nativenative-
leader

native-
leaderleader elected to the Parliament ,

is findingfJndmg his office swamped byby-

correspondence
by-

correspondencecorrespondence from constituconstitu-constitu-
ents

constitu-
ents

¬-

ents on land claims andandoiloil01101-

1developmen
oil-

developmentdevelopmentdevelopmendevelopmentFirth
tt-

FirthFirth announced that a recentrecent-
survey

recent-
surveysurvey showed people of thethe-

lorthwest
the-

NorthwestNorthwest\lorthwestlorthwest\ TerritoriesTerritoflCs to be unun-unun-

decided
un-

decided
¬-

decided between a railwayrJllway forfor-

shipment
for-

shipmentshipment ofofoiloil from the
.
ArcticArctlL

or a
pipelineHoweverplpelmeHowever

pipelineplpelme
However , they agreed thatthat-

abongmal
that-

aboriginalaboriginalabongmal landlandclaimsclaims must behebe-

settled
he-

settledsettled before oil011 developmentdevelopmcntdevelopmcnt-
can

development-
cancan

proceedMeanwhile
proceed

Meanwhile James Wah-ShceWahShceWJhSheeWah-SheeSheeW Jh-SheeJhShee- ,

president of the IndianIndlJn BrotherBrother-Brother-
hood

Brother-
hood

¬-

hoodhoodofof the N W.TWT. . announcedJnnouncedJnnounced-
Whdt

announced-
whatwhatWhdt he feels is a majormaJJr( victoryvictory-
for

victory-
forfor CanadianCanJdlan IndiansIndlJns mIn theirtheIr-

fight
their-

fightfight for 400,000400000400,000squJre400,000square, squaresquJre miles

of western Arctic landland-

The
land-

The
land-

TheThe Canadian government isI')is-

claimingclaimingclalmmg thatthJt the landIJndlandisis" crowncrown-

land
crown-

landlandlandJndlandandandJnd thatthJt no aboriginalJbfIgrnalJbfIgrnal-
nghts

aboriginal-
rights

()
rightsnghts existeXlsl However , the InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian Brotherhood filedfried a caveatLJ\CdtLJCdtLJCdt-
and

caveat-
and

\
and obtainedobtJmedobtJmedaobtainedaa land free/efreeefreeie/ prepre-pre-

ventlOg
pre-

venting

¬-

ventingventlOg developmentdevelopment-
InIn the courtLOUr! fightt ghl beginninghegmfllngbeginning-

flayMayflayIJY 15I 'ii' ,. government lawyers1.1\\ef\1.1ef1.111ef1.1efJI. \\ } \ al-alJI-JIat-atal-

Contmued

JI-

Continued

at-

Continued

-

( ContmuedContinued on page 111)111)1)



Wah-SheeWahShee- . . .
( ContinuedCOnlinued from Page 1)11-

)templed
I1-

)tempted
)

templedtempteLltempted to luvehJWhave the casec ,) ,(' thrownthrollthrown-
out

< nn-

outout of NorthwestNorth.estNorthest. Territoriesfemtorlesfemtorles-
Supreme

Territories-
SupremeSupreme Court , but Justice Wil-WilWII-WIIWi-

llijm

WII-

IIJm
Wil-

liam
-

lijmIIJmliam Morrow ruled thatthJt hehe-

would
he-

wouldwouldwouldretalllwouldretainretainretalll legal controlcontrolofof thethe-

case
the-

casecase .

Morrow also continuedconlInued thethe-

land
the-

landland freeze institutedinstitutedinin AprilApril-

through
April-

throughthrough JulyJuly-

"I
July-

"I
July-

"I"II" have heard argument basedbJsedbJsed-

on
based-

onon references loluto aboriginalaborlgmalaborlgmal-
rlghls

aboriginal-
rightsrightsrlghls , crown title1111e , Hudson'sHudsonslIudson\lIudsonludson'sludsonslIudsonBayI '\ BayBay-

land
Bay-

landland , the manner of the handlinghJndlInghJndlIng-
of

handling-
ofof patents andlOd, land grants , transtrans-trans-

fers
trans-

fers

¬-

fers involving the twoIwo governgovern-govern-

ments
govern-

ments

¬-

ments none ofofwlllchofwhichwhichwlllch is beforebefore-

me
before-

meme inIII concrete form as evieVI-eVIeVI-

Llence

evi-

dence

¬-

denceLlence ,
" he added .

In the latestIJtet, developmentsdevelopmenb ofof-

the
of-

thethe case , the news is that caveatcaveat-

hearmgs
caveat-

hearingshearingshearmgs may sit inHIill MacMJC KenzieKenlleKenlle-
settlements

Kenzie-

settlementssettlements in order to allowallow-

Justice
allow-

JusticeJustice Morrow to10 hear testitesti-testi-

mony
testi-

mony

¬-

mony from elderly IndianIndlJnIndlJn-

people
Indian-

peoplepeople who were present atalal-

Iredly
at-

treatytreatyIredly sigmngssigmngs-
The

slgnlngsslgrtingsslgnlngs-

The
slgrtings-

TheThe hearingshearlllgs will not resumeresume-

until
resume-

untiluntil July 9 , and petroleumpelroleumpelroleumI-

II
petroleum-

interestsinterestsIII terests are protesting that thethe-

delay

the-

delaydelay and the land freeze areare-

obstructmg
are-

obstructingobstructingobstructmg oil activitiesactivltJes and apap-apap-

plications
ap-

plications

¬-

plications for pipeline construcl-construclconstruct-constructconstruct-
Ion

construct-
ion

-

Ion .


