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Fishwheel Is Important Asset in the Alaska Interior
( Editors Note : This is thethe-

second
the-

secondsecond in a series. of .storiesstories. byby-

Alaska
by-

AlaskaAlaska Native students attendingattending-
the

attending-
thethe University of AlaskaA/askaAaska/ in FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks

¬-

banks . The stonesstories cover a widewide-

range
wide-

rangerange of native experiencesexpenences , culcu/-cucul-culcu-

ture
cul-

ture
/ ¬-

ture , and traditional activities .

From students such as thesethese-

will
these-

willwill emerge the native writerswnters ,

poets , and journalists of tomortomor-tomor-
row

tomor-
row

¬-

row . The stories will appear in a

magazine called THEATA ,

which stands for TlingitTlinglt , Haida ,

Eskimo , Aleut , TsimshianTsimshlan , andand-
Athabascan

and-
AthabascanAthabascan , all of the nativenatIve-
groups

native-
groupsgroups of Alaska . )

FISHWHEELFlSHWHEELFISHWHEEL-
By

FlSHWHEEL-
ByBy DOROTHY NICKOLINICKOLNICKOLI-

Kaltag
NICKOLI-

Kaltag !
KaltagKaltag-

After

Kaltag-

AfterAfterArte.rArter
.

the breakup of the ice

in May at Kaltag in the interiorinterior-
of

interior-
ofof Alaska , the Jones family getsgets-
restless

gets-
restlessrestless . Soon the Jones ' knowknow-
the

know-
thethe fish willw 1l be coming upriver .

Then Mr . Jones starts rebuildingrebuilding-
oror repairing the fishwheelfish wheel.. TheThe-

abundant
The-

abundantabundant fishfishareare eaten by thethe-
Jones

the-
JonesJones and their fpurfQurfour dogs . TheThe-

homemade
The-

homemadehomemadecatchingfishmachine for catching
fish has been a great help to thethe-
Jones

the-
JonesJones family since it was introintro- ¬-

duced to Alaska .

The first fishwheels were apap-apap-

parently
¬.-

parentlyparenlly used by the ChineseChinese-
Then

.

Then the fishwheelshwheelCshwheelC was used inin-

South
in-

SouthSouth France and in Virginia inin-

the
ii-

the
n

the early American days . InI

1903 the fishwheel was intromtrointro-intro-
duced

¬.-

duced to Alaska at the mouthmouth-
of

moutmout-
of

h
of the Chena River in FairbanksFairbanks-
Interested

.

InterestedInterestednativesnatives saw it andand-
tried

anan-

tried
d

tried theirt elr ownown ways to make

fishwheelsshwheelst .

To make this homemadehomemade-
machine

homemade-
machinemachine very few items areare-

needed
are-

neededneeded . These are chicken wireWife ,
spruce poles , spare logs , boardsboards-
and

boards-
andand nails ,. it takes about a weekweek-

or
week-

oror soo to put the fishwheel toto-toto-

gether
to-

gether
¬-

gether ., The fishwheel sits on aa-

raftraft made of two sets of fourfour-

logs
four-

logslogs ;: one set on each side , thatthat-

supportsupport the fishwheelfishYi heel BetweenBetween-
the

Between-

thethe two sets of logslugs there is aa-

fi
a-

fifteenfifteenfi fleen foot space .

A shaft is IjidIJldlaid cross-wisecrosswisecross.wsecrosswse-. , bebe-bebe-

tween
¬.-

tween the sets of logs . TwoTwo-
paddles

Two-
paddlespaddles are brjcedbraced to the shaftshJftshJft-
One

shaft-
OneOne pjddlepaddle is extendedextendedupwardupwardupward-
and

upward-
andand the other one downwarddownl.arddownlarddownl.ard-
fhe

downward-
The '.Thefhe twotYlO paddlesPJddle areJre madeIIlJde ot01of01-

cllld.en
of-

chickenchickencllld.encllldencupsbut. wire and lookIon ," like" ," e cupsLUP '
but areJre twelve feet long andJlldJlld-
hJve

and-
havehavehJve three teetfeet deep sidessides-

Lacli
Sluesides-

Lach
,

troughbracedLacliLach paddlepJddle hashJ , a.11.I trough
bracedbracedInsideinside it to catchCJtch thethe-
fish

the-
fishfishfishJndfishandandJnd guidesgUide, it to the fish-fishIthfisli-fislifish-
box

fisli-

box
, -.

box on the side of the raftrJft 11111\11111111-

homell1Jde
Inshishis-

homemade \homemadehomell1Jde machineI11JchlJJeI11Jch lJJe isI ' very comclIm-clImcom-clIm-
plicJted

com-
plicated

¬-

plicatedplicJted to build unless the perper-per-
son

per-
son

¬-

son buildingbUlldlllg it'II' knows," nows whatwhJt IRhehe-

IS

he-

is

¬

IS doingdomg
doingTodomgTo
To set the fishwheelslmheellslmheell aJ manIIlJIlIIlJI-

ltows
man-

towstows it up or down riverfiver withWilliYIWilli-
a

IthIth-

aa motor boatbllJt When hetie gets toto-

Ius
to-

hishisIus fishingtshingtshingspotfishingspotshing spot whichwlllchwhichisis' 5 usuallyuusually-
under

,uJllyuJlly-
underunder a highl1Jghl1Jghcuthighcutcut bankbJnk wherewhere-
the

where-
thethe water is eight or more feetfeet-
deep

feet-
deepdeep , hetie fastensfJstem the cablecJble to thethe-
raft

the-
raftraft and then on the bankban " to a.11a-

tree
..-

1IreetreeIreepoleThenor a dead manmJn pole
Then two sparespJre logslog , are laidIJldIJld-

length.wlse
laid-

lengthwiselength-wiselengthwiselength.wlselengthwlse-. andandoneone endendisis1\11-

fastened
is-

fastened
\

fastened to the raitrJIIraft andJIU.! the-thethCthe-

other
the-

other '-

other to the shore Then heavyheJvvheJvv-

rocks
heavy-

rocksrocks arearc put on the logslugslog , nearnejrnejr-
the

near-
thethe shore torfor supportlIpport Thefhefhe-

cable
The-

cablecable andJndJndspJreandsparesparespJre logslog , arcJreare usedu\edued\ totntn-

prevent
to-

preventprevent losinglu mg the fishwheelfll1heelfrshwheelfll1\\fll1, \ heel totntn-

the
to-

thethe swift currentcurrent-
Since

currencurrent-
Since

tt-

SmceSinceSmce the fishwheeltfishwheelis,hwheelhwheelI isI propro-prpro-

pelled
' ) ¬.-

pelled by the riverfiver current ., itI-
tneeds

it-

needsneeds lessles attendingattendmg thanthJn aJ netnelnel-

or
net-

oror fishhneIihlme, Thefhe twotyo, paddlespJddlepaddles-
turn

,
turn slowly withI.lthIlth'. the( he currentcurrent-
brween

current-
biweenbr.weenbrweenbiween' ., the raftrJft , when the toptop-

pJddle
top-

paddlepaddlepJddle has a fishflfishslidinghhslidingsliding downdown-

Itsits,1\,11,1trough,\ trough the other paddlepJddle is1\11-

scoopmg
is-

scooping
\

scoopingscoopmg uptip more I hefie fishnhnhs-

lides
fish-

slides

,
slides downdOl.ndOln'. the troughtroughintointoIIItO thethe-

board
the-

boardboardboardoror wire box on the side> Ide ol01of01-

the
of-

thethe fishwheelfrshwheelfl>hwheelhwheel-

TIlls
fishwheelThisfrshwheelThis
ThisTIlls process goesgoc , on unlessunlcsunless-

the

,
the waterWJter hashJS droppeddroppedoror maybemaybe-

poles
maybe-

polespoles or logs have been caughtcaught-

underneath
caught-

underneathunderneath the fishwheelfjhwheel, , stopstop-stop-

ping

, top-toptop-

pmg
¬-

pingpmg the wheely, heel One daysdJYs catchCJtchCJtch-

of
catch-

ofof fishfists canCJn behe six hundred toto-

even
to-

sevenseven\eveneven\ hundredhundred'Jlmtnhundredsalmonsalmon'JlmtnJlmtn' , or dogdog-

almon
dog-

NaimolisalmonalmonNaimoli,
salmonThealmonTheNaimoliThe

The homemadehOl1elllJde! mathineI11JdJlnemachine is1\1\1-

ued
is-

usedusedu\edued\ fromfront mid-JunemidJuneHld.JuneHldJuneraid-Juneraid! -. to mid-midIlud-Iludmid-

August
Ilud-

August
mid-

August
-

August In111 June andalld JulyJul ) dugdogdodog-

salmon
!

salmon'JlmonJlmon' , king"lIlglIlg" salmon'JlmonJlmon' , andMIdandwhilewhite-whiteyhlte-yhltewhile-whilewhite-

lish
yhlte-

Iish

while-

fish

, -

lishIishfishIishJlefishareareJle caughtcwght, I he dogdogsalmonsalmon'J111011J111011'J111011-

are
salmon-

are
' !

are markedmJl"edmJled" upupandandJlldJlldlIldloo"lIIgandoldlookingold-lookingoldlookinglIld-loo"lIIglIldloo"lIIgloolIIglIldloo"lIIg-
and

oldlooking-
and

- "
andandMeandareareMe usuallyusutll, ) tedfed to the dogsdodogs-

The

,
The wliitelishwilltel"hwilltelhwhltehshwilltel"hJrewhltehshare" areJreJrernJIIsmall\rnJIIrnJII\ , andJnd latIJIf.itfitIJI-

and
f.it-

and
,.

and havehJve white meatmedt KingKlIIgKing-

salitionsalmona/rnonarnonsalition/ arearc largeIJlge , and the beshestbesthest-

arc
best-

are
!

arearc redredandand used forfur eithereither-

eatmg
either-

eatingeatingeatmg fishf h or saltSJlt stripstflpSstrips-
In

strips-
In

, tflpS-
InIn mid-AugustmidAugust11lId.August11lIdAugustmud-Augustmud-. thethelIversilver\lIverlIverlIver-

salmon
silver-

salmon
\

salmon , whichyluch, gets itsit , namenJmenJme-
from

name-

fromfrom its silverilver scales , is caughtc/UghlcUghlcUghl-
along

caught-

along
,/alongalongwithwithYllth dog salmonsJlmon andand-

wJlltef
and-

whitefishwhitefishwJlltef h TheThedversilver\dverdver\ salmonJlmonsalmon-

are
Jlmon-

JreareJre cut eitherellher for eatingeJtll1g fishlashfishorlashororor-

SJlt
or-

saltsaltSJlt stripstrlp ' Silver salmonalrnull,
,.

whitclishI.tlltclishItlltclishWhitefishWhitefishand'. andmd, kingklllgklllgalmullsalmon\almullalmull\ canCJncallCJn-

he
call-

hehe eateneJten freshfresh-

Indians
Irefresh-

Indians
hh-

IndlJnIndiansIndlJn, ol01of the fananarJnJIIJr JnJIIJ andand-

Yukon
lIdlId-

YukonYukonYukonverRivers/ver\ver/{ , verIn\ in the interiorII1tcflorII1tcflor-

of
interior-

ofofoflaskaofIJ\laskalaskakiaska\IJIJ\ "JJ" aredrc the mainnwn usersU'ol'1\U'ol'1Uol1U'ol'1-

01

users-

of '\ol01of the( he fishwheelflshwheclfrshwheel Anyone canCdBCdB-

run
can-

runrun the fishwheelIshwhcelfIshwhcelIishwheelf Anyone cane,1fe1fcan-

run
,!

run the fishwheelflSll\\iheclflSlliheclfrshwheel\\ for subsistanccubmtIIILesuhststancesuhststance-
but

ubmtIIILe-
but

,

but not forfr() commercialcomrnerclJIcommercialusageusage1Ige1Ige-
T

1Ige-
udJY

usage-

Today

,.!
TodayT udJY the fishwheelffishwheelishwheet is1\1\1uedusedu\edueduedl-

es
used-

less
\

lessles\leslesbec\ becausebec u'ieuie' of oilierother methodsmethods-
ul

methods-
ofoful subsistancesub"lstJncesublstJnce" Now there arearcarc-

stores
are-

storesstores shelved with AmericanAmeflcJnAmeflcJn-
food

American-
foodfood lo1l uo buy thesethe people havehave-
to

have-
toto have moneynlteiey and thistl\1stl1s\ meansnransneans) jobsJob\JobJob-
But

jobs-

But
\

But the old daysdJYs when hardlyhardly-

anyone
hardly-

anyoneanyone had money weren'twerent' badhad ,

for people with fishwheelsfrshwheclst hwheels diddid-

not
did-

notnot need to buy foodlood . AndAnd-

they
And-

theytheytheywerewere proudproudofof eatingeatmg fishf"hfhf"h-

hccause
fish-

because
"

becausehccause theyIhey had worked allall-

summer

all-

summersummer forfr() itIt..

But thisthl <; greatgredt tasktaskofof catchingcalclungcalclun-
gt

catching-
fishfisht h will always be remembered

-
r ALASKAALASK-

ABUSINESS
ALASK-

ABUSINESS
ALASK-

ABUSINESSBUSINESS DIRECTORYIDIRECTORYDIRECTORY
I-

OFFICES ACROSS THETilETIIE NORTHNORTH-
Others

NORTH-
Others

NORTH-
OthersOthers : BarrowBarrow-

Fairbanks
Barrow-

Fairbanks
Barrow-

FairbanksFairbanks . Main Office , ANB BuildrngBuildongBuildingBuildongDadhorseBuildingDeadhorseDeadhorseDadhorse$ ( at PrudhPrudhoe< Bay )

Airport Road OfficeOfficeDeltaDeltaDelta-
International

Delta-
International

Delta-
InternationalInternational Airport OfficeOrflceOrflceEresonOfficeEtersonEielsonEre/sonEresonEterson/ TonTokTon-

University
Tok-

University
Tok-

UniversityUniversity OfficeOfficeKotzebueKotzebueNenanaKotzebueKotzebue-
ii NenanaNenana-

A
Nenan-

at

NenanaNomeNenan-

al
A Nome ( MinersMoners & MerctianMerchantsMerctia-

nAnchorage
)

AnchorageAnchoraqe : Metropolitan office alaskaaLulcadlaskaalaskanationaltl/nationalnational/ nationalnational-
University

national-
University fUniversity Center OffcOfficeOfficeaIJKOfficeanKoi, . baTIKcnationalRaIJKanKoiof* the north MRJ

If You Want A Job . . ,.

1

1 . ;

Just Get On Line !

rr-

lNl
oo-

OROROR-
IfIf you don'tdont' likelike-

to
like-

toto wait, SEESE E :

JUDVJUDYJUDYat
atat-

INTERIORINTERIOR EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT-
SERVICESERVICE AGENCY

211 Northward Bldg .,

FairbanksFalrbcnksFairbcnks , AK 99701
456-57454565745456.57454565745456.574-

5GOLDEN

-.

GOLDEN NORTHNORT-

Hppliance

NORT-

Hppliancepplianceenterppliance
enterenterFO-

RFOR THE LONG UNELINE OFOF-

BUSINESS

OF-

BUSINESSBUSINESS AND HOME NEEDS ,

REFRIGERATORS
RANGESREFRIGERATORS

REFRIGERATORSr
RANGES

A TORSTORS-
'I

'
WASHERS
REFRIGERATORSWASHERS

E ii-
DRYERS

'IIF'.F-

DRYERS

IrI-

DRYERSDRYERS
DRYERSCOMMERCIAL .ICOMMERCIAL KITCHENSKITCHENSIKITCHENS-

ElECTRIC

KITCHENS-

ELECTRIC
v

ELECTRICvELECTRICHEATINGHEATING-

DISHWASHERS

HEATING-

DISHWASHERS

HEATING-

DISHWASHERS

DISPOSALS
DISHWASHERSDISPOSALS

DISPOSALSBUIIMNSDISPOSALSBUILT.INSDISPOSALSBUILTINS

DISHWASHERS

BUIIMNSBUILT.INSBUILTINSBUILT-INSBUILTINS.- II-
FREEZERSBUILT.INSWBUILT.INSFREEZERSBUILTINSFREEZERS

FREEZERSWATER
FREEZERS 11-

WATER @WWATER HEATERSHEATERS-

AIR \ _AIR CONDITIONERSCONDITIONERS-

WIRING
CONDITIONERS-

WIRING
CONDITIONERS-

WIRINGWIRING EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT-

TELEVISIONTELEVISION
TELEVISIONSTEREOTELEVISIONRGIRGI.STEREO
STEREORADIO

..
RADIO
RADIOTAPE

TAPE RECORDERSRECORDERS-

BUY

RECORDERS-

BUY

RECORDERS-

BUYBUY THE BEST-BESTBEST-

IT

BEST-

IT

BEST-

IT

-
IT COSTS NO MOREMOR-

E"Mail

MOR-

E"Mail"MailMail"MallMall" orders promptly filledfilled-

with
filled-

withwith immediate shipmentshipment-
from

shipment-
from

shipment-
fromfrom Fairbanks . "

Complete Service on All We SelllSelUStillSel-

llPh

Stil-

lPhPh . 452-3012452301245230128-
4S

-

84584S College RdRd-

FairbanksFairbanksair !< s., Ak t99701)t99701(99701)99701( ))_

.:.:.:.:.:: : .: : :.:::::.:: : : : : ::::::::::::: :::.;.:.:::::.:.:.; .:.:.;.:.:. : .:.: .: . ;.: .:.:.:.:.: .:.:.: .;.:.: .:.:.:,: .:. .: .;- :.:.:.:.;.:.:.;, :.: . ; . '

AIR SERVICESERVICEDA-

ILYDAILY TO FORT YUKONYUKONF-

ROM
YUKONF-

ROMFROM METRO FIELDFIEL-

DRegularRegular -
ScheduledScheduledw w

ScheduledFlights
Flights
FlightsDoily --'"DailyDoilyDoi-

lyPASSENGERS

.
PASSENGERSPASSENGERSandand CARGOCARGOMO-

NDAYMONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAYFRIDAY-

CircleCircle Hotot Springs - Beaver Stevens Village'lIagelIage' EagleEagle-

Central, Central Stevens Village Rampart BoundaryBoundary-

CIrcle

Boundary-

Circle-CIrcleCIrcle- CIty Rampart Circle Hot SpringsSpnngs ChIckenChicken-

Fort, Fort Yukon Eagle CentrolCentral Fort YukonYukon-

Fort

Yukon-

FortFort YukonYukonCircleCircle'Circle-Circle'- City SASATURDAYSATURDAY-
'Shop

TURDA YY-

'Shop'ShopShop' by MOilMail Fort YukonYukon-

WEDNESDAY
BeaverBeaver-

and
WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAWEDNESDAYBeaverY

and SaveSaveWEDNESDA YStevensStevens VillageVillageFort, Fort Yukon Rampart
RampartFort
Fort YukonYukon-

SUNDAY

Yuko-
nSHIPPERSII

Yuko-
nSHIPPERSISHIPPERSSHIPPERSIISHIPPERSI ' i ( All Above Points )

1 DAY CARGO SERVICESERVICE-
r

SUNDAY
SUNDAY.VFort

.VFortVFort.; r fort YukonYuko-

nPhonePhone 456-55554565555-- . . . Day or Night . . . 24 Hours

FURNITURE
FURNITUREDISCOUNT

DISCOUNT
100 College Rd . FairbanksFZlfbanks ,. AkAS .

"WhereWhere" Lower OverheadOverhea-

dmeans

Overhea-

dmeansmeansmeansLowerLowerLowerPricesPrices ! "

For one piece or a housefulhousefuthouseful-
of

housefut-
of

houseful-
ofof furniture ,, write or call forfor-

our
for-

our
for-

ourour discount prices .

Open 10-610610.6106-. TuesTugs,, thru Sat .
456-60364566036456.60364566036-.

' * ' * * * * * * * * * * * '

APPLIANCES & APPLIANCE PARTSPARTS-
Washing

PARTS-
WashingWashmgWashing HOFPOINlHOfPO/NfHOfPONf110FP01NIHOfPONf-
Machine

/ '
.RanMachineElectricalMachine110FP01NIElectrical'I1RLPOOLElectricalElectr.calElectrcalElectrical. RanRangesRanges-

Parts

Ranges-

ce
Machine WHIRLPOOL'I1/RLPOOL'I1I1RLPOOLIt'IIIRLPOOLItIIIRLPOOLJ ' /It'IIIRLPOOLSurfaceSurfaceSurface-

Ranges
ce ElemeElements

PartsElemePartsElementsPartsCtNLR.iLl.UClRlCCtNLRiLl.UClRlCCtNLRiLlUClRlCGENt.R:3.LGENtR3.LGENtR3LGENLRAL: .
.:. EUELI:. C/CCRICCIRIC/ RICRICSurface,

201201EE 4 Ave . 911 CushmanCushma-

nANCHORAGE
Cushma-

nANCHORAGE
Cushma-

nANCHORAGEANCHORAGE GULL'SGULLSWWULGULL'SFAIRBANKSGULLSFAIRBANKS.
' FAIRBANKS

272-33262723326- 452-32024523202-

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

DONALSON
DONALSONCOMPANY

COMPANY
COMPANYPO
POBox843PO Box 845845-

Anchorage
845-

Anchorage
POBox843Anchorage

Anchorage ,

AlaskaAlaska-

Phone

Alaska-

Plwne

Alaska-

PhonePhonePlwne 279-30252793025--

. . . ELECTROLUXELECTRO LUX . ., .

. . . HOOVER . ., .

. . . COMPACT . . .

. . . ROYAL . .,. .

VACUUM
VACUUMCleaners

CleanersCleanersPA-

RTS
&

PARTS FORFuR MOST MAKESMAKES-

CISPOSABLE
&

DISPOSABLELJISPOSABLECISPOSABLE) BAGSBAG-

SGULL'SGUll'SGUllS'
201 E . 4 Ave ,. 911 CushmanCushman-
Anchorage

Cushman-
AnchorageAnchorage FFairbanksatrlnnks}
272 3326 44522 3203202320-

2OVER

:!

OVER 7,00070007,000ta-
pes

,
tapes in stockstoc-

kTHE

stoc-

kTHETHE TAPE BIN
2114 Cushman FairbanksFairbanks-

MAIL
Fairbanks-

MAIL
Fairbanks-

MAIL WELCOME-WELCOME ---MAILMAIL- ORDERS

CO-OPCOOPCOOP-
Drug

-

Drug & PhotoPhoto"A-

LASKA'S
Photo-

r

Photo"A-

LASKA'S.r" ' ""ALASKA'SALASKASALASKA'S LARGEST
Prompt MailMallMat I OrderOrderS-

ERVICE

OrderS-

ERVICESERVICE 43& PHOTOFINISHINGPHOTOFINISHIN-
G'Prescriptions.' P.escnpt.onPescnpt.onPescnptonPresc"ponsPrescpons'PrescriptionsPrescriptions. " ' ., *'PrescriptionsPhoto
PhotoPho'oPhoo-Photo.- ' SuppliesSupplie-
s'Cosmetics'CosmeticsCosmetics.' CosmeticCosme.cCosmec. *,
Sundry'Sundry
'Cosmetics'Sundry
*.' Sundf y ItemI.emsIemsItemsI.ems-

P
Items-

P
. ) '

P.O.BoxPO.BoxPOBoxP . O0 . Box 1390 Fairbanks !

First NatbnalNational BankBank-
ofof Fairbanks ,, Alaska

AlaskaSt

51StS-

tOldestOldest a 1 BankBank-
inin 1 skaskaM-

ainBrjlnchesSecondBranchesSecondMamMain OfficeOff too FIV8Five BrjlnchesBranches
Second 81& CushiCushmanCushmanIn tnt8"ortnt8orInteriorIn " AlaskaAlask-

aServes
Alask-

aServesServes You FirstFirst-
Member

PirFirst-
Member

. tt-
MemberMember FDIC


