
Editorial CommentConlnzent-ConlnzentComment-Conlnz-
entAlasla

Comme-
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AlaskaAlasla{ Native PeoplePeople-
AndAnd the PipelinePipelillePipelineAf-

terAfterAftervatcliingAfteratching\vatcliingvatcliing\\atchingatchingsnatching\\ the flap for quite some time betweenbet\\eenbeteenbeteent-
he

between-
the

\
the environmentalist and the pro-pipelinepropipeline- factionsfaction" , thethe-

Iaka
the-

AlaskaAlaska\IakaIaka, \ , NativeNathe people are beginning to involve themselvesthemsehesthemthemsehes-
in

ehe<; '
in the running controversycontrO\ersycontrOersy\ - and thisthi ' involvementill\ohementillohementins\ ohement isiis-

leaning
'propipeJinefactionpropipelinefactionsleaning definitely along the linesline ' of thetine pro-pipelinepropipelinepro-pipeJinepipeJine-

factionsfaction' .

This trend is not surprising becausebecame Alaska'sAlaskasAlaka'sAlakas, ' NativesNat.tNatNatives-
have

\.t.t\. "
haveha\ehae\ a big staketake from the development of the NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope oil - a huge $5005005500S500$ million package the flownO\\nOnOof\\ ofofoiloiloil-

ould
oil-

wouldwould\\ouldould\ accumulate for them as 2 per cent royalty fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe oil production asa setet forth Inbby) thethelastaAlaska\lastalasta. \ NativeNateNatNative-
Claims

\ee\ e-

ClailllClaimsClailll SettlementSettlementct.Act\ctct\ .
.

The suddenudden, surgeurgesurge of involvementimohementinsolvenlent hasha surfaced'urfacedurfaced' in thethe-
per

the-
personspersonsper om ofofNomesomeomeNome offourofour;)f our mostmo t prominent Native1ate1\at1at'\ \ee\ leaderslelderleaders-
such

: ,
suchlIch asa . Senator Willie Henslevilemlc\ilemlcHensleyilemlcof\ of Kot/ebueKotebueKotlebueKotzebue/ : SenatorSenator-
John

Senator-
JohnJohn Sackett.., presidentIHe.identIHeident. of theth DoyonDoUoon) on ., LtdLId ... aI profitprofit-
making

profit-
makingmaking arm of the TanannTanana ChiefsChief. Conference ,. LauraLaura-
Bergt

Laura-
BergtliergtBergtBergtell.,. well\\ellell\\ knownknonkno\\kno\\ n personalityperonality, in politicspolitic, andIndIndIaka: Alaska\IakaIakaAlaska-
society

. \ ,
societyociet\ocietocietand\' ,. andandJobby13obby/JobbyJobbyBobby/ Schaeffer of the NorthwestNorth\\etNorthet\\ , AlaskaAla.aAlaaAla.aR-
egioilal

Alaska-
Regional

,).
RegionalRegioilal Corporation ,. the businessumine" arm of the NorthwestNorth\\estNorthestNorthest-
Ala

Northwest-
Alaska

\\
AlaskaAla ka Native Association .

TheseThe e people are now in WashingtonWa hington , D.CDC... and theythey-
are

they-
areare there for the purposepurpo 'e of lobbying for the passagepas'agepasage' of aa-

pilleline
a-

pipelinepipelinepilleline bill authored by Senator Henry M1.. Jackson ofof-

Wahington
of-

WashingtonWashingtonWahington, State , among other thingsthing ., They did notnot-
enter

not-
enterenter intoin to the lobbying effort without\\ ithou t experience . TheyThey-
have

They-
havehave had a large sharehare of experience during the lobbyinglobbying-
efforts

lobbying-
effortsefforts for the passage of the complex and difficultdifficult-

Ia
difficult-

AlaskaAlaska.\IaIa\ ka Native Claims SettlementSettlenlent Act bill.. This exex-exex-

perience
ex-

perience
¬-

perience shouldhould be a valuable assetasoet, asa , they , once againagain-
exert

again-
exertexert their efforts toward passagepa ' .ageage. ofofanotheranother bill - aa-

bill
a-

billbill thatthatouldwould\\ouldouldouldopenwouldopen\\ open thetheayway\\ayay\\ for the flownow of money inin-

the
in-

thethe amount of $500500S500$ million for Alaska'sAlaskasAla ka\kakaNative'\ Native people .

Our Native leaders are not in WashingtonWa hington solely forfor-
the

for-
thethe Native people . They are also working for the greatgreat-
good

great-
goodgood for the state as a whole . We need to give them aa-

meaningful
a-

meaningfulmeaningful gesturege ture of encouragement and support..


