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Oil Spill Occurs Near Hughes
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Staff
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TheThe U.SUS. Air Force has rereore-rereo-

ported
re-

ported
¬-

portedportedanan oil011 spill from a pillowpillow-

bladder
pillow-

bladderbladder storage tanktankatat a radarradar-

sIte
radar-

sitesite on Indian Mountain . TheThe-

spill
The-

spillspill is located10cJted only aboutabout-
fifteen

about-
fifteenfifteen miles from the AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
CJn

Athabas-
can

¬-

canCJn village of Hughes and threatthreat-threat-
ens

threat-
ens

¬-

ens to leakleakmtoleakintointomto the nearbynearby-
Koyukuk

nearby-
KoyukukKoyukuk River..

The total amount of spillspill-

was
spill-

waswas approximately 25,00025000, galgal-gal-

lons
gal-

lons

¬-

lons of fuel oil011 with close to
15,00015000, runningrunnmg down a slopeslope-

mto
slope-

intointomto a swamp adjacent to the

fiverriver..

The State of Alaska DepartDepart-Depart-
mCnt

Depart-
ment

¬-

mentmCnt of Conservation saidaId!> thethe-

tank
the-

tanktank was intendedmtended to be temportempor-tempor-
ary

tempor-
ary

¬-

ary and was installedmstalled in 1970 .

It holds about 50,00050000, gallonsgallons-

when
gallons-

whenwhen full .

Jerry Hok , Fairbanks officeroffofficer-
for

cercer-

forfor that agency , said , "ThisThis" tanktank-

was
tank-

waswas about half-fullhalffullhalf.fullhalffull-. .
., They werewere-

expect
were-

expectingexpectingexpect 109 a delivery by HereHercHerc-

the
Here-

thethe next day .
"

Hok said Air Forcel-orcelorceI-orceI-- personnelpersonnel-
had

personnel-
hadhad left the area earlier thatthat-

day
that-

dayday , leavingleavlOg a valve open toto-

dram
to-

draindramdrain water out of the dikeddiked-

Continued

diked-

Continued

diked-

Continued( Continued on pageag 6)661)
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area surroundingsurroundmg the tank .

"ApparentlyApparently" a seamscam on thethe-
tank

the-
tanktank broke open andandwhenwhen thethe-
men

the-
menmen returnedreturnedaroundaround 1II1 P.MPMP.M-

they
P.M-

they
.

they foundfoundoiloil011 leakingleakmg outout-
through

out-
throughthrough thethc valve .

"

HokIlokllok added that it was difdIf-dIf-

ficult
dif-

ficult
¬-

ficult to estimate the lifehfe exex-exex-

pectancy
ex-

pectancy
¬-

pectancy of this typetyre of storagestorage-

tank
storage-

tanktank "butbut" we'rewere' beginningbegmning to getget-

some
get-

somesome idea from the number ofof-

acciden
of-

accidentsaccidentsacciden ts , "
Ray Morris , from the federalfederal-

Environmental
federal-

EnvironmentalEnvironmental Protection AgenAgen-¬.-

cy , visited the site to directdirect-

cleanup
direct-

cleanupclean-upcleanup- Operationspcratlons . The AirAir-

Force
Air-

ForceForce was truckingtruckmg fuel thatthat-

was
that-

waswas partially containedcon tamed to otherother-
storage

other-
storagestorage tanks .

There was no officialornclalornclalcomofficialcomcomcom-com-

ment
com-

ment
¬-

ment on how much oil0)101) has gonegone-

into

II-

mtointomto the river itselfitselfandandandwhetherwhetherwhether-
or

]

or not there will be damage toto-

wildlife

II-

wildlifewildlife , especially to the fish inin-

the
cc-

thethe riverTlver .

Many of the Indian familiesfamilies-
of

,

of Hughes depend on fish fromfrom-

thethe riverfiver as a major food source ., I


