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A
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A consultant onOil alcoholismalcohohsmalcohohsm-
who

alcoholism-
whowho spent eight months studystudy-study-

Ing

study-

ing

¬-

ing its treatment inIII Alaska sayssays-
It'S

says-

it'sit'sits'' obvious that alcoholism isI-
Sthe

is-

thethe number one health problemproblem-
ofof Native Alaskans .

The comment is containedcontamcontainedind inIn-

a

in-

aa 14-page14page- report written byby-

Mark
by-

MarkMark E . Small for the NationalNational-
Inslltute

National-
InstituteInstituteInslltute on Alcohol Abuse , andand-

Alcoholism
and-

AlcoholismAlcoholism and the Alaska NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive people .

"ItIt" wasW JS< interestingmterestlng to notenote-

that
note-

thatthat in hearing Alaska NativeNatIve-

Health
Native-

HealthHealth Service'sServicesSemce ' 5 list of priorprIor-¬-

-
itiesIllessties , which they claim werewerc dede-dede-

fined
de-

fined
¬-

fined by the villages ,. one priPf/-Pfpri-priPf-
onty

pri-
ority

/-¬-

orityonty highhIghonon the listhst ol01of tenten-

was
ten-

waswas for a data processingproceslng, syssys-sys-

tem
ys-ysys-

tem

¬-

tem ," Small said . "AlcoholismAlcoholism"AlcohohsmAlcohohsm"Alcohohsm-
was

"Alcoholism-
was

"
was not listed at allall'' "'

"MyMy" reaction to10 this11m is" thatthJIthJI-
J

that-
IIJ cannot picture a group ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative people min a village listinglisting-

asas a top priorityprIonty a data propro-pro-

cessmg
pro-

cessing

¬-

cessingcessmg system I frightrrrghtrr .ghgh. t addadd-

that
add-

thatthat only three , whatwhJt you mightr1Jghtslightr1Jght-

call
slight-

call
!

call directdHect healthhedlth items , werewere-
hsted

were-
listedlistedhsted , " Small saidsaid-

Small
said-

Small
said-

SmallSmall was highly critical ofof-

whJt
of-

whatwhatwhJt he calledLalled lacklackofof meaningmcarllng-mcarllngmeamne-meamnemcarllng-

ful
meamne-

ful
¬-

ful trainingtramlng for mental healthhealhealthhealth-

aides
hh-

atdesaidesatdes within the Alaska NativeNJtlve

Medical\fedlLalfedlLal\ Center( enter HeticIleticJldsaid\JldJld\ trainingtrJJf1l1lgtrJJf1l1lg-

Jt
training-

itatJtit ANMJ1A\4fA4fJ\J\.\ \11\(( is1\11dd\ defineddd med byhyhyeveralseveral\everaleveralseveral-

of
\everal-

ofof thesethc\CthcCthcC.IIIVe\ Native-.IIIVe.IIIVe'- . workerswor"erworer" , asJ\JJJJ-

Joke
\ aJa-

jokejoke
joke"They

"TheyThey"1 heyheytJtestate\tJtetJte\ there is1\11preCnt\ presentpre\Cnt-preCntpresent-preCnt-
Iy

present-
ly

\ ¬-

lyIy an.InIn. 1I qualqUJI LmployrnentLmployrncnr OpOp-Op-

portumty
Op-

portunity
¬-

portunityportumty UpwardUpwJrd Mobility ProPro-Pro-

gram

pro-

gram

¬-

gramgramihlLhwhich\\ihlLhihlLhwhichinvolves\ involves trainingtrJmmg ofof-

worker
of-

workersworkersworker so they can move up toto-

more
to-

moremore responsiblerespon lble positionspO\ltpOlt\ 101\\101101How\ HowHow-flow-flowHow-

ever
flow-

ever
¬-

ever , trainingttamlng isI leftlei I up to thethe-

ImmeUIJte
the-

immediateimmediateImmeUIJte supervisorsuperVI"H\uperVI"HuperVIHuperVI"HJnd" \ , andJnd IIconconcon-concon-

cur
con-

cur
¬-

cur withwithotherwithothersothersother\otherotherJt\ alterafterJt ter observingobservmgobservmg-
for

observing-
forfor myself thatItJt! 'therethere'

ain- 'tai- ntJm- 'tJ- mtain- 'tai- nt' nono-

way
no-

wayway theytheyJretheyarearcJreare goingoll1g to traintram aa-

Native
a-

NativeNative to take theirIhw place ..'' "
SmallSmallsaIdsaid hishl feelingreelingreelingwasfeelingwaswas thatthat-

Continued

that-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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itII persons responsible for traintram-tramtrain-tram-
mg

train-
mg

¬-

ingmg mental health workersworh.ersworhers. werewere-

providll1g
were-

providingprovidingprovidll1g relevant trainingtmllling , itIt-

would
it-

wouldwould behe no time at allalluntIluntiluntIl-

the
until-

thethe mental healthheal th workersworh.ersworhers. wouldwould-

replace
would-

replacereplace their trainertramertrainer-
Small

tramer-
Small

trainer-
SmallSmall said he found propro-¬-

fessionalprofessIOnaljealousies to be thethe-

rule
the-

rulerule rather than the exceptionexcephon .

"ToTo" maintainmaintaJJl one'sones' profesprofes-profes-

sIOnalism
profes-

sionalism
¬-

sionalism and controlcontroJ , it is feltfelt-

this
felt-

thisthis cannot be done unless thethe-

Nahve
the-

NativeNativeNahve continuescontll1ues to be disdlsdis-dis-

credited
¬,-

credited ," he said . 'ThisThis"ThIs'" isI-
Sprevalent

is-

prevalentprevalent withinwlthll1 agencies andandinin11111-

1villages
in-

villagesvillages where there is a statestate-

publIc
state-

publicpublic health service nurse andand-

aa Native health aideatde .

On the brighter side , SmallSmall-

praIsed
Small-

praisedpraised the efforts of the AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Commission on AlcoholAlcohol-Alcohol-

ism
¬.-

ism and Drug Abuse , and thethe-

AIJsl.a
the-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJsl-.aAIJsl.aAIJsl.aa-. federationrederatlon of Natives ,

Inc . , for attemptingatlemptmg to form aa-

separate
a-

separateseparate board to deal withwith-

social
with-

socialsocial problems .

The AFN , Inc . BoardBoardononon-

IIealth
on-

HealthHealthIIealth , Education and SocialSocIal-

Services
Social-

ServicesServices ( HESS ) is to be inmm-

operatIOn
in-

operationoperation this fall.. HESS isis-

II1tended
is-

intendedintendedII1tended to be a policy-makingpolicymakingpolicymaking-
board

policymaking-
board

-

board , as opposed to the AreaArea-

lIealth
Area-

HealthHealthlIealth Board which has onlyonly-

advIsory
only-

advisoryadvisory capacities .

Small said he saw withinwlthm thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Commission onon-

AlcoholIsm
on-

AlcoholismAlcoholism and Drug Abuse thethe-
abdity

the-
abilityabilityabdity to address variousvanous propro-¬-

blemsproblemsof prevention and treattreat-treat-

ment
treat-

ment
¬-

ment ofofalcoholismalcoholism in111 AlaskaAlaska-

"My
Alaska-

"My
Alaska-

"My"MyMy" recommendation wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe to move existingeXlstll1g Native efef-ef-

forts
ef-

forts
¬-

forts inm alcoholism and drugdrug-

abuse
drug-

abuseabuse under this organisationorgallllatlonorganization ,

as well as future efforts beingbcmgbcmg-

handled
being-

handledhandled by them , " he wrotewrote-
"If

wrote-
"If

wrote-
"if"IfIf" this is implemented , propro-pro-

blems
pro-

blems
¬-

blems referred to in evaluation ,

trainingtrailllng , philosophy ,. advocacyadvocacy-
roles

advocacy-
rolesroles , mobilization of existingexistmgexistmg-
resources

existing-
resourcesresources , coordination andandcomcomcom-com-

munication
com-

munication
¬-

munication , defining andandaddresaddresaddres-addres-
sing

addres-
sing

¬-

sing services deficiencies , devedeve-deve-

lopment
deve-

lopment
¬-

lopment ofofreportmgofreportingreportingreportmg systemssystems-
and

systems-
andand so forth could collectivelycollectIVel-
yadequately

collectively-
adequatelyadequately be addressed ," hefiehe-

said
fie-

saidsaid .

Small expressed hope that thethe-

Tok
the-

TokTok Alcoholism Program ,

knownI-.nownI.nownI.nownnown-. as the Upper TananaTanana-
RegIonal

Tanana-
RegionalRegional Alcoholism and DrugDrug-

Abuse
Drug-

AbuseAbuse Program , would serve asas-

J

as-

aaJ pilot project for the state .

The program is staffed solelysolely-

with
solely-

withwith local people , chosen byby-

village
by-

villagevillage councilscounclb .

"TheThe"TheyThey" >} havehJve the foresightInre\lghtInrelght\ intoIlltoIllto-

what
Into-

whatwhat hasha been attemptedattcmptedattemptedininIII theirtherrtherr-

areas
their-

areasareas inm the past and what willWIl-

land

will-

andand will NOT workworl-worlworllie-. .,
,"" helieIle saidsaid-

"TIm
said-

"This"ThisThis"TImTIm" eliminateseliI1lmates the duplicationduplicaltonduplicalton-
of

duplication-
ofof failure . "

Small said the accountabilityaccountability-
ofof Native

'-

efforts
e-

fforts'-

efforts
e-

fforts'-

efforts
e-

fforts' will becomebecome-
aa keyI-.eyI.eyI.eyey-. issue in the future ofof-

programs
of-

programsprograms suchsuchasas the one atat-

Tok
at-

TokTok . Here new and innovativemnovativemnovative-
concepts

innovative-
conceptsconcepts are beingbemg utilizedutilized-
whIch

utilized-
whichwhich are contrary to existingeXlstmgeXlstmg-
federal

existing-
federalfederal agency philosplnesphdospluesphilosphies .

FederalFederalagenciesagencies evaluatingevaluatmg theirthenthen-
own

their-

ownown programsprogram; are like lettinglettJIlg "thethe"the-
problem

"the-
problem

"
problem evaluate the problem .

"

The substance of Small'sSmalls'' rereore-rere-

oport

re-

port
¬-

port is to demand financialfmancial concon-con-
trol

con-
trol

¬-

trol ofofalcoholismalcoholism programs forfor-

NatIves
for-

NativesNatives by Natives andandanan end toto-

what
to-

whatwhat helie feels is the dehumanizdehumanlz-dehumanlzdehumaniz-dehumanlz-
mg

dehumaniz-
ing

¬-

ingmg treatment of persons with aa-

history
a-

historyhistory ofofalcoholismalcoholismalcoholism-
He

alcoholism-
He

alcoholism-
lieHelie recommends the separatseparat-separat-

ion
separat-

ion
¬-

ion ofofaddictionaddiction problems fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe mentalmen taJ health service of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Medical Center..

Alaska Natives who deal withwith-

problems
with-

problemsproblems of social concern feelfeel-

that
feel-

thatthat division is incapable ofof-

successfully
of-

successfullysuccessfully treatingtreatmg NativeNative-

alcohohcs
Native-

alcoholicsalcoholicsalcohohcs , he said .

"RecentRecent" and past incidentsmcidentsmcidents-
withm

incidents-
withinwithinwithm ANMC hospital havehave-

brought
have-

broughtbrought out the fact that therethere-

isis dehumanizingdehumanlZlI1g treatment inmin-inin-

volving
¬.-

volving alcoholicsalcohohcs or individualsmdlVlduasmdlVlduas-
with

individuals-
with

!

with a historylustory ofofexcessiveexcessiveexcessive-
alcohol

excessive-
alcoholalcohol drinkingdnnkmg ,

" he said , inm anan-

apparent
an-

apparentapparent reference to the deathdeath-

of
death-

ofof Violet ArrowArrow-
Mrs

Arrow-
Mrs

Arrow-
MrsMrs Arrow , an hskimobkmlOEskimo wowo-wo-

man
", o-oo-

man
¬-

man from Shageluk , died lastlalast-

month
tt-

monthmonthmonthatat the hospital , after bebe-bebe-

ing
be-

ing
¬-

ing refusedrefusedadmissIOnadmission severalseveral-

limes
several-

timestimeslimes . An autopsy report showshow-show-
ed

show-
ed

¬-

ed she dieddiedofof pneumonia .

SmallSmallconcludesconcludes that thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative people of Alaska havehave-
no

have-
nono time to be tactful or toto-

consider
to-

considerconsider bureaucratic ego inm thethe-
face

the-
faceface of their own physical well-wellwell-

being
well-

being
well-

being
-

being , threatened byb31b lacklackofofof-

proper
of-

properproper care for alcoholicsalcohohcsalcoholics-
"Unless

alcohohcs-
"Unless

alcoholics-
"Unless"UnlessUnless" Native people areare-

allowed
are-

allowedallowed to10 have control andand-
finanCial

and-
financialfinancialfinanCialresourcesresources ample enoughenough-
toto address this11m number oneone-

health
one-

healthhealth , social., and economiceconomic-
problem

economic-
problemproblem inm the very near future ,

all the preconceivedpreconcclved benefitsbenefits-
that

benefits-
thatthat were intendedmtcnded by the NativeNative-

land
Native-

landlandlandclaImsclaims will be lost anddnd it isI-
Sdifficult

is-

difficultdifficult to surmise the effectseffects-
thereafter

effects-
thereafterthereafter ," he said .


