
'"d '

;

FincilFinalFinal'repFinalrep
oj +

,

, :,
a'aireportrepa

I' i i n 14

n'releasednreleased,;, ', released on ClearClear-
I

Clear-
JIJ rrii 1 II-

t

''- n.cibcident
'-

n\
'- n
n ** lU\ * i1* ' ViL Vf ." ** t MI

t"

1

rrad1aradlaflonfl6fJoon .cibcidentcibcidentaccident"accident
WashingtonWIIhingtorl-Cl1Ilgre\\maIJWIIhingtorlCl1IlgremaIJWashington---CongressntprtWashingtonCongressntprt, -.--- Congressman\ DonDon-

Y

Don-

YoungYYoung(Jung ( R-AlaskaRAlaskaR-AlukaAluka- , ) (todayoduyoduyunnounccdtodayannouncedannouncedunnounccdannounced-
that

unnounccdt-

lMtthattlMt the GeneralGenernl AccountingAceountlllg Office-

GAO
OlficcOlnceOfficeOlnce-

IGAO(IGAOGAO ) hashd\hdhdrcleued\ releasedrcleued, itSjfinalIhlinulitsfinul, report onon-

IhetheIhehe radiationradlUlion accident which occurred-
tit

occurredoecurredoecurred-
atattitU ClearCleur Air Force StationStutlStati mn ,., AlaskaAlaka, ,, onon-

cptcmber

on-

SeptemberSeptembercptcmber 14 , 1983 YIYtYAungulIgLing reqlle'ted-
thdt

requestedreqlle'tedreqlletedrequeste-
dtat

'
thatthdttatinvestigadonthe GAOOAO conduct thehe invelIga-
tlon

investigainvelIga-invelIgainvestiga-, ¬-

tiontlondon of the accidentuccldent , uas
,

well aas AirAir-

Force
Air-

horceForcehorce and civilianclvlhJn contractorcontructor opera-

tions
oPeru-

Iionl
operaoPeru-oPeruopera--¬-

tionsIionl> at ClearCle4r , after hehercceivedhereccivcd(\\rcceivedrcceived\reccivcdreccivcdreceived un-

satisfactory
ul-

1hatihfJclory

unul1-ul1un-un-¬-

satisfactoryhatihfJclory reresponsespon\CsponCs\ about the inci-

dqpt
inclinci-inci-'

, dqptdghtdGrl'rr\1mdGrl'rrdGrlrr1m'

frmfrom$\ the Air FqrFprceForcee I!ardold)d fJiiLlFPLECPFLECPFLEC-
Sprvicpss

;;

ServicesSprvicpssService"lncServicelnc. ,"' IncIncaa*, theIhe operatoroperatorofof the ,sitelie .

""ThisThis"Thl\"ThlThl"Thlreport\ report rcprsentsrepr\entreprentreprsents\ . au compre-
hensive

comprecompre-¬.-
hensivehen ive studytudy of the factorsfdctor. that led toto-

the

to-

thethe accidentaceidenV, "' Young saidhaid ., ""ClearlyClearly"ClellrlyClellrly ,

ifjf all conditionscondllllln, of operation andund conconecone-

tract

*.

tract compliancecompltunce had been met , thelhe inin-

cident

in-

cident
in-in-¬-

cident wouldwouldtltostmostInottltost, likely not have-

occurred
h.1V-

eoceu

haveh.1Veh1Ve.

oceuoccurredrred . "
ClearCleur Air Force StationStullon Iis one of-

three
ofof-

threethree such sitesbites inIII the world which-

comprise

whichwhich-

COl1JprJIecompriseCOl1JprJIe theIhe nation'snationsnution'snutions' BallisticBullihtlc Mile-
Early

MissleMileMissle-

Early

.,
Early Warning MissileMI.blleMIblle. SystemSy.temSytem. ,. OneOne-

September
One-

SeptemberSeptember 14 , 1983 , .six.ixix contractorcontractor-
employee

contractor-
employeesemployeesemployee. and two Air Force civilian-

employees
civilianclvlliunclvlliun-

employeeemployeesemployee. were exposedexpo\edexpoed\ to radtofrcq-

ueency
radiofre-

quency
radiofre-radiofreradlofrcradtofrc-radtofrc-'

quencyqueency ( RF ) radiationrudlallon for nearlyneurly eighteight-

minutes
eight-

mrnuteminutesmrnute!. while performing mainten-
ance

murnlen-
unee

maintenmurnlen-murnlenmainten--¬-

anceunee on au trackingtrJckmg radarrJddr antenna atul the-

site
thethe-

lie,sitelie
siteThelieTheThe GAOOAO investigationmvetlgltlon, , wuwas, con-

ducted
con-

ducted
con-conconcon-¬-

ducted over an 18-month18month- periodpenod andand-

included
andl-

I1c1udcdincludedlI1c1udcd interviewsinlervlew, conducted at0.11011. andundand-

data
und-

datJdatadatJ obtainedobtuned, fromtrom Air FoiceFmceForce ,

fEL.EfELETELECFELEC.
*, andandotherother government andand-

Staitp

and-

StdteStateStdteStaitp of AlaskaAldk\AldkAldkagencle, !\ agenciesagencleagencies-
In

,
In briefbnef , the GAO concluded thatthdt thethe-

worker

the-

workersworkersworker, were exposedexpo\edexpoed\ to the radiationrddldtlonradiation-

because
rddldtlon-

becuuebecausebecuue, the equipment at Clear wawas-

not
was,

notn\ltnlt\ laidIUld out anduml operatedoperuted aas. required-
by

requiredrequired-
byby the contractontracl ., ContractContractorr noncom-

pliance
noncom-

pliance
noncom-noncom-.

pliance with contract .specifications.pecificutionhpecificutionhspecifications-
and

.pecificutionh-

lnd!andlnd systemicSYhtemic problemsproblem& in Air ForceForce-

contract
Force-

contractcontract managementmanugement practicesructices IIIall .,
lowedtowed the accidentaeeident: to10 happenhuppen andund go-

undetected
gogo-

undetectedundetected for eightight minutesmlliuteb ,.

The GAOQAO recommended thatthut the Air-

Force
AirAir-

ForceForce performpcrfonil the/thethefollowing/ following modifica-

tions
modificamohlicamodifica-( ¬.-

tionslions to operationsoperatIOn. at Clear to10 reduceredLlce

the likelihood of anothciunothelanother radiation-

accident
rJdlJtHm-

IIccl

radiationrJdlJtHm
IIcclaccidentent

ConloimConlml11Conloint the key lI\lcllolIlcllonueiloikintctlock\ k ,safety-

system
satetydietysafetydiet-

yItem\system\ItemItem) , with designdc'gndcgn"' specificationsllccllicalionspecifications-
and

,
and ensureel1hUre allull ,safetyulety prJceprccccdures-

used
proceduresprccccdures( ure ,

useduoed ,

. make necessarynece\\uryneceury\ configuration-
changes

configurationconflgurullOl1conflgurullOl1-
chJngechangeschJnge, to properly align primeprlll1eprime-
transmitters

prlll1-
etrun.l1ittertransmitterstrun.l1\ittertrun.l1ittertrun.l1trunl1itter. \ , with Corresponding-
radars

correpondlngr-
dd.In

correspondingcorrepondlng,
radarsrdd.InrddIn. " ,

. require the contractor to comply-
withl

c0f11ply-

whhl
complyc0f11ply

withlwhhl minimumf11lnlmun1ipinimunt staffingtaft1ng rrcquirp-
menu

requirercquirpqulr ¬'
mementsmenunt , and ensure1enureensure, ' thatthut technicians-
are

technicianstechmclUn,
are fully trainedtramed andIInQ qualifiedqUdhlied , and ,

. assignahoign only adequately trainedtruined andand-

expenenced
and-

experiencedexperiencedexpenenced personnelperwnncl aas qualitquahtqualityquality-

assurance
>

*\ uassuranceuurance\\uranceurance valuatorsevalu\torevalutorevaluators,\ . ,

GAO alsoulo, recommended thattoat the-

Secretary
thethe-

Secret.trySecretarySecret.trySecrettry. of the Air Force conduct aa-

.urvey

a-

survey.survey.urveyurvey to determinedelerr'l1lnedelerrl1lne' if .similar.lImlnrlImlnr prob-

lem
prob-

lems
probprob--¬-

lemlems. existext", at other radarrudar installationsinullI.llioninullIllioninstallations-
Comments

installations-
Comments

, . ,
CommentsComment. on the repmrepoitreportt were rere-

ceived
re-

ceived
re-re¬-

ceived from the DepartmentDepllrtment of-

Defense
ofof-

DefenDefenDefensee , the StateStute of AlaskaAlaka, , and the-

FELEC
thethe-

FELECFELEC ServicesServlceh , Inc ., DOD andIInd thethe-

state
the-

tate,statetate concurred with the GAO reportreport-
FELEC

report-
FELECFELEC repliedrephed thatthltt the GAOOAO report-

misrepresents
rep01-

mlrepreenl
reportrep01!

misrepresentsml\repreenlmlrepreenl\ , the true fdctfacts, otof the case-

and
caseeaheeahe-

andand circumstancesClrcUiIItdncC, , surroundinghurroundll1g the-

accident
thethe-

uccldentaccidentuccldent
accident"Ituccldent"h""ItIt"hh is'" vitallyVlldllyvitallyImportantimportant1111ponant thatthut clear-
and

CleM-

und
ClearCleM

andund otherther siteslte, like it behe operatedopcrJtcd in-

a

In-

a
in

a mannerI11l1nner thatthllt protectsprotect, the healthheJlthheJlthIindand-

safety

Iind-

utety
andIind

,suletyutetysafety ofot employeescmployee, "" Young ''Jill-

"Aller
said'JillJillsaid-

"Alter""AlterAlter"AllerAller talkingtJlkmg to10 the Air ForceForcc ,and-

reviewing
andmdmd-

revlewmgreviewingrevlewmg thelhe ContractorContrJctor s, comments-
alter

commentslOmmenl,
afterJfteralter the accidentJceldent ,. I wuwas, convincedconvmccd th"t-

u

that-

a
thatth"ttht"

au GAO inquirymqUiry wasWill, necessarynece\\uryneceury\ becJue-
I

because-
I

becausebecJue,
I wa\lwalwasn'twasnt\ ' being given a" ,straighttrJlght answeranweranswer-

on
anwer-

On

,
on thistlm "Issue-

"I
issue"ueue

","II1' believebeheve thatlhilt ththis", reportreporl 'spells, outout-

the
out-

the
reporl'fcll'fcllfcllthe ureaareas, of deficiencydeticiel1cy , and I planplun to-

continue
1-

0eontmue

to10

continueeontmue to 11!monitorl1Itor thpthe operoperationstr<mb at-

Clear
atlitlit-

ClearClear to makel11uke Sure thatthut thetheuggeedsuggested\ugge\eduggeed\suggested-

improvements
uggeedI-

mprovements
\ !

improvements are incorporatedIncorporuted ,. " said-

Young
saidsuldsuld-

YoungYoung . ""AsAs for the affectedaftected employ ',
eeCescgs,, it Iis nownpwnew up to the courts to review-

the
reviewreview-

IhIhthe clrcumtuncesCircumstancescircumstances, of the accidentaecidept: toto-

determine
to-

detertllindeterminedetertllin if compensationoompen\util1noompenutil1n\ isb <Juadueue , " he-

Lidded

hehe-

uddedaddeduddedLidded .,


