Training: Biting winds,

by Barbara Crane
Vismilrn Vinos ropories

BETHEL — For many Alnskans,
the tail end of winter hrrngu dreams
of warmth and sunshine.

But for members of the Alaska Ar-
my National Guard, 2nd Battalion,
“sprii 2 vacation”” means giving up
two 1 ~eke of personal time 0 comp

(il in sub-zero lemperatures, endur-
ing biting winds and Army food, 10
complete annual training exercises

These exercises are designed lon-
crease their readiness 1o serve their
communities, stale and astion in case
il et JEncy -

The 614 men and women trained for
twi weeks al gither the 2nd Battalion s

Army food

headguarters in Bethel or at armories
in the six company. locations. Part of
the second week was speni camping
out at sites near Kwethluk, Chevak,
Emmonak, Quinhagak, Tuntutulak
und Toksook Bay.

“Thas year, we are primarily con
ceitrating on the, fve-man  feams’
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* C Company team earns highest score
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abiliy w do thewr mission of in
telligence collection,”” said 2nd Bl
tlion commander L. Col. Moses
Lhwen

I case of war, the Scouts” mssion
as the Eves and Ears of the Nocth,
would be 10 locate the enemy and
repont back onois strength, equipment
und movements — without the encmy
being aware of s presence

“We don 1 treat this 85 just & tram
g exerdise,” Owen said. “"We ke
iovery senwously, we gooall o,
because we are profecting our homes
and our families.

A puart of the training excrcise, each
ol the six companies was given the
mbsston o putroliing an area, roughly
25 square miles, and told to radio back
il they spotted something unusual

Cupt. Nosh Ate, of C Company,
wis camped out near Tontutiliok
when his Svout teams were told to go
ot lookimg

“First, we hid o assemble all the
teaos into one location,”" At sad.
Fhe eams continued on wgether, car
IYINE emergency equipment mn case ol
bad weather or injuries

“We were prepared to camp oyt all
might on the twndra o we bad 10, Al
e sl

Sgr. Frank Temple of Napakiak (s guarding the Company B command tent,
shown at top. Moving clockwise ix Pfe, Louise Donahuk from Quinhagak us-
ing a field rn‘rphnnr Andrew Hoffman, who is saluting at the beginning of
the 2red Bartalion's awards ceremony, i3 the three-year-old son of Maj, Robert
Hoffman. He wanis 1o be a helicopter pilot when he grows up. Above, Spec.
Pauline Mark of Quinhagok. Thix wax her first annual traiming exercise, [y
Set. James Sipary, of Toksoek Bay, starts a snew machine
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C Comipany was lmoking Tor & tripaod
wind metal box, previously hiddeén in
o 1|'|u|w| of willow rees,

CFimding the ripod wies hike finding
u needle inog hoystack, " s Sgi. Ta
Class Benjumin Martin, leader of the
team which located the fems st
“We circled around it and rachioed our
commuand  post with s description
before we o hed 1, fust i case 1w
sy trapped.

In all, it topk under 1l hours lor the
C Company Sooul teims W assemble,
plan their misslon, travel about S0
miles on snowmachines, find  the
tripixd, vadie o descrpion back
hiedidijuarters, and then return b camp
with the tripesd and box

A an extra, unplunned tramng ex
ereise, U Company teams sbvo helped
search for o oivtbn reporiead lost wiale
travieling frowm one village (o another

Maj). Gen. John Schactier, whio
obner ved the trmning exercises, oom
miented that this search opeation em
|;Ihlh|.r1_‘|_| Aliska's metd Tor g slrong
and  highly truined  National Guard
even though the hkelihood of war
seems (o be domnishing

1 want 1o assure v thial although
i workd at peaoe (s a good gonl, we
haven | achieved ot vel,  Sdhaelter
siid. We mst be tmined wnd ready
i case we're called e duty, bul that s
only part of our job

Thropghout the exercise, Scoul
teams were rated by Army evaluators
from Ft. Richardson's 6th Infantry
Divison (Light)

The highest seore wis earncd by o
Scout team from C Company com
posed of Swufl Sgt. Chnstopher Alex
e, Sgt. Harverg Paul, Spec. Carl
Amik, Spec. Sammy Dock and Spec
wenneth Dock, all brom Kipnuk,

Eleven soldiers also earmmed Army
Achevement Medals lor " attmining a
high stste of technical skill in the
Held ol operations, tramming and com
mumications admmistration.

Recewving the medal were Pvi. [t
Cliass Dhane Tinker, Kasigluk; Pvi. | =l
Class Evin Hunter, Scammon Boy,
Pvi. Ist Class Bermadette Jimmy,
Chelomak; Spec. Henry Stone, Al
maotlunk, and Siaff Sgl. Stnley
Gwizdak, Bethel

Also receiving 1t were Sgt. Ellen
Frday, Bethel, 5g1. Leln lLane,
Bethel, Staff Sgr. John Kinegak
Bethel: Pet. sl Class Alice Kusayak
Napakiak, Spec. Mildred Nichaolas,
Kasigluk, und Sgt. Riuch Felix,
Toksook Bay




