CITC to administer Native
Head Start in Anchorage

~ The Couk Inder Tratal Council Das

anoounced 1t s assamied sdmimistn
tavn oF the Native Heiwd Start Progrun
i Anchorage as ol January

Previously operated by Cook Inlet
Nutive Assocnition, the Hepd Stan
Frogram most recently was mmniged
by the Rural Aluska Community Ag
ton Program

Aveording w0 CITC, in order w pre
vent chsruption to the children current-
Iy enrolled inthe program, no chunges
are expected until after the completion
of the current sehool year. During this
transational nme, the CITC stulf will
review the needs of the childien aml
thett purents and begin o refocus the
cultural onentution of the program.

Currently  serving 40 pre-school
children, CITC s Heaul Start Progrin
will Tocus onthe children's health aul
muteiton, and social, emotonal and
physical growth, as well as ther
wopnitive develupment. Under CETC s
pundunce, the prograen alse will Lok
al o porating the Elder s Progrim
m order e offer value strengthening
tor the children.

The werall goal of CITC's Head
Sturt Progrom will be readying Native
chifldren s enter the Anchorige school
sy stem at a level of preparedness thin
eials thut of non-MNative children
while prownoting tee wmderstanding ol
tradition and herituge

OF great concern o CETC, Tor the
prarpeses ol omproving: e ellec-
Livaness ol the CITC Native Heod
Start Prograo. s the o] difference
hetween  Native: wnd  non Native
stucdents beginming i the first pride

In the 198788 whool vear, Native
students tested inthe (it grule were
ar the 44 peroent level, compired
whinte students in the liest grimde o 68
petcent,

By the tune the students reach LK
prade, mo sy mitcant improvement oc
cirn, aecording o CITC, Native
stocdents sthe 11 grade rested an the
SO percent level, compired o white
stuidents w1 0 percent

CTEC edhemds siod noenher disturh
g indiing wits thit scores lor Nalive
studemts dechined significantly  bet
wieen |G il 198K, while during the
same, perind, seores and’ ranks i
whnte stuchents increased signilicimily

Alser alirmng s the differnce in the
dropeout vate Tow Native stodents Coin

parcd oo white students above the ninth
prade; Dunng 1987-88, 30,4 percem
ol the Natve students dropped oul,
vorpared 1o 17 percent of the while
students, which represented o dif-
ference of 78 pervent.

One immedinte change seheduled
for the beginning ol the [99%0-9]
school vedr will be the physical locs
o of the Head Stant Program. Cur-
rently, it s located on Fort Richard
son, which has the lowest Native
population in Anchorage, sccording o
CITC

The current location creates pro-
blems  for many  of the eligible
families, largely because of the need
po transport children o and from the
hise. By moving the locanon of the
progeam, UITC said more fambies
will lind it accessible,

Possible expansion of the program,
depending on funding, alvo will be
vomsidered. Last full when enrollmen
wik Closed, there were 65 children
signtd up and eligible for the program
hut room tor only 40

Sporkesmien siad other objectives o
the CITC Head Start Program will be
by promote o culturally appgopriate
bearming enviromment, develop wd
plement o mulircultimal educatnon pro
o, lentify the individual needs of
childeen and familles, along with pro
mnting and encouraging parenl par
neipation aml involvement in the plan
ninge, developent and smplementation
of educational activities.

CTTC W sister corporation, South
central Foupdation, which represents
the health "arm™" of the Cook Inle
Reglon Ine tnibal organization, will
be a pariner with CITC i implement:
g healih services for the Head Stan
Proygrain



