Six years in Togiak taught us much

by Marle Andrews
For e Tundra Thmes

The six years we spent in Toglak
taught us u lot of useful things. We
learned how 1o speak and undersiand
the Yupik languiage, how to do bead
work, skin sewing snd baskel weny-

ing, How 10 pick the right kind of

griss and cure it for later usc.

You had to be very careful in do
ing this or the grass would get hlack
splotches and be unfit for baskel
Wt‘ﬂ'h"jl'l!.:

Alter the grass dned we would ne
them o small bunches and put them
away in a dry place. Once cured by
s miethod they would keep good un.
il farther use.

When we were ready 10 weave we
would soak out just enough to soften
for weaving. I left wet for too Jong
i owould get bluck spots and have 1o
e discarded.

There were no balls for our gumes,
st we would weave several out of the
straw and fill them with small stones
lor weight and use them for softhall,
They broke often, and it kept us busy
miking more

In good wewher we would go
beachcombing and walk for miles.
When we got hungry we would start
a five on the beach, dig up some b
ter clums and boll them in seawater,
along with seagull eggs we had picked
1 the tundm

We learned which wild mushrooms
1o eat, how 1 find wild celery and
which berries were the best. As |
remiember i, they were all sty treats,
Sometimes on oar hikes we would see
beurs feeding on berries, but when
they spotted us they would run the
uther way. Lisually when out picking
bernes we would bang on our tin
buckets every so offen (o scare them
uway.

In the fall my brothers would trap
sipuirrels after the young hud grown,
und before they went into hibernation,
We learned how 1o skin them, stretch,
dry and cure them ready for use. The
curing was done by hand, just by
kneading and working the hides uniil
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they were solt.

We had beautiful parkos, msde with
fancy beadwork which we all ook part
i Old Anuska would cut the patters
from preces of white calfskin, and we
witld all help 1o sew the seams. Squir
rel mils were used for tassels aroumnd
the bottom

I con remember how the Natives
would cure Seal and reindeer skins by
somkng them m urine. After the hair
all came off the skin would be
surubbed clean and the maning process
winld begin. Once cured the women
wionld take over wnd cut the hides for
W&,

When making solex for boats they
wiiled cut out & square and shape it {or
sewing, curve the sides nnd ends and
start coompimg. This they would do by
using their teeth, It took a long nme
0o gel o ophar of soles ready

hen the older women smiled you
could see how their teeth were wormn
down from chewing on the tough hides
und stained yellow Trom using ickmik.
This was a1 wad of leaf wbacco chewed
wntil it was 5011, then dipped inoa small
container of [ine ashes, obtained
by buming b'luk, n type of fungus
that grows on birch trees.

Some of the Natives had amall
decomted ivory cuses for their jcmik
bos, others just used their palm. The

custom wins 1o roll the wad around in
the wsh with the 1ongue, then alter use
store in i the contmner until the nex
lime.

Toduy every thing i1s done ensily
with special 1wols, und most of the
i;u-ungcr generation don’l know how
ife was in their grandporents’ days
In looking back, 1 wm thankiul that |

experienced the old methods of doing
things before they disappeared.
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