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Subsistence meeting: April 10-11

Alaska Federation of Natives President Julie Kitka has an-
nounced that AFN will host & summit conference for the Alaska
MNative community to discuss the subsistence issue.

AFN notes that the theme, “"Subsistence: Strategy lor our
Future,”" reflects the critical role of subsisience in the survival
of Native culiures and village economies across the siate.

It 15 impossible o overemphasize the importance of subsistence
o Adiska Notives and the serousness of the threat currently posed
by the Alaska Supreme Court’s recent decision, throwing the cur-
rent subsistence preference into chaos,

The conlerence 15 set Tor April 10-11 at the Egan Convention
Center in Anchorage. Kitka says she hopes the gathering will pro-
vide a forum o hear all views of Natve groups throughout the
state. In addition, Gov, Steve Cowper, members of the Bush
Caucus of the Alaska Legislature and representatives from the
LS. Depurtment of Interior will be invited to speak.

We believe this forom could ser the tone for Native unity on
the subsistence issue, an issue which has the potential w0 drive
nowiedge between people and groups.

Many different solutions wre being debated. Among the most
waorkable are chunging the Alaska Constitution to call for a rural
preference for subsistence and changing the constitution o call
for a Native prelerence.

Among the worst ieas are those thit would make subsistence
a wellare progrum, basing eligibility on income levels, amnd m
empting o call for hunting and fishing on weekdays, asaf sub-
sistence were a simple matter of deciding o go out amd get o
caribou on a piven Thursday

We believe thin a solotion 1o the subsistence ssue will only comie
abont of the Alaska Notive community s sohdly behimd a posi
b, Thes means umity, and ot unguestionably will mesn come
proause on the part of some griwps

W commend ARN Tor callmp this imporant meeting, and we
urge people e send represeniatives el There are compelling
arguiments i favor of stae and Tederal changes, just as there are
compelling arguments Tor o rural amd 2 Natve preference,

Whit is meeded s o lon of dscussion. We have Fuith thay Alnska
Natives will argoe, debate and consider alternatives, and then
decade on o unied stamd.




