Den Nena Henash - Our Land Speaks

Ut Kah neek - Informing and Reporting

Yupiit Qanlautciat - The Way Eskimos Talk

Unangan Tunukun - The Aleuts Speak

Inupiat Paitol - People’s Heritage

Subsistence articles frightening

To the editor:

It in somewhat frightening to see all
of the articles suddenly appearing in
the newspapers about subsistence.

It is frightening that this lssue is not
il haw not been resolved over the past
years, ot least to u cenain degree. Be-
ing w Mative living in roral Alaska i
mikes me leel uncertain about the
future und also less trusting toward the
people who are making the stale’s
decisions.

| had thought thal our siste pro-
gressed toward unity between the ur-
ban and the rurdl populstions. 1 had
thought the people in the urban areas
haad hadl time to get to kniw what ruml
Alaska wis all about.

I somehow thought that was why
people came 10 Alasks — that they
were aftracted to the variety of
cultures, the hurshoess of the land, that

people lived off that land. But ap-
parently this is not so.

I think the time has come to exer-
cise some of our ancient powers. |
think the time has come to begin ex-
pressing ourselves in a diplomatic
fashion and to have faith that our wants
and needs will be met, 1 know we as
a puEl: have the power to do just that.

I think we need 1o express 1w the
non-Native  population what  our
cultural heritage really means, not on-
Eg whit meets the nuked eye but also
the ancient powers of old felt in the
arts and the very life that we live,

| feel this is each and every Native's
responsibility, and 1 feel with this will

come empowerment, more than
what's ever fell belore,

Soma Vem

Ginlenn

Byelorussians seek contacts

To the editor.

We, the members of the
Byelotussian-American Indian Socie
ty, have & dream of getting into coin-
tact with the Natives of Alaskn.

(Our bmthers, the Chukchz, the
Eskimos of the Suviet Union, are tesr
to you; they trivel 1o Aliska now, and
you can wvisit them. Some Byelors-
stans live in the Chukiol autonomous
fegnin

There were very few Byelorussinns
amiong the Russion (and Ukrainian)
settlers i Alnsks during the 18th and
Ith centuries. Byelomssia (called
Northwesiern Territory ) and Alaska
{Rissiun Amenica) were the wesiemn
und eastern frontiers of the Russian
Empire until 1867,

We were the Nanves of sinular for-
tianes in the borders of one siaie.

It i our beliel thast the Bering Straits

andd Siberia won't be barriers 1o our
rencwal of friendly relations.,

We are attempling to research
Byelomssiun-Native Americun con-
tucts in the Americas since the 16th
century. The Alaskn information s
scanty. In fact, Kussian America was
colonized mainly by the ethnic Rus-
stans. Unfortunately, we have read
some Amernicn Indian apprasals of evil
Slavie decds and fuult

We, the BAIS, hate any white ex-
ﬁm_r.if_mmn. We think non- European

atives could build hetter societics
without any  Spamsh-Poruguese:
anglish-French-Russian, e “help. "

¢ hope we shall not find evidence

of Byelorussinn atrocities against the
Indions, louits and Aleuts.

Flease help us 1o find friends imiong

cantinued on pges Thress




Swetzof urges consensus on subsistence

To Julvey Kitka:

The Alaska Native Coalition is op-
posed to any organization, including
AFN, attempting to speak for or sup
port & particulur nEliun or plan which
will aifect Native hunting and fishing
rights until Native people have had o
chance 1o discuss the issue and reach
a consensus (or b least o near
COnsensusy).

For AFN or any other Native
organization to 1=:dp|‘mn a subsistence
option before a Native consensus i
reached would be divisive and without
suthority. The villuges huve certainly
not given AFN the authority to lobby
for an amendment 1o the State Constitu-
non or 0 pursue any other option.

ANC recently held o statewide tribal

emment conference in Anchorage.

¢ conference was very well at-

lended. Many villages from each

region of the siate sent their council

members and other village
representatives.

conference delegates sent a very

clear message 1o ANC not (o take any

position on the subsistence guestion

until esch village had a chance to con-
sider the problems, present thew
lefcncd option and then work with

utive villages from ull over Alaska
10 come (D B CONSCNEUS,

ANC, wt the direction of the con-
ference, will be mailing a survey 1w
every tribal government in Almskas,
mcluding every village in Alsska. The
hunting and fishung options presented
al the conference will be n major Focus
of the survey. The options will be
presented in an unbiased manner and
there will be 8 "'comment’” area for
vill 1o represent any options which
conference delegates may not hove
thought of.

If & consensus, or near conaensus,
is reached, ANC will pursue the
preferved option. If 8 consensus is not
reached then we will facilitate a
statewide dislogue among all
tribves/villages in Alaska in order 1o
develop a course of uction suitable 1o
mll

ANC does not believe that the
villages can be ignored simply because
your urgmiurjnn or any other
organization feels they must do

Natives must have priority

To the editor;

Submistence hunting and fishing is
important to my family. During the
winler, we eal moose, curibou, herr-
ing and salmon,

e depend on subsistence fishin
and hunting because it has been
on from o gene 5

In the villages there aren't too many
|obs available for pcmie, and they
can't buy food for their families,
hecause the prices are too high,

The Natives are ndent on fish,
moose, caribou and Native foods
as their main food source. If the
Alnska Natives huve 10 chunge their
diet from Native food (o store-boughi
food their bodies will become sick.
Store-bought food has & lot of
chemicals and atives in il The
Nutives aren’'t used 10 it

The subsistence law right now says
that rurnl Alaska residents have priori-
ty over hunting and fishing rights.
Some people that live in the urban

nrens feel that this law i unfair to
thermn. The feders] officials might take
over the ma ment of fish and
wildlife so that the rural residents will
have subsistence rights.

I feel that subsistence rights should
he me to the Alaska Natives because
we ve hunted and fished these waters
and lands for thousands of yeurs.
There were no rules that s we
couldn’t go out to hunt and fish o feed

our families,

If the urban residents are also al-
Towed to hunt and fish, there will be
as e of food. Also there will be
competition for these resources,

I'm strongly against the urban
residents having equal huntlnf armd
fishing rights, and 1 also feel that
Alaska Natives should have prionty in
subsistence hunting and fishing rights

Sincorely,

Julin Korevnikoll
Togiuk

something immediately . Even if one
or mire of our Executive Committee
members were (o feel that something
had 1o be done now, which they don't,
it would remain in the realm of per
sofial option

You cnn be assured that o
orgunezation would mod sct without the
suthonty of the villages. As you are
no doubt wwiare, within the past few
weeks o number of villages and
regional iribal conferences have met
1o discuss the subsistence issue, and
most if not all have decided on &
preferred option different from the one
AFN endorsed und promoted.

In summary, ANC does not believe
that AFN has the right or suthority o
uit onany proposal affecting Native
subsistence ri until the villages,
acting in umison, agree on a solution
and a course of action.

Ol course, once a course of action
15 decided upon we feel that AFN and
ANC are“obligated to pursue that op-
tion, not to obtain a result through
comprosmise which is different from the
result authorized by the tribes/villages.

We are asking AFN to withdraw

Letters to

‘ ' Editor

their support of a subsistence amend-
el b the State Constitotion and to no
tuke any other position or action
reluting to subsistence until the villages
have reached agreement on the coumse
il action which needs 10 be taken. |
hope and prowy that AFN does not want
the burden of knowing It ncted on an
SSUE an Important as owr henting and
fishing nghts without the suthority of
our respective villages or in o manner
opposite 1o the desires of our people

ANC would very much hke to work
with AFN 1o promote the will of the
villages. We don’t want 10 be put in
the position of opposing AFN over the
subsistence ssue, We will, however,
have no chotee but to oppose any posi-
tion or action AFN may take on this
st iiportant issue i it gps ol teken
with the consent of fhe Native
tribes/villages.

Your prompt attention 1o this mal-
ter will be apprecinted

Sincerely,

Paul Swetzof, stufl
Alnskn Native Coalition
Anchomge

e Byelorussian contact

contins Tromm pogs T

the Matives. Send us addresses of per-
sons interested in Byelomssinn-Native
American friendship and local
histurians. (For example, in the aren
ol Holy Crogs, is the village Koserel-
sky existing now? We are inlerested
im the history of this village umed
alter # Byelorussiam. )

We shall be very much obliged 1o
vy, Please wrile: Ales Simakou,
Byelotussian-American Indian Socie
1y, USSR, BSSR, 206040, Gomel, 5
microd isteict 1978

What cun we do for the Native peo-
ple of Alaska?

Wi are awsinmg your reply

Ales Simakou
Comel, USSR



