Ruby: Just 505 miles to go to Nome

by Susan Braine
for i Tumsbrs Tioes

CHECKPOINT RUBY Village
kuds ot the checkpoint in Ruby say Em
it Peters, " The Yukon Fox, " will
win the Tdniunsd

Earhier, at the Ruby Roadhouse,
Libby Rudidles speculmed dboul who
el the best ream and most determina
o o owin. Perhaps being o linke wiser
al sueh thngs, she wonld nol commil
iy any o (eany: O course, Bulw s
Peters oane, so owhy wonkin't the
ko Troom bere show therr loyaly”

Vhie morthern voute on the Tdigand
Fraal fuest Dvbis the Yukon ot Ruby, o
bt tul hietle wolbmge bl on o lallsele
overlooking  the FINeE i
"".|.!'~|t.:

i\ ‘h]_l._'ll Il|II"~I|I.||. !l:H.' Ieen) Cemnlen sery
tinge s Che checkpoint says. © 508 imles
i vome  Apother sign shows an ar
W panting southesst amd says, A
chore 652 miles that way

The check point was scheduled o be
located ut the: commumity hall, bot was
v el Iy accommnodhante the Fuogral of
Arudy Wilhams, who died v a house
e earhier in the week

Fhe tragedy waus deeply felt by oul
siders conmung by this small com
manity of neprly 175 people, b
villagers seemed w loke it in stride,
making all the visiwors feel welcome

Martha Wnght delivered  some
b o hoaserriade rmmiion eolls W
the checkpoinl on her snow maching
arwl continued on up®the ll to the
commumity hall w take some of her
piviwlies Wy the people dn o anmrning
Further lodian  hospiality. was
cvidenced by a luge I ol oo sthew
browght 1o the checkpoint by Hipe
Clay

Muaiy |H'Ll|r|t' trom  thes  nearly
carless  villuge were  stoppng by
vistiors walking offermg rudes on their
st mchines, the most popular
mexde of transportation besdes dog
sled in this remiste Adhabeaskun village

In the everimg, (he village was
prepanng lor the first musher 1o ar
Ve, A sevenioourse meal, with the
aller-dnmer mim g cool 52,500 in cash
sponsored by the Clarion Hotel,
awmted that musher, At 2:35 aom.,
susun Hutcher pulled m under a
beautitul display of Nonhern Lights,
with the temperature around 25 below
rern

lonpest

—-
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While she was lking care of her
dogs, villuge people and the ever
present medm were being entertained,
despite the hour, by Spenurd’s own
A White Keys, Or maybe it should
be the other way around

A proup ol vidlage girls and boys
werre challenmng Mr. Keys with ther
vwm sty le of songs. “'Ghost Husters™
became " Dog Mushers™ and so on,
until Butcher entered o purtake
Thay Shrimp saute., Veal Lalite and
other decadent  delicacies, while
everyone stood around wiltching hes
el

After she left, one of the young boys
wld mnother, 1 wonder why she
ddn’t ear thas (white chocolated cheese
cike. Boy, It's sure good!"’

Ioe Glprmie wix the Tirst musher (o
make it o Ruby shortly nfter noon
the next day . He recapitulntes iy par
tcipation in the mee so fur: **1"ve been
huving n rough go, getting staried. |
didn’t have any dog food i Big Loke

A nearly full moon shines on g musher near Cripyple

or any supplies, so 1 couldn’t leave
Everybody lefl and 1 was the last one
thene

1 ode thist time up there i Kohn,
and 1 get there and mn’t gol no dog
Foond, oo straw, no nuthin’ there. Nio
change of ploves, no clothes for
mysell, no food, and | dropped back
down to about 35th place again aml
had 1o watch everybody leave again

1 came over a LS50 miles with no
dig Tood or nuthin’ for mysell either
We got n hintle ragged running across
the Burn (Farewell). We just been
recuperatin . | don’l know exactly
what the deal 15, but 1 just don’t ke
it anyway (oot getting needed supplies
in tune)

U1 mean, there's 70 mushers, wod
they clmm the weather came in, but
just Frown past records they can look
and see who the top 20 teams are and
muake sure them 20 teams’ foxxd is gon-
n be there. You know, there's gon
i be guys o week laler on n

“I'm gonna be s week shead ol
some of them guys. My fod should
have preference over theirs, so | don'
think there's any excuse. Another
thing, when | didn’t have my dog
food, 1 didn't have dog boots for my
dogy either. Now 1'm having problems
with cracks in thewr feet. ™

Ciarmie  elabornted on why  few
Native mushers run the Iditarod:

“Alot of it is politics of the race,
and just seeking sponsorship period
| mesn there are so many mnshers and
drivers in the business anymore. What
businesses there ire in-state are pret-
ty sewed up, and the foreign and

The rrl'.’um: .;,f_ ..".'.I‘un il J;r-;'t-r'u'ni' in the h;IU:mm.l'_m musher Joe Runvan pulls jnio the E.";ri checkpaoing

abroad, - . We just don't have the con
lacts, you kniw. ['ve written a few (ol
the regular Idiarod sponsory), but I ve
pEVEr ROL any response or anything,
w0 haven't pursued i anymore. | just
kinda have o bunth of local sponsors,
my friends and locals from both An
chorge and Nome ™

The only other Native musher 1o
muke it to Ruby closer (o the foont
runners 15 Sonny Russell from
Kotrebue., Russell said his ream
developed some dinrchea Prnhlf.m.-.
eurly on, and he's hod o difficult time
catching up

Chuck Schaeffer, also from
Kotzebue, scratched in McGrath
repirtedly due o his own health pro
blemis and not his dogs.

Edna Peters, Emmiit’s wife, had
sommie very definite opinions about e
yponsorship for Native mushers

“Our Native corporabons need o
give Native mushers more suppon
all of them equally, . .not just one o
two select ones,’” she said,

Ken Chase, o veleran musher from
Anvik who hasn't run the Iditarod
since 1988 added that dog mushing is
# culwiral tradition for Aluska Natives
and agreed that the Native corpora-
tions could do more to help preserve
the Native culture in this area.

“"When we contact nnyone o
possible sponsorship, some of them
wiant 1o know if our Native corpora
tiom s helping us,”" Edna Peters said

Whether it's o valid question for »
potentinl aponsor (o ask doesn’'t real-
Iy matter. The fact remans that this
cultaral tradition needs o survive



