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The answer to this problem is management

by Wayne Anthony Hoss
Viee President, ™aidmal Bille S b

Fhie Adaska Supreme Court eoded i
l|:||_' S A e L LN TE il .'lI',I FJ-.'H';'.II.I' i ."I.I'Hfi
thint the proveseon o the ALsks Con
stituitiom reguimng all bish and walilhile
resiiees e be mgnaged Jor eom
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G pght ol all Alaskans

e Mol dowell cose did not seck 1o
abilish subsistence lantimg by, roral
residents, 0 the word “subsistence”’
wieans the  cipght W take  Fish and
wildlile for consumplive uses

Chie the contrary . The pladnnitis an
the case merely soupht the courd s
assistance i obtaming the saeme righis
i paricipaie i the inking of wild
game o fish as other Alaskans hail

Before the MeDowell decision, peao-
plie whe Lived o the area desipnated
ruril howl o preference 1o take fish and
wildhte, tor subsistence over other
Alika citizens, Since the McDowell
decisiom, oll Alaskans now have equal
i

Some peaple have called the dec
shon “racist T I was not One of the
plaintifls i the McDowell case is an
Alaskn Native — Ron Mahle. Mahle
i a member of Cook Inlet Region
Inc ., but ¢onld no longer participite
i the subsistence hants becouse he
lived in Anchorage.

Soine people lave called Anchorage
the largest Mative village in the stale,
and alf Natives living in Anchorage,
Fairbanks, Juneau and on the Kenan
Peminsuls lost therr nghts to paricipale
in subsistence hunting and  hishing
when the 1986 law was passed
Becuuse of the McDowell decision,
Mahle, s fumily and all Nanves,
regardless of where they live, can now
participate in subsmstence hunts

Phe Aliska Federation of Nanves
o prrapmases that the Alaska Con
shitition be amended W oretarn 1o
riril prelerence bor subgistence Hiom
mg. In mking such o position, AFN
iy trming its back on all Nanves who
Hive fiurkqin arens

Clivw, Steve (_wnwpq:l mlenn faviors such
o proposal. Thinking people reilize,
however, that a rural prelercice Loy
stbsistence  was  diseriminalory
Legislation calling for o viote o
amendmg the Adasks Consttation to
re-establish o roral preferepce means
Alnskin wouldd face one-ol the mirst
divisive ihaues ever seen in this state

A compreeheasve Tish and wildlile
management kystem adrmnistered by
Adaskans wsng ologcal primciphes
carversare that there are more Lish and
wildlife resources Tor all Aloskans
With more fish and waldlife resorces
avinlable tor rural and arban humers
ilihe everybody wins

A the presemt time, however,
Aluska is not fully commuitted 1o such
PAENSIVE TNUEEmEnt progrums

Instewd of passing legislation call
i for constitutional changes, Alaska
legislators should enact legislation pris
viding for imensive management ol
Alaska's fish and wildlife resources,

Cf course, such intensive manage-
ment programs would still not bring
Alnska’s subsistence law in conforme-
ity with the lederal subsistence law

Title VI of the Aluska National In-
terest Lands Conservation Act man:
dates federal managemem of Hish und
wildlife resources on foderal lands in
Alnska of Alaskn’s subsisience law
dises not conform with the provisions
ol ANILCA, ANILC A mandates sub
sistence uses be granted on the huaisis
ol residency only. This directly con-
Micts with the provisions of the Alaska

Coonprs a0utnmm

Becmse i some arcas of the state
prersia] comsumptive uses of fish ool
wildlife mity be moe prevalent, some
penple believe that the stte is unwill
g or unable W recopmize  this
hfestyle. They believe that only the
lederal government will allow this
lilestyle 1o contipoe

Auska  state ofliials musi
demonstrate that as Alaskons, work
g logether, we i solve our own
problenis without federal intervention.

The povernor should immedintely
vall the state’s Boards of Fishenes and
Ciane Nty SESSI0N 10 /el Seusors amnl
bag Himits, methods und means for the
upcianing fishing and hunting seasons,

During periods when fish and/or
wildlife siocks are low inoa particular
aren, the boards can regulate fish and

trsh and whldlife populitions to sufh
ciem nombess in order tha libgml
seasoms and bag lmais can by resuimed
s soon as possible

Fhe Adaska Congresssotal Delega
tion should be asked (o obtain passage
of the neceisary changes in ANILCA
o fucilitate this plan and  preven
federal” takeowver of fish and game
management in Alaska. ANTLCA by
heen amended mine tmes since 1980
Cr congressional delegation shuald
nivt have trouble doing it one more
timie if the state s plan s o regsonable
TG

The staie should imumedjarely initie
lngation in the event that the con
gressional delegation s anable or un-
willing to obtain  the necesssury

SUBSISTENCE

wildlife harvest, using the traditional
methods of seasons and bag limits,
methoeds and means in conformity with
the Alaska Constitution to ensure that
local residents still have o fair oppor-
ity to harvest fish and wildlife
resources n arcas close w ther
residence

In addinon, the stme should
designate such an area as an ““lnen-
sive Muanagemenl Arei’” o restore

changes in ANILCA,

The Alaska Constitution, including
the ““common use™” and equal trem-
ment provisiops, was approved by
Congress at the time of statchood, The

threat of federal rrmmTcmml. thirou ﬁh
the ANILCA legisintion, flies in the

face of the lmplied spproval of
Alnska's right to manage its own fish
and wildlife resources granted through
the statehood process



