Lel’s continue cooperation
in oil spill cleanup work

To the editor

As we approach the close of the
wititer operations assocuted with the
Exxon Valder onl spall, o importan
o note the sense of purpose and
diedication thut hus been exhibited by
all involved.

Throughow this winter there has
heen an atmosphere of cooperation and
productive commumication tha will
carey over 1o the spring and summer
clean-up schedule.

Everyvone imvolved and affected —
the state, the communities and ther
organizunons, the ledernl on-scepe
coordinator und his staff, the media
and Exxon — have and are focusing
on the primury objective. reatnment

The treatment ol the shoreline oan-
dates that a reasonable effort will be
made o restore the beaches to & state
ds near their pre-spill condition ns
possible. However, we all recognize
tht the final resolution must lie with

nature and time. Yet each of us agrees
that our imititivey and encrgies will
e directed wo providing the most pro-
ductive operation possible.

Recent articles and editorials in local
rm::[:ujm us well as cove by the
broadeast media, assure me that even
though at times there may be varying
opinions, there exists a possible and
unified concern for the welfare of the
stale, its resources and its people,

This sititude ensures that any dif-
ferences will be seftled in a construc-
tive manner. Therefore, | am confi-
dlent thal during the ensuing months we
will see this constructive bnd positive
atmosphere work in the best inl rests
of those most deserving: the people of
Alska.

Sincerely,

D, E. Cwncagling

Rear Admaral, U.S. Coast Guasrd
Federnl On-Scene Coordinator
Anchorage

Subsistence is a way of life

To the editor

Food 15 & oced in everyone's life.
With subsistence | can provide many
meals without having o rely on the
village stores, which can become very
expensive. We are fortunate when we
have moose of caribou meat

Jobs can be hoard 10 Gind in small
villages. There are only o few jobs
available in the winter months
Without submisience hunting  and
fishing, the people m the villages
would  not satisfactorily  feed
themselves.

Recently, the Alaska Supremse Courn
declared  subsistence  hunting  and
fishing unconstitutional, because i

favors rurnl  residents over  urban
residents

The people who are against this
msuce do not understand one big dif-
ference. When urban hunters don’t
cateh their animal or fish, they have
SO0 many  stores W buy food W
reasonable prices

For most of the rural people, it is
the way of hfe; it has been for
thousands of years. [ feel that the rural
people should keep their subsistence
rights. It is our lifestyle and our way
ol hunting for food.

Sincerely,
Jimmy Forbes
Toglak

Subsistence is not welfare

l'in the editor

My name is Pete Ezi. | am known
o many people in my 29 years ex
perence on different boards and coun
cils mvolving Native issues,

o a 100 percem Athabascan In
ian Troni Eklatna

| behieve the Alaska Native has an
image problem. The " “subsistence
hunting s Gishing problem s sdding
iy the image.

We konow o means a traditsonal
lifestyle; the dominant society believes
it o be another welfare™ program
Everywhere | go | attack the word
“subsistence T used noconjunetion
with our hiestyle. Does a person in

China have 1o be poor to est his teadi-
onal food?

I've heard o non-Native person (el
me, ““What more do you want? We
give you free hospital, land and money
by ANCSA, BIA 1akes care of you.™'

Any form of laws, while the word
Csubsistence ' s included will only
wddd 10 the discrimimatory  factor in
Alnska.

The stme educational system should
offer a course entitled *understanding
the Alaska Native Culture ™ 1 don'y
believe they know us

Sincerely,
Pete Ezi
Anchorage

McAlpine gets endorsement

Tov the editor

A breath of fresh mir

As a 17-year resident of Alaska, 15
yeurs i the Anchorge arca, | am very
excited and happy 10 hear that Ly
Ciov, Steve MeAlpine 1s runming for
povernor of our greal state

As | have m‘lul[r!ﬂl this fine city and
state as horie, 1 lollow closely and pac-
ncipate actively when tme permits, As
n concerned citizen | hiave not been
very hapgy with many of our local and

state clected officinls in their abilities
nor the directions of their politics.
A breath of fresh air is the lieu-
teoam governor. 1 have hid  the
leasure over the past few years 1o
r and see him in action. Here (s a
man who speaks 1o you, not around
ar over you, a man who will answer
cuestions, aot evade them.

G. Pyle
Anchorape



