Elders sue for subsistence aid

Pipeline
claimed

to ruin
fishery

By LONE k. JANSON

tour clderly Copper Riv-
er Natives who had been ar-
rested last summer for wor
king their  fishwheels  for
subsistence, have sued Sec-
retary of Interior Cecil And-
rus, asking that he compel
Alyeska  Pipeline  Serviee
Company to furnish them
with subsistence aid

The  four men, Tony
Jackson, Peter bwan, Ba-
cille  George, and  Tenas
Jack, are all over sixty years
of age, and one of them is
over ninety. All depend hea-
vily upon subsistence fish-
ing for their survival,

I'hey say that the salmon
of the Copper River, which
have a four year lite cycle,
were adversely atfected by
siltation and other distuy
bances connected with pipe
line construction in 1974,
leading to the disastrous re-
turns this year while the
rest of Alaska cenjoyed a
banner fishing year.

The Copper River mins
were so poor that the A-
laska  Department of Fish
and Game closed the niver
to subsistence fishing.

The four men were w
rested and their fish wheels
padlocked when they tried
to continue harvesting fish
for the winter. Charges a-
gainst them were eventually
dropped, but they were left
without food for the win
ter. Now they are suing
Andrus to force Alyeska te
live up to stipulations in the
Trans Alaska Pipeline Act
and in the pipeline permit
which guarantee protection
of Native subsistence. They
are asking $250 per month
cach.

Meanwhile. a court-order-
ed 60-day cooling off per-
iod  between  Ahtna,  Inc
and Alyeska came to an end
with no apparent progress
in the “good faith bargain-

(See ELDERS, Page Ten)






