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Oil spillsspUls , automobile.automobileautomobile. exhaustexhaust-
fumes

exhaust-
fumesfumes , 'pesticidespesticides'' , indndArid industrialndlndlsindustrial-

and
! s rialrial-

andand municipal wastes-wasteswastesallj-.., alljallyaU t spellspenspen-

one

spell-

oneone thingthin$ , .,.pollution-.pollutionpollution.
.pollutionTen.:-.; TenteiTen

'-

yeart
y-

eart'yy' yearsn .,

ago if you wereltowerewere ioto 'askask'askask'ask'AlaskansaskAlaskansask'Alaskans-
if

"AlaskansAlaskans'Alaskans'Alaskans-
if

"'

if pollution Wouldwoutd cverjj.becverjjbeever'lbeeverlbeveve1b-1b1b:-,' ., '' '-

a
a'-

a
a'ap-

robtem

'-

a
a'ap-

roblem

'

problemprobtem in theirththeirIir 'StStI' StateStatetettheytettheyp-

robably

';{, ftheyjtheyjthey-
probably

'
,

probably 'WouldWould' havehhvv laughed atatiat-

you i.you . Today howeverhow ver , withwitb\thewitbthewitbthep-

opulation

"\' thethe-

populationpopulation growing ;'.rapfdIrapfdI., rapidlyrapidlk,1rapidlk1i:;,i inin-inin-

dustrial

¬.-

dustrial developmentdevelopmentexpandipgdevelopmentexpandingexpanduigexpandipgexpanding ,

and the nationalnationalenergy-energyenergy'energyenergy-.' .tnergY'Co.tnergYCotnergYCo.tnergY'Cous:''
focusfocusfocus-

on
usus-

Onon gas andand'oilandoil' oiloU developmentdevelo'prdevelopr' tt inin-

this

in-

this'statethis-jstatethisjstatethis'statethisstatethis -.' jtate , AlaskaAlaSka'hasAlaSkahasAlaska"has'" has an ' .openopen.,openopen-

door
open-

doordoor with pollution ' problemsproblems-

notnot botheringb'hering"to"kn'ockheringtoknockbothering"to'knockbotheringtoknock'""'to'1to1' '"' knock
'

. ThereThere-
are

There-
areare many groups and agenciesagencies-
fnvol

agencies-
involvedinvolvedinvolvedinfnvol ed -inin.i1'11.i111i111irtl-. ' ! tryingt ingingIt'totoIt' to ':,?, mainnain *.,
taintainlPtainpacelP; *,

ce withit
, th;the'problemstheproblems'pp' ? le , inin-

orderorderrder too-.assume.assumeo.assume"':-,.assumeassume adequatefproVadequate ); proto..

ttectionionion-
'I'II' oftAlaska'snlandtwitAlaskasnlandtwioftAlaska'snlandtwi''!! ' ;.

; Nd4

.
lifeUf , and humanhumanfuhinhabitantsfuhfuhbbti;: 'ff

'
fromfrom'-

pollution

; m
"

''pollutionpollution'poUuti'ohpoUutioh' , butone'ofbutoneof,butbpi oneone 'bff thethe
"
newestnewestnewestInewest-

and

i,

and
,
perhaps'pe'rhaPs' ' .havfaig'one.havfaigonehavfaigone., having '.' oneoneof'theoneoftheoneof'the-

most

'
,;of'' thethe-

mostmpst'potentiallyjimportantmpstpotentiallyjimportantmostmostpotentiallymost -potentiallypotentially'- , important pro-propro'-

grams
pro'-

gram's
lo.- ,.

'gramsgrams'grgr'gram'sgrams' ms'
, isistheis'the;'-thethe- EnvironmentalE vlromiu:1\talvlromiu:1vlromiu1tal:\ Con-ConCon-

laminant
Co-

ntir
Con-

tarrlinant

-
: laminanttarrlinanttirnt '., si; EvaluationEvalu ti n 'programprogram'

:
programprogram-

ECE
program-

ECE(ECE ) tofof'OO' the USU.S. :;. Fish and Wild ¬.,
life Service .'., .

TherThe-.J1SThe.J1SThe.J1SJ1SThe-OSOS-.-.JJJS . 'FishFish'FF' Fishsh and Wildlife

"ss" ServiceServicet
" .YY.
hashas

.-

YService
:

hadhdhdexisting; existing concon--cont-

ariiinant
¬.

taminanttariiinanttatrint ., programsprograms elsewhereelsewhere.-

sin
elsewhere-

sincesince.sinsin.e .thethe.: early 1960'i1960i1960's1960s' , but itit-

W8sn
it-

wasn'twasn'twasntW8sn't until May 1977: that A-AA-

laska
A-

laska
A-

laska
-

laska got involvediilvolved with the ECEECE-

program
ECE-

programprogram by filling one position .

That position was
,filledfilled-filledby:-! byy HoHo-Ho-

ward
Ho-

ward
-¬-

ward Metsker , a. long-timelongtimelorig.tlorigt-. ne Alas-AlasAlas-

See
Alas-

See
Alas-

See
--

(SeeSee FEDS , PagePage 9)9)
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kan

4)-

kan

)

kan with many years of experiexperi-experi-
ence

¬.-

ence with both diethe U.SUS. . FishFish-

and
Fish-

andand Wildlife Service and thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Department of FishFishandandand-

Game
and-

GameGame .

InIrt the fall of 1978 anotheranother-
ECE

another-
ECEECE position was filledfled , thisthis-

time
this-

timetime by Dr . Pat Wennekens Dr..

Wennekins is the new PollutionPollution-
Control

Pollution-
ControlControl Coordinator , AlaskaAlaska-

Area
Alaska-

AreaArea , for the U.SUS. . Fish and WildWild-Wild-

life
Wild-

life

¬-

life Service . He has been extenexten-exten-
sively

exten-
sively

¬-

sively involved in Coastal ZoneZone-

Management
Zone-

ManagementManagement Programs in thethe-

past
the-

pastpast and has worked for thethe-

Office
the-

OfficeOffice of0 f Naval ResearchRese arch , U.SUS.. .

Army Corps of Engineers ,

Alaska Department of Fish andand-

Game
and-

GameGame , and the University of A-AA-

laska

A-

laska

A-

laska

-

laska . Wennekens , working forfor-

ECE" ECE ,, acts as a member of thethe-

AlaskaAlaska Regional Response TeamTeam-

for

Team-

forfor oil and hazardous substancesubstance-

spills

substance-

spillsspills . The Regional ResponseResponse-
Team

Response-
TeamTeam is a newly developed concon-

cept
con-

ceptcept which enlists key agenciesagencies-

and
agencies-

andand individuals for quick and efef-ef-

ficient

ef-

ficient

¬-

ficient response to contaminantcontaminant-
spills

contaminant-
spills 'spills .

Metsker and Wennekens prepre-¬-

sently take the responsibility forfor-

trying
for-

tryingtrying to outline Alaska s$s' enen-enen-

vironmental

¬.-
vironmental contaminant needsneeds-

for
needs-

forfor the future While ' simultanesimultane-simultane-
ously

-¬.
ouslyousiy attacking very real existingexisting-
problems

existing-
problemsproblems within theittheir budgetbudget-
constraints

budget-
constraintsconstraints . According to MetsMets-Mets-

ker
Mets-

ker
¬-

ker , "MajorMajor" effort given thus farfar-

in
far-

inin the area has been planningplanning-

cooperating

planning-

cooperatingcooperating , and initiating fieldfield-

effort
field-

efforteffort forifors determining ' contamicontami-contami-
nant

¬.-

nant impacts on0,000on, the fish andand-

wildlife
and-

wildlifewildlife resource ' Since ECE isis-

a

is-

aa new program in Alaska and hashas-

limited

has-

limitedlimited funding , and since MetsMets-Mets-

ker
Mets-

ker

¬-

ker has no field staff himself ,

he depends a great deal on inter-interinter-
agency

inter-

agency
inter-

agency

--

agency cooperation to accompaccomp-
lish

accomp-
lishlish his objectives . The AlaskaAlaska-

Department
Alaska-

DepartmentDepartment of EnvironmentalEnvironmental-
Conservation

Environmental-
ConservationConservation , EnvironmentalEnvironmental-
Protection

Environmental-
ProtectionProtection Agnecy , and otherother-
State

other-
StateState and Federal agencies '' coco-coco-

operation

co-

operation

¬-

operation are essential to thethe-

ECE
the-

ECEECE program'sprograms' success .

Metsker and Wennekens hopehope-

to
hope-

toto complete supplements to thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska U.SUS. . Fish and WddlifeWildlifeWildlife-

Service

Wildlife-

ServiceService oil and hazardous subsub-sub-

stance

sub-

stance

¬-

stance spill contingency planplan-

in

plan-

inin fiscal year 19791979-

ECE

1979-

EC'E

1979-

ECEECEEC'E' is involved in monimom-mommoni-¬-

toringto ring programsprograms on two AlaskanAlaskan-

rivers
Alaskan-

riversrivers . The monitoring is donedone-

atitatt sites that appearppear to have polpot-potpol-pot-

lution
pol-

lution
¬-

lution problemsp'roblems' in order toto-

gather
to-

gathergather informationinfonnation on amountsamounts-
of

amounts-
ofof pesticides in fish populationspopulations-
inin those areas .

Studies of contaminants inin-

snow

in-

snowsnow particles are proposed forfor-

future

for-

futurefuture work in the ECE propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram

¬-

gram . Such studies in FairbanksFairbanks-
onon snow that had been removedremoved-
from

removed-
fromfrom city streets and dumped intoto-

the
in-

thethe Chena River revealed highhigh-

levels
high-

levelslevels of hydrocarbons andand-

heavy

and-

heavyheavy metals from automobileautomobile-
exhausts

automobile-
exhaustsexhausts . This contaminantcontammant levellevel-

was

level-

waswas found to be significantslgmficantslgmficant-
enough

significant-
enoughenough to impact overwinteringoverwintenngoverwintenng-
fish

overwintering-
fishfish populations andandadverselyadverselyadversely-

aff

adversely-

affectaffectaff ct water quality The snowsnow-

dumping

snow-

dumpingdumping site is now being chanchan-chan-

ged

¬.-

ged to a closed basin areaarea-

In

area-

InIn November of 1978 aa-

leadership

a-

leadershipleadership oiled-birdoiledbird- rehabilitarehabilita-rehabilita-

tion

rehabilita-

tion

¬-

tion workshop was held inm Anc-AncAnc-

horage

Anc-

horage

Anc-

horage

-
,

horage and was a success largelylargely-

doe

largely-

doedoe to Metsker'sMetskers' efforts TheThe-

workshop

The-

workshopworkshop providedprovidedexpenenceprovidedexperienceexperienceexpenenceexpenence-
to

experience-
toto individuals from a varietyvanetyvanety-

of
variety-

ofof groups and agencies on thethe-

cleamng

the-

cleaningcleaningcleamng and care ofofOIledoiled sea-seasea-

birds

sea-

birds

sea-

birds

-

birds
birdsECE

ECE will behe surveyingsurveymg andand-

conductmg

and-

conductingconductingconductmg pre-assessmentpreassessment- concon-con-

taminant

con-

taminant

¬-

taminant studies along with thethe-

proposed

the-

proposedproposedproposedrouteroute of the AlaskaAlaska-

Gas

Alaska-

GasGas LineLme andandwillwill be analy/mganalymganalYllnganalynnganalYllng-

fish

analynng-

fish
/

fish and wildlifewtldlife and theirthetr habihabi-habi-

tats

habi-

tats

¬-

tats for background informamforma-mformainforma-mforma-

tion

informa-

tion

¬-

tion at proposed mineralminerai devedeve-

lopment

deve-

lopmentlopment sitessites-

"ECE
sites-

"ECE'ECEECE"ECE'""' is not trying to hamperhamper-
desirable

hamper-
desirabledesirable economiceconolmc developmentdevelopment-

oror hinder public activity ,
" MetMet-Met-

sker

Met-

sker

¬-

sker stated "ItIt" is rather , tryingtrymgtrymg-

to
trying-

toto protect fish and wildlife popo-po-¬-

pulationspulationsandandand
I

their habitat fromfrom-

pollution

from-

pollutionpollution problems which arisearise-

with

arise-

withwith urban expansion and inin-inin-

dustrial

in-

dustrial

¬-

dustrial development . Hopefully

we will accomplish that objecobjec-objec-

tive

objec-

tive

¬-

tive with support from otherother-

agencies

other-

agenciesagencies and from concernedcconcerned-

Alaskans

ncemedncemed-

AlaskansAlaskans .
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