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Ed GrantGrantsis;s anart exceptional manmallmart
"WHOWHO" DARES NOTHING-NOTHINGNOTHlNG--NOTHlNGNOTHING--NOTHING-
NEED

NOTHlNG-
NEED

NOTHING-
NEED

-- -
NEED HOPE FOR NOTHING "

NOTHINGSchiller

-SchillerSchiller- 17911791-

We

1791-

WeWe don'tdont' know if Ed Grant hashlshls-
ever

has-

ever
:

ever read that quotation , but wewe-

would
we-

wouldwould be willingwiIling to bet that if hefiefi-
ehadithad-ithadit-had-it.- - would typify hisl s ownown-
thoughts

own-
thoughtsthoughts .

Ed Grant has worked inin-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau as the head custodian forfor-

the
for-

thethe Floyd Dryden Junior HighHigh-
School

High-
SchoolSchool for many years . He is aa-

man
a-

manman thattoat takes hishis-
responsibilities

his-
responsibilitiesresponsibilities seriously and hashas-

aa burning desire
,
to succeed .

Ed was supporting his wife andand-

three
and-

threethree children as wellwellasasas-

providing
as-

providingproviding child support for fourfour-

additional
four-

additionaladditional children from his firstfirst-

maggiage
first-

maggiagemaggiage . He took on extraextmextm-

work
extra-

workwork to helphelpmeetmeet the high costcost-

of
cost-

ofof living , but he could not keepkeep-

up
keep-

upup . He foundfQund himself on anan-

endless
an-

endlessendless treadmill .

Last FebniaryFebmaryFebruary (1975)1975( ) , EdEd-

applied
Ed-

appliedapplied to EmploymentEmployment-
Assistance

Employment-
AssistanceAssistance for Training whichwhIch-

would
which-

wouldwould lead to employment onon-

the
on-

thethe pipelinepipeJine . After tooling overover-

various
over-

variousvarious possibilities , Ed decideddecided-

on
decided-

onon the Water-WastewaterWaterWastewaterWaterWaterWastewater-
Treatment

-.WastewaterWastewater-
TreatmentTreatment course being offeredoffered-

atat Kenai Community College .

TfheTheThe big1big' problem was ;: howh w toto-

niake
to-

makeniakemakeniaketjt\ttit\ on the fundsftlnds that werewere-

allowed
were-

allowedallowed for a family this size .

Southeast AgencyAgerlcy contacted thethe-

State
the-

StateState Employment Office inin-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau and explained Ed'sEdsEd's-

financial
Ed's-

financial

'

financial predicament .. TheThe-

Employment
The-

EmploymentEmployment Office was veryvery-

receptive
very-

receptivereceptive to any plan whichwhich-
WQuid

which-

wouldwouldWQuid make it possible to jointlyjointly-
fund

jointly-
fundfund Ed for the twenty-twotwentytwotwenty.twotwentytwotwenty.two-
weeks

twentytwo-
weeks

-.

weeks course .

After looking at all
,
possiblepossible-

options
possible-

optionsoptions , it was decideddcciqeddecided thatthat-

there
that-

therethere was simply no way thatthat-

Squtheast
that-

SoutheastSoutheastSqutheast Agency ahdand thetJletJle-

Employment
the-

EmploymentEmployment OfficeOffOfficFOfficFcouldc9c9couldcouldcould-
provide

could-
provideprovide the necessarynecessary funds toto-

get
to-

getget Ed through trainingtrainifg) and

make iti\iipossible\ possible for him to mootl11'tmeetl11meet-

his
\'t'tt\'t-

his
'

his financial responsibilitiesresponsibilitlcs ..

A lesser'lesser
'

person would havehave-

accepted
have-

acceptedaccepted this as defeatdel at and givengIven-

up
given-

upup any further attempt , but EdEd-

ala
Ed-

ala( ala Schiller ) , did not.. HelieIlelie-

withdrew
Ile-

withdrewwithdrew his entire savings andand-

obtained
and-

obtainedobtainedobtainedaa personal loan toto-

cover
to-

covercover his costs . Still'notStillnotSlm'natSlmnat'' enough .

What to do ?'? .

Ed'sEds' solutionsolu { ion was to fixfx up InsIushisIus-

van

his-

vanvan so that helie could live in111 itIt-

while

it-

whilewhile he was at school.. So , forfor-

twentytwo
for-

twentytwotwenty-twotwentytwo- weeks , Ed cookedcookcdcookcd-

his

cooked-

hishis meals and lived in his van .

During this time , he workedworked-

hard
worked-

hardhard at his studies , Ed was thethe-

top
the-

toptop Native student in the classclass-

and
class-

andand placed in the top( op three overover-

all
over-

allall . He also studied for andlnand-

received
:

received his G.E.DGE.DGED. . . , no smallsmall-

accomplishment
small-

accomplishmentaccomplishment inU1 itself for aa-

person

a-

personperson who has been out ofof-

school

of-

schoolschool for many years .

Upon graduation ., SoutheastSoutheast-
Agency

Southeast-
AgencyAgency contacted Mr.. MikeMike-

Szymanski
Mike-

SzymanskiSzymanski , Alyeska ProjectProjec-
tTrail

Project-
TrainingTrainingTrail ng Coordinator .. MikeMike-

helped
Mike-

helpedhelped Ed getgct to work atat-

Galbraith
at-

GalbraithGalbraith '- Lake . Camp as aa-

WaterWasteWater
a-

WaterWasteWaterWater/Waste-WaterWaterWaste/ - Technician inin-

the
in-

thethe fall of 1975 . Since then , EdEd-

has
Ed-

hashas become the foreman and isis-

responsiblq
is-

responsibbqresponsibleresponsiblqresponsibbq? for-aforafor.afora-. largolarge crewcr.cwcrcw. .

Recently-RecentlyRecentlyEd-.,, , EdEdcamecame to JuneauJuneau-

onon hisIsI s R &&,, R andandstoppedstopped by toto-

let
to-

letlet us know how he was doing .,

HislIis departmentdepa'ttmentdepattment
, ' hash ls< beenheenheen-

awarded
been-

awardedawardedawardedawardedaa certificatecerufcateceruf cate forfor-

outstanding
for-

outstandingoutstanding accomplishmentaccol11 plishmcnl byby-

Alyesk:1

by-

AlyeskaAlyeskaAlyesk:1Alyesk1: for the mostmus.tmust. efficientcffLlcntcffefficient-

WaterWastewater
LlcntLlcn-

tWaterWastewater
:

Water/WastewaterWaterWastewater/ TreatmentTreltmentTreltment-
Department

Treatment-
Department

,

Department onn the pipelinepipeline-

Getting

pipeline-

GettingGetting backbac k to SchillerSclulfer , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid that if youYOIl didn'tdidntdl n'tnt' djrciliJredare totntn-

try
to-

trytry something-yousomethingyou- hadhadnohadnoreason-nono-, reasonreason-

to
reasonreason-

toto hope . Ed has shownhown that ifif-

you
if '

you want something badhad enoughcnoughcnough-
and

enough-
andand you are daring enough toto-

try
to-

trytrytry.ittryit., it canean be done .


