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By LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

While

MORGAN-

WhileWhile other Native languagelanguage-

programs
language-

programsprograms arearc gettinggetlmg bigger andand-

flashier
and-

flashierflashier with moremore federalfedera-
lfunding

federal-
fundingfunding,, the Barrow program isI-

Sunderstaffed
is-

understaffedunderstaffed and only modestlymodestly-
equipped

modestly-
equippedequipped to take on one of thethe-

biggest
( hehe-

biggestbiggest assignments in the state .

Nine out of 10 parents polledpolled-
Inin the area favor bilingualbilingual-
education

bilingual-
educationeducation with equal time( une forfor-

Inupiaq
for-

InupiaqInupiaq and English . Yet thethe-

North

the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough SchoolSchool-

District
School-

DistrictDistrict has only eight bilingualbilingual-
teachers

bilingual-
teachersteachers to handle 700700-
youngsters

700-
youngstersyoungsters and produce booksbooks-
and

books-
andand teaching materials for thethe-

entire
the-

entireentire Slope area .

At the year'syears' beginningbeginmng therethere-

were
there-

werewere bilingual instructionIOstructlon in KK-

througlJ
K-

throughthroughthrouglJ 12 , butbu t due to increasedincreased.-

need
increased-

needjiecdneed to produce instructionalinstructIOnal-

m.lter
instructional-

materials
.-
need

n-
eed

".
"materialsmaterialsm.ltermltermaterials. als , only grade'sgradesgfadgI des' s sevenseveJiseveilseveJ-
ithrough

sevei-
lthroughthrough 12 arearc currently beingbell1gbell1g-

taught
being-

taughttaught in InuptaqInupJaqInupiaq .

', "OneOne" serious problemproblemtiSproblemCistiSCis, is thatthat-
we're

that-
we'rewe'rewere' too dependent on federalfederal-

'rnaybe'rnaybernaybemaybe' money '"'""' , explainexplainsex rlalO ; . DaveDave-

B.Jumgarther
Dave-

BaumgartherBaumgartherB.JumgartherBJumgarther. , who headsheaJ, thethe-

program
the-

programprogram . "HereHere"lIcrelIcre"" , wherewhen; thethe-

1.lI1guage

the-

languagelanguage1.lI1guage1lI1guage. ( InupiaqInuplaq ) isJ!. spokenSpOkeJ1 inIJ1i n

90 percent of the homes , thistlmtlm-

should
this-

shouldshould be a permanentpermanentp-

rogrJJ11
permanent-

programprogramprogrJJ11 " .

IronicallyronllallyI ; , shortshurt fundingfundlJ1gfunding-

comes
fundlJ1g-

cumescomescumes at a timetunc when BoroughBorough-

Mayor
Borough-

MayorMayor Eben, liopsonItopsonHopson is callingcalling-

for
calling-

forfor more local control of schoolsschools-
and

schools-
andand hopes tot make InupiaqInuplaq thethe-

first
,

first language of the boroughborougf,1borougf1,..

"II" would like to be able toto-

reCl1ire

to-

requirerequirereCl1irerequire! all persons employed byby-

the
by-

thethethe North Slope Borough toto-

work
to-

workwork in both Inupiaq ,. andand-
English

and-
EnglishEnglish . But , our workingworkworking-

language
ngng-

languagelanguage needs restorationre ! toration andand-
development

and-
developmentdevelopment ," he recently wrotewrote-
Elaine

wrote-
ElaineElaine Ramos , vice president ofof-

Rural
of-

RuralRural Education , University ofof-

AI

of-

AlaskaAlaskaAIAlaskaka . "II"" 1 feel that , if wewe-

develop
we-

developdevelop a strong , modernmoder-
nindustrial

moder-
nindustrialindustrial "languagelanguage,",

language , ourour-
traditional

our-
traditionaltraditional vocabulary will bebe-

restored
be-

restoredrestored over time withoutwithout-
special

without-
specialspecial effort..

"
TheTh , bilingual teachers at NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope
,

work withwitJ the UniversityUniversity-

ofof Alaska Language Center butbut-

because
-

because their situation isis-

special
is-

specializedspecializedspecial ed , they prefer books Ofof-

their
ff-

theirtheir own making . It is theirtheir-

hope
their-

hopehope itoto, keep Inupiaqlnupiaq pure-aspureaspureast-
he

pureast-
he

-
the oldtimerso.dtimersodtimers.

, spoke it-anditand- notnot-

lap
not-

laplap into the modernmodem versionvrrsionvrrsion-

often
version-

oftenoften spoken by todaystodays-

youngstersyoungstersyoun teltelilnUed.
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"Most

)

"MostMost" of our childrenchildren speakspeak-

EnglisQ
speak-

EnglishEnglishEnglisQ. affectedaffect d by?y InupiaqInupiaInupiaq-
grammergrammergrammer and visavisa versa ,"
explains Martha'Martha.' Aiken whowho-

started
who-

startedstarted the bilingual-projectbilingualproject- withwith-

Alice
with-

AliceAlice Hopson and MarianMarian-
Gamboa

Marian-
GamboaGamboa ., "WeWe" began in 1971J971 withwith-

no
with-

nono books at all and had to makemake-

our
make-

ourour own lesson plans .."
To date they'vetheyve' publishedpublished-

about
published-

aboutabout 50 books-everythingbookseverything- frpmfromfrpm-

the
from-

thethe "TenTen" Legged PolarPoJar Bear"" toto-

"Making
to-

"Making"MakingMaking" Clothing from AnimalAnimaAnimal-

Skins
]

Skins " aridand "OldOld" HuntingHunting-

EquipmentEquipment " ., There'sTheres' even anan-

Jnupi
an-

InupiaqInupiaqJnupi q Scrabble !
,

TheyTh y hopehop to get moremomore-
material

ee-

materiamaterialmateria] from old people whowho-
speak

who-
speakspeak the language correctly , butbut-

that
but-

thatthat 'takestakes' time ,
' money andand-

lleig'onnel:11: ,
i personnelpersonnlleig'onnellleigonnel' 1.. 'II'tt' ' .' .'

I'I'I'II' 1' " , ', 7;- <,

'TheThe"The'tThetThe'"' trouble is that MarthaMartha-
rr{ has been ., working herehe e four oror-
I

or-

fiveI five ;. years and each year sheshe-

never\
,

never knows
, whether there'stheresthere's-

going
'

,

going to be funding or notnotnot,"'',"'" worried Baumgarther .

! Apparently the BoroughBorough-
School

Borough-
SchoolSchool District does not have a

;' gifted grantgra.nt. writer who , cancan-

attract\ attractattracttheattract -thethe-. the federal bilingualbilingual-

I

bilingual-
money

. . tt'moneyI
money'money' being

.,
useds d elsewheree1sewhere in

'
, the state and the BoroughBorougllBorougll'-
f Boroughbudget'ff' budget is hard pressed to meetmeet-

even; even the basics . Barrow teachers .

. \ are paid moremmorere than anyalY) others inin-

the, the United ' States and areare-
ii currently negotioningnego-tioningnegotioningneg - tioning !: anotheranotheranother-

contcontractcont act which , manyl11any fear , willwill-
be

!} '
be evenev'eneven lessJess'less' favorablefavorab1 to theththe-
BoroughBorough . '.

-, Considering what they'vetheyve' hadhad-
i

had-
toi to work

,
with , the Barrow'Barrow' Barrow-

bilingual\ bilingual peoplepe ple have done well ,
i

,
indeed ..", .,

, : '

"II" hear they'retheyrethey're'thetheyrethe'' the'the' best ininthe., the
'-

said
s-

aid
'

: state/statestatesaidstatetate /:,"'' said ' schoolsch
'

61 '
boardboard ,.

presidentpresident'JesliepresidentJeslieJeslie'Js1ie'JJ'' s1ie Kaleak ,. .-

,.
' But '. the-thetheteachers-, teachers , themselvesthemselves

I

,
saysaytheysaytheyneed'help.theytheyJheyJheyne., needneneed'helpneedhelp'help.TheredJ1'eJpTh'eredJ1eJpThere:'help-'helphelp'' :-

:

, ,,.ThereThere.,
There' havehave-

beensvery! beeniyerybeenlyerybeensvery .few'ir.fewirfewir.fewfew'trainingfewtraining"'

'trainingtraining'

ining.sessiiningsessi.
sessions

, <;> s , .'

available
availableform", to, ,.

themthent; ;.andand.," .andewaf4and'tewandtew!"

'/ewew/e ::°havehahave-

hadhad formalfonnalform alal-

them
teacherteacher trainingtraimngtr"airiingtrairiing .:

' AlsoAlso-AlsoAlso-
theyhave

-. -

theytheyhave*' have "nononor" r!] roomfOroomm r
< iriin ' which ',.toto.,toto-

'teacharidftof1'teadhfarid'teach-arid'teachteacharidteach'andmust"dashfromteachandmustdashfrom: ;-', ' , rnustmust " dash'fromdashfromdash'frdashfr'_ m'cJaSs'ImcJaSsI' class'class1
'

, ' '

Jotof classc1ass
,

packingpackingcki g'thgth'theirr booksflb'ooksbooks
'

:
'

;"
i,i-

A

!'A* 4tt$;( ! ,' .jj. ss-

f

s-

4
f
> .lili-44*.-. ' "It'sIts"It'sreally"" ' really sad to'thin-

k

tothin-

k

toto'thin-

k

tothin-

k'think they'retheyrethey'retheyre'"' ;
1
;:' t':;1

;
,

hayinghavingh'ayingshayingsh'ayingscr
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'

,suchcr ' aa harda d , timeti.metime. .
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; , 'usus
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,
I .- think ',(\;; this"is'theisthe""*

isIS
'.'!!,' the .,

"
'

'jj.'
i'; '

tiri1time ftO'ilgftOilgftO'ilgifulIblast"at, to'gottogotto'gotfull'blast'atit'The', '
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t; ;'

,'"jj" '
'ii' : ' " '-

sb
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much
m-

uch
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much
m-

uch'', 'languagelanguage'i'languagelanguage is ,,changing'changingha'1 ing"sdingsding"sd'much'so'muchsomuch; 'tt'!
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ourour
Emma
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