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cil
he is a 9graduateraduateraduate of juneau

high school and attended college
at western washington at bell-
ingham he is employed as a
console 0operatorpaeratorerator with the state
department of administration

loescher told the tundra
times he became interested in
the city council post through his
involvement in the model cities
program

1 I thought it was important
to have people on the council
who represent the citizens and
not just the businessmen model
cities is important and the city
council is important to model
cities loescher stated

although he thought it was
important to have native repre-
sentationsen tation on the council loesch-
er said that he and his running
mates did not run on a native
platformplatfonplatoonn

weve didnt run on the native
cuaseccase loescher stated we had
abilities and we wanted to apply
them toward the betterment of
the community

he added that none of the
austin nelson loescher team had
any fantastic political back-
ground they believed they had
the ability to represent those

who sepporsupporsupportedted them that they
had the interest and they believ-
ed they should not be required
to ofteroffer anything more

nelson prior to working for
the state was employed as a data
processing technician by the city
having worked within the city
structure he felt he understood
much of the city operation and
particularly where the city was
lacking

As does loescher nelsonjiasNelsonhasjias
a deep interest in the model
cities program the model cities
program nelson felt has a de-
pendencependence on the city council so
that he wished to have a voice
on the council

the austin nelson loescher
team represented a unifying nu
cleous for many of the capitol
cityscites citizens who had never
before sensed a need for involve-
ment

the day of elections the ju-
neau empire ran a picture of an
elderly native man who had
voted in city elections for the
first time

yet there were still close to
300 persons who were turned
away from the polls

due to a state law requiring
registrationpreregistrationpre many persons

who had not voted in a recent
election or hadnt registereclregisier6ct
who thought they were register-
ed or who even didnt know
they had to register were not
allowed to vote

A matter of coincidence orof
perhaps not the great majority
of those who were turned away
were alasalaska natives

the juneau elections may
perhaps be an indication ocof
things tit comecomel an event of such
significance that although the
popular media may hail the sep-
tember lease sale as the story of
the year it could be easily over-
shadowed with the story of two
natives in surpassing massive ob-
stacles to achieve what many
thought to be an impossible task

yet the elections in juneau
are also an indication that much
work must be done before alas-
ka natives can fully participate
in exercising their right to vote
historically as in juneau natives
have been disenfranchised

and until the state election
laws are changed or until native
citizens are fully informed of
how to go about exercising their
responsibilities natives may re-
main disenfranchised

barrowitesBarrowites cite land uses
started coming in to stay even
for the exploration of oil with
the petroleum reserve number
four you didnt do anything
until 1945

these claims are proven
just look at these barren lands
out of which we four thousand
eskimos made our living you
can see that we had to travel
many times a hundred miles to
our various camps we occupied
the whole 55 million acres

hopson also defended native
claim to mineral rights saying
that the eskimos used oil seepage
for fuel and that indian title has
been established as a precedent
whereby natives can claim lands
in fee

the eskimo leader also at-
tacked governor miller and the
state for his opposition to the
native position in the land claims
and to abolish existing reserva-
tions so that these selections can
be made

the judgementjudgement of the arctic
slope native association is that
the stubborn greedy dog in the
manger attitude simply cannot
be tolerated it is hurtful to a
settlement it must be condemn-
ed and we do condemn it the
state must recede the point is
however how to make it hop-
son stated

at this point he announced
that ASNA would file suit to
prevent the state from spending
monies derived from lease sale of
lands on the arctic north slope

we have ordered our attor-
neys frederick paul as chief
counsel and his associates davis
wright todd riese and jones
to take whatever legal action is
necessary to prevent the states
spending of the 900 million dol
ars principal or interest

presently they are concen-
trating on a suit against the bank
of america in san francisco on
the theory that the bank has
money belonging to us and we
want it hopson stated

hopson also discussed the size
of the land claim made by the
alaska federation of natives he
cited governor millers statement
the federal government has a

fair and honorable record in
dealing with native americans
and that miller would like to

secure the same treatment for
the alaska natives

how ghastly hopson com-
mented he stated he was amazed
that miller would advocate a
repetition of the history of sub-
jugation decimation and segre-
gation that american indians
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have historically received from
the united states government

hopson questioned the com-
petence of the state and the
miller administration which has

no oil economist no oil lawyer
and no constitutional lawyer

he contrasted the mismanage-
ment of the miller administra-
tion with the efforts of the alas-
ka federation of natives in hiring
justice arthur goldberg and
former attorney general ramsey
darkclark

whilevhfle we deny that our need
or our competence are relevant
factors to judge the amounts of
land and money or both our
need is great and our competence
is amply adequate for a reason-
ably soon full control of our
own compensation hopson
stated

another statement came from
sam taalak manager of barrow
utilities inc 1 I was born in a
sod house at oliktok at an acre-
age that is now worth 72 mil-
lion he told congressmen

three wainwright eskimos
weir negovanna james kagak
and samuel agnassagaAgnas saga also sub-
mitted testimony mr hopson
tells us you do not believe that
we traveled a hundred miles in
all directions inland you are
wrong all you got to do is look
at our country to believe us to
you you can see nothing but we
know where these animals live
and how to catch them

thomas P brower well re
spectedspecter barrow whaler and eski-
mo businessman also reviewed
his statement

1I have been asked many
many times what is there in this
arctic slope worth living for
enduring the frigid cold weather
I1 would say this land of my
birth it is a part of me and
there is much much more that I1
can say 9 brower stated

veteran barrow whaler warren
matumeak added weve have lived
on our land for many centuries
and we will continue to live here
as long as the earth orbits the
sun and we want to beriebenefitfit
from our own land we are asking
you people not to let anyone
take any more of our land with-
out paying for it because ladies
and gentlemen THIS IS OUR
LAND and we love our land 9

arctic slope native associa-
tion delegates from anaktuvik
pass and barter island also intro-
duced statements to be formally
introduced today

the barter island eskimos
from the villages of kaktovikKak tovik

told of how they hunted over
much of the north slope ranging
as far south as where the rivers
flowed to the south

simon paneak and elijah kak
ingakingae of anaktuvik pass ex-
plained of their use of the land

other statements by wyman
panigeo president of the barrow
village council nelson ahva-
kana of barrow and walton
ahmaogak who was born at
prudhoe bay

ahmaogak told of how he
was raised at prudhoe bay where
his family owned a winter house
five miles from the original dis-
covery well

for many years now I1 have
been trying to get an allotmentanallotmentunallotment
where our house was filing first
in 1963 but the government
wont approve my request he
stated

weve had graves at mclntyremcintyre
point over there my grand-
mother was buried by our fish
camp up the kukparukKukparuk river
about 50 miles the oil com-
panies covered the grave with
gravel for a path ahmaogak
stated

joseph upicksoun first vice
president of the ASNA also
reviewed his statementstatementwhichwhich he
will enter formally at todays
hearings in fairbanks

upicksoun said his people
were unified with the AFN posi-
tion in seeking a land claims
solution he added that the most
important provision he felt to be
is the 2 per cent overridingover riding
royalty

withvith your sagacious mind
and wisdom to understand the
2 per cent overridingover riding royalties
is the ties my sons children and
their children will have to the
lands we may lose on what we
truly believe was the land of us
aborigines

1I solemnly believe that this
ground this portion of the
earths surface the arctic slope
region is my land upicksoun
stated

these statements and other
aspects of the barrow presenta-
tion were thought to have been
well received by the congress-
men

it was also generally felt that
the congresscongressmenmen were much bet-
ter behaved at barrow and were
more receptive to natives than
several other stops on their tour

earlier at other villages rather
than earnestly seeking native
opinion thethe congressmen occasocca
sionallysignallysionally initiated angry confron-
tationstatio s with their hosts
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the difficulty is related to the
sh- itshort0 dddurationration of tthehe run inin the
bay and the physical imitations
of the industry which is adjusted
to far smaller annual catches

miller said he waswis appointingappoihtip9
thethi reseresearchaachrch committee in antici-
pationpi aaionation of some ofof theldiffidultthe difficultiesies
which could be posed by the re
cord high runsruns

clarence A bud weberg
alaskasalanskas director 0off international
fisheries willservewill seserverve as chaichairmanamanrman

of the specialspeciapeciat advisory groigro
the committeecomcitteemittee wiwill11ll be66 cco

poseposedd ofofjlshermenflishermen canners rre
resentatives of thei US stast
departmentdipartment bureau of commcommelbommel
cial fisheries and the alasaiasl
fishtish anandd game136ardgame board names
thei 1tcommitteecommittee members will I1
anjouannouannouncedpricedriced wiwithintifin two wweekee

miller said he wants the conco
mitteecittee t to meet as soon as posspos
ble rafteraffeijhethe aappointmentspai&iatmentmen aai
made

Ccongressmen01 ngress en
continued from page 1

tell it like it was we were intent
on explaining this to them now
it looks kind of bleak I1 suppose
this is how little they respect
our claim

after cutting the sitka stop
short the committee lengthened
their flight to juneau in order to
fly over glaciers and to take in
other scenery

asked to comment on initial
impressions of alaskan natives
one member of the entourage
said I11 I was so impressed at how
nicely dressed and how clean the
people were

somewhat more time was giv-
en for the juneau portion of the
alaska trip where the congress-
men arrived sunday sporting
tlingit power buttons which
were presented to them on their
departure from sitka

the tlingit indians in juneau
were at first angered with the
committees schedule which call-
ed for a 45 minute presentation
monday morning follfollowingQwing a 2
hour cocktail party at the gover-
nors mansion sunday evening

they felt that governor miller
and state officials would have 2
hours to voice their strong oppo-
sition to native land claims while
the natives would only have 45
minutes at most to respond

the tungitstlingits were quick to
challenge the prohibitive schedule
and invited the congressmen to
a dinner hosted by the tlingit
and haida council in the gold
room of the baronof hotel
sunday evening as well as a
coffee hour the following morn-
ing

both informally at the dinner
and not so informally at the
coffee hour at which time chair-
man wayne aspinall actively
questioned whether natives had
any right to lands in southeastern
alaska the natives explained
their position

the native position was both
explained aandind defended by such
indians as bob loescher and carl
nelson newly elected juneau
city councilmen dr walter so-
boleff grand president of the
alaska native brotherhood jim
austin president of the juneau
ANB camp richard stitt dir-
ector of the southeast alaska
community action program and
john borbridge jr president of
the tlingit and haida central
council

late monday morning the
congressmen left juneau flew
over yakutat and landed in
anchorage from anchorage
they were to fly to kenai and to
the village of tyonektronek

the tyonektronek natives received
revenues from oil reserves dis-
covered five years ago on the
indian reservation the tour of
the village was intended to dis-
play to the congressmen how
indians could competently man-
age money

due to weather conditions
and because the schedule did not
allow the committee to wait on
the weather the tour was can-
celled

the ccommitteeommittee over nighted
in anchorage and tuesday flew
to dilldillinghamingham bebethelthel ahandnomeandd nomiNome
at dillingham the congressmen
made their half hour stop and
made a brief tour of the town

they alloallowedwe d themalthemslthemsleveseves more
time inin bethel the largest eski-
mo town in southeast alaibaalaikaalaska so

that they could meet waiiwwiiwithtthh tttt
townspeople Jthe congressmen asked seve
al questions they askedforasked for
show of hands from those camjfamj
iliaraliar with the land 61claimsaims bill a
proposed by the alaska pedefederar
tion of natives and approximate
ly 25 responded

the congresscongressmencongressmemen askedasked fiohov
many of these 25 were in agree
ment with the AAFNFN bill thethee tall
revealed only seven

to the surprise of the con
gressmen most of whom aralqarq
are astonished at the amount 0of
land claimed by AFN thethey
learned the only objection bby
natives to the AFN position wwas
that there wasnt enough land
claimed i

leaving bethel the committee
flew to nome where they toured
the king island village and spent
tuesday night

wednesday the congressmen
boarded their air force C 130
and flew to barrow

flying into barrow mednewednewednes-
day afternoon the committee
was greeted by eben hopsonhopsonjHopsonj
executive director of the arctic
slope native association joe
upicksoun first vice president
of ASNA and other north slope
eskimos

afteiafeei viewing the town thethel
congressmen were guests of
ASNA at a dinner which was
followed withwah eskimo dances and
presentations by eskimo spokes-
men

thursday morning the com-
mittee remained on the north
slope to inspect drilling rigs at
prudhoe bay on this portion of
the tour as well as the kenai
trip the congressmen were host-
ed by oil companies

thursday afternoon the con-
gressmen arrived in fairbanks
yesterday evening they attended
a reception held in their honornor
and hosted by the fairbanks na-
tive association the arctic slope
native association and the tan-
ana chiefs conference

As hethe committee began hear-
ings today in fairbanks most
native observers were reluctreluctantreluctanan
to evaluate the tour although
they are somewhat disappointed
that the schedule did not permit
as comprehensive exposure to the
broad spectrum of native opinion
as possible

there is however a note of
cautious optimism

emitemil notti president of the
alaska federation of natives
stated 1 I hope that from what
they have observed the commit-
tee will seese theet AFNhe position is
reasonable justifiable and
thoughtfully put together and
deserves their conconsiderationsidcrationsiderationsid Cration

weve think that it is in the
best interest of the parties in
that the bill moves this year
notti added

it may be too early to evalevaluateuate
the committees tour it may be
aen6eneven too early to judge the ef-
forts in sellingtheselling the AFN land
claims position yet oneone thing is
certain

the alaska native land
claims will be the finalepisodethefiiialepisodefinal episode
theifie united states will seseee in

4 dea-
lingin&wlthwith native

i
americans and

i

notuntilnot until the landjand legislationlegis iiaaionation has
been signed byb3ibai the president of
the united Statesiate&willstateswillswill itiibe known
whetherjusticeitistice has been rendrender-
ed
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