
All
''Barges Arrive at PradhoePrudhoe BaBay

-
LOS ANGELES , OCT . 3 - TheThe-

I
The-

lastlastI ast unit of a fleet of 15115-

oceangoing
S. , ocean-goingoceangoingocean-goceang- ing barges , laden withwith-

vital
with-

vitalvital equipment for developmentdevelopment-
ofof Alaska'sAlaskasNaska'sNaskas' Prudhoe Bay oil field ,

arrived late last night at PrudhoePrudboePrudboe-
Bay

Prudhoe-
BayBay afteraf er a dramatic voyagevoyage-
across

voyage-
acrossacrossacross 1801 80 miles ,. of icy waterwatwater-

passage
rr-

passagepassage from Point Barrow ,

AtlanticA tlan tic RichfiejdRichfield CompanyCompany-
announced

Company-
announcedannounced here .

"WeWe" are greatly pleasedpleasedatat thethe-

successful
the-

successfulsuccessful movement of thethe-

barges
the-

bargesbarges to Prudhoe Bay underunder-
a

unde-
rabnormallyabnormallya b normally challengingchallechallengingc-
onditions

ngingngingc-
onditionsconditions ," said ,. Louis F . Davis ,

vice chairman of AtlanticAtlantic-
Richfield

Atlantic-
RichfieldRichfieldRichfield . "NowNow" , we are nono-

longer
no-

longerlonger dependent upon a 19761976-

sealift
1976-

sealiftsealift for hayingfu\vingfuvinghaving\ fieldfiel productionproduction-
ready

production-
readyreadyreadyatat 600,000600000, barrels

, per dayday-

for
day-

forfor the trans-AlaskatransAlaska-- pipeline
,

asasas-

scheduled
ss-

schedulescheduledinscheduledschedule dinin mid-1977mid1977- ."
The unusual contingentcoptingentcontingentr-

eached. reached its destination during thethe-

past
the-

pastpast
,

twotw daysday behindbehin
,
thethe-

path
the-

pathbreakingpath-breakingpathbreakingpath --bre king ofof the Coast GuardGuard-

IcebreakerBurton
Guard-

IcebreakerIcebreakerIcebreakerBurton, Burton IslandIslandandand thethe-

Cutte
the-

CuttersCutteCuttersCutters CitruSiandCitrus\andCitrusandCitrusand,
\ StorisStonsStoris'rStorisrStoris'r-

Promptly
. ?'

. Promptly on arrival , the hugehuge-

barges
hugehuge-

bargesbarges , towed in by 150 tugboats ,

werewe re maneuvered towardtoward-
positions

toward-
positionspositions that would facilitatefacilitat-
eunloading

facilitat-
eunloadingunloading '-

of
o-f'- of
o-f' f their cargocargo .

LighteringLighter'ing'' barges beganbegant-
ransferring

begant-
ransferringtransferring equipment so thatthat-
the

that-
thethe principalprin ipal barges could bebe-

bro
be-

broughtbroughtbro ght into the shallowsballow waterswaters-

of
waters-

ofof the Prudhoe Bay dockQock forfor-

unloading
for-

unloadingunloading theretbere .

Sophisticated rigging gear ,

heavy duty crawlers and liftlift-

equipment
lift-

equipmentequipment were on hand forfo-
rof.loading

fo-
roffloadingoff-loadingoffloadingof.loadingofloading(-. large buildingbuilding-
modules

building-
modulesmodules andandaa variety of otherother-
heavy

other-
heavyheavy cargo .

Oil field flow stations , a jjasgasgas-
reinjection

>asas-

reinjectionreinjection plant and an electrical.,

generating system are among thethe-

facilities
the-

facilitiesfacilities to be installedinsWled at thethe-

Prudhoe
the-

PrudhoePrudhoe Bay field withwitb the newlynewly-

arrived
newly-

arrivedarrived equipment ..

AfterAftet assembly from pointspoi ts asas-

far
as-

farfar away as SeattleSea ttIe andan
'
J Houston,

the.bargethebarge., fleet had taken positionposition-
inin latelate.JulylateJuly,

.July west ofofPofutPoint Barrow ,

anticipatingnicipatingni cipating,
' thee annualannualsumm,° summersummer-

movement
rr-

movemmovementmovem nt of the arctic icece packpack-

out
pack-

outout to sea . Thisis1 moving allows aa-

olear
a-

clearclearolear water route on tdto PrPrudhoePrudhoe-Prudhoe-
Bay

dhoo '-

Bay takentaken, by similar barge fleetsf'eetsfeetsf'eets-

each
fleets-

each
) '

each summer for the past eight'eight'eightI
''{ ight-
I -

-
yearsye rs .,

Unusually adverseadyerse weatherweather-
patterns

weather-
patternspatterns , however , kept the iceice-

generilly
ice-

generallygenerallygenerilly: shoresbore bound beyondbeyond-
the

beyond-
thethe normal breakup period . EarlyEarly-

last
Early-

lastlast month , a briefbriefopeningopeningopenin-
gpermitted

openin-
gpermittedpermitted 10lQIQ barges to bebe-

brought
be-

broughtbrought through to Prudhoe .

On Saturday , Sept.. 27 ,

following a weather shiftsbift thatthat-

moved
that-

movedmoved the ice packpackoutoutout-
accompanied

out-
accompaniedaccompanied by favorablefavorablef-
orecasts

favorablef-
orecastsforecasts , the 15 barges stillstill-

maneuvering
still-

maneuveringmaneuvering in standby positionspositions-
were

positions-
werewere moved aheadabead past PointPoint-
Barrow

Point-
BarrowBarrow , then continuedcontinuedonon toto-

their
to-

theirtheir destination .

It is anticipated , a spokesmanspokesman-
said

spokesman-
saidsaid , that most of the tugboatstugboats-
will

tugboats-
willwill return westward beyondbeyond-
Point

beyond-
PointPoint Barrow and ultimately backback-

to
back-

toto their home ports . ThoseThose-

remaining
Those-

remainingremaining at Prudhoe Bay , alongalong-

with
along-

withwith all the barges-wjllbargeswjllbargeswjllbarges ,,will- be kept inin-

safe
in-

safesafe moorings for the winter .

Some three weeks ago , 1919-

b

19-

rges

19-

bargesbargesb rges , carryingcarryi g generalneral cargo ,

were directed back to Seward ,

Alaska , for movementmov ment 'ofof.of'. thethe-

equipment
the-

equipmentequipment by railroad and trucktruck-
to

truck-
toto Prudhoe Bay . iSomeSomeSome of thisthis-

material
this-

materialmaterial has already arrivedarrivedatatat-

Fairbanks
at-

FairbanksFairbanks and att PrudhoePrudhoe Bay .


