hours, in which time eight

About the third or fourth day, the mail comier woke me up
early and said | have to toke the mail 1o Ruby, 100 miles

with 500 pounds of fur. It's o bu

,
L
|
:

said, there was no one in town could take it

The first B miles was Koyuk
eat. Next stop was Bishop Mountain,

uk. Stop for lunch but couldn’t

stove, no dry wood. Anyway, | just went to bed. No eat.
Next moming, | opened a can of cherries. | ate six or seven

frozen ones for breakfast.

Eighteen miles to Golena where everyone was sick except
Mrs. Meogan the teacher. She cooked steck for me and |

couldn’t eot it, so she wrapped it up and gave it to me.
The postmaster was acbout passed out, so she took care of

the mail.

Next stop was Whiskey Creek. Thot's where the boss
lived, Ben Durich. | told him, “Don’t cook for me. | think |
|

have the influenza.”’ But | said I'll make it, | don"t care if

die on the way.

Next moming, | just locked ot the

hotcokes

which | been eating the year before when | carried the mail.
| used 1o get away with half dozen.
He asked me if | could make it. | said, "‘Ben, call Ruby,

four hours from now I'll

be there,”

Twenty—eight miles more.. When | got to Ruby, everyone
was laying down ond drinking White Mule and quinine. Just
the two mail corriers helped me. They had two in case one
got sick or drop dead, | guess. et T

This will be port one. The next one will give you the reason
why I'm writing this ond, of course, it will have to be the mail

517 West 2nd Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska

June 17, 1968

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
This is on open letter in
regard to the salmon con-
troversy between the Fisher
men's Cooperative in Bethel
and the State. The key
question to ponder in this
controversy in this—When the
chips are down, is the State,

~FRED STICKMAN, SR,

sell their fish. In 1967 ther
were three fish businesses
where they could sell their
fish—the third being the
Fishermen's Cooperative.
Natwrally, the Native | fi shed
with sold his fish %o the
buyer thot paid the best
price= the Fishermen’s
Cooperative. Given the same
anmount of fish cought, he
mode o considerable amount
more selling to the Coop-
erative. This yeor the same

Native | fished with is fish




Letters to Editor

(continued from Page 2)

spoiled. Where does that
leave the Fishermen's Coop ?
Where does that leave the
Native fi shermen?

People have stated that
many Native fishermen do
not want the Fishermen's
Cooperative in Bethel. |f this
is the caose, why was the
Coop established in the first
place and, once established,
why were they selling to the
Coop if better prices could
be obtcined elsewhere? Why
are there now over D0 Native
fishermen in the Coop?

People have said that there
are 8 fish buyers in Bethel
and that there is no reason
for another—it would hurt
the existing buyers. |
challenge anyone to write
an open |etter to the pope
and nome more than two fish
busines ses, other than the
Coop, that buy fish in Bethel.
The two | am referring to are:
Kuskokwim Packers and the
Shank brothers. Other than
the Fishermen's Coop there
are only two docks in Bethel
(in 1966, P67 ond 1968)
where a fishermon can unlood
his fish for sale. Where are
the other 6 docks? Someone
tell us.

This year o Fishermen’'s
Union wos formed, independ
ent of the Fishermen's Coop,
and the Native fishermen
struck for better prices from
the fish buyers. Why?

The focts | hove stated
lead up to this—the Fisher
men's Cooperative certainly
helped Native fishermen eam
more money for their fish
caught. | know. | fished. |
was there, on the Kuskokwim
River, in o boat for periods
of 24 hours straight, last yea
and the year before.

Now, given the cbove and
other ‘‘facts’’, what is the
answer to the question, ‘‘Is
the State trying to assist in
the development of the

Natives of rral Aloska,
or 1."

lllllllllll L e

Sincerely yours,
John Shuler

——_
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pledge was

from his comp

A few days ago Gravel

signed the Fair Campaoign
Practices Pledge ond urged
all other Senate candidates

up

Trumon and Eisenhower, in

s vhich the

whatsoever.

slinging

drawn

w hum
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primary

Anchorage, Alaska
June 26, 1968

It was rmrﬁd yesterday
he l'urilﬂ refuses ®© headed
his
ﬂrwul. Th

that Senator Emest Gruening
has refused 1o sign the Foir % do so. This

Dear Sir:
Campdign Proctices Pledge




