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By THOMAS RICHARDS , JR .

Washington CorrespondentCorrespondent-

OnOn Tuesday , October 5 , CharChar-Char-
les

Char-
les

¬-

les EdwardsonEdw rdson , Jr. , filed suit inin-
the

in-
thethe Washington , D.CDC. . FederalFederal-
District

Federal-
DistrictDistrict Co'urtCourt' on behalf of thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope Native AssociationAssociation-
and

Association-
andand the Inupiat" Community ofof-
the

of-
thethe Arctic Slope .

.
The plaintiffs ,. listedlistedasasas thethe-

ASNA
the-

ASNAInupiatCommunityASNA , thethe'ArctictheArctiche Arctic'Arctic
''

Slope Inupiat
Community ,. the eight villages ofof-
the

of-
thethe Arctic Slope ,. and 15 indiviindivi-indivi-
duals

¬.-
duals , asked thatthat-thatthe,- the tentativetentative-
approval

tentative-
approvalapproval of state selectionsselection"s'gran-selection"s'granselectionsgranselection"s'gran-
ted

" ' grangran-gran-
ted

¬-
ted by the Interior Secretary inin-
the

in-
thethe Arctic Slope regionregio'n

'

be cancan-cancan-
celled

'.-
celledcell d, that the Interior Secre-SecreSecre-
tary

Secre-
tary

Secre-
tary

-

tarygrantingfurther, be enjoined from grantinggra ling
furtherurtherapprovals'andhattentative approvalsapprovals'andapprovalsand,

'-and
a-nd'andand-

thatthathat) the Arctic Slope be given

an accountingaccountingofofofrevenuesrevenues rere-rere-
ceived

re-
ceived

¬-

ceived from the state-selectedstateselectedstateselected-
lands

stateselectedl-
ands

-

lands. -

"ForFor" as far backbackasas anyone
knowsanyoneknows,:"' the nine-pageninepagenine.pageninepage-. complaintcomplaint-
argues

complaint-
arguesargues , "thethe"" plaintiff EskimoEskimo-
people

Eskimo-
peoplepeople have occupied , used andand-
'exercised

and-
exercisedexercised'exercised-exercised'- dominion over the enen-enen-
tire

'"-
tire Arctic Slope region of AlaAla-Ala-
ska

Ala-
ska

¬-

ska.
'ThisThis"This'."' area comprises a well-wellwell-

defined
wellwell-

defined
-.

defined parcel of fifty-sixfiftysix-fiftysix'and- 'andand'and-
one.half

'andand-
onehalfone-halfonehalfone.halfonehalf-. million '-acres

a-

cres|
' acres of landland-

between
land-

betweenbetween the summitsummit'linesummitlinesummit'' line of thethe-
Brooks

the-
BrookstheshoreBrooks Mountain Range and the(the-
shore

he
shore of thetheArcticthe-ArctictheArctic-ArcticArctic- Ocean , fromfrom-
north

from-
northnorthnorthand! andandsouthsouthlandsouth , and fromfr)m thethe-
Canadian

the-
CanadianCanadianlpefromHopefromBorder toto Point HopeHlpeH lpe<
from east to west..

"Since-"SinceSince"Sincetime"SincSinc" '-' time immemorial thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople of the Arctic Slope NaNa-NaNa-
tive

¬.-
tive Association , the InupiatInopiat

Community of the Arctic Slope ,
and 1:'theirtheir' ancestors , have mademade-
their

made-
theirtheir homes'* on this land andand-
have

and-
havehave usedus d it to hunt , fish , trap ,
andgatherfood'andgatherfood', and gatherfood , waterlVater and fuel .

'ThroughThrough"Through'"" a slow period ofof-
adaption

of-
adaptionadaption , they have forgedforgedaforged-
unique

forged-
unique

a
unique and sophisticated cultureculture-
percuJiady

culture-
perculiarlypeculiarlypercuJiadyperculiarly adapted to the harshharsh-
and

harsh-
andandandsparsesparsesparse arcticarcti surroundings .

TheirTheir-useTheiruse,-,,' use, occupancyoccupan y , domain ,. . .

,and :'' Ownership9wnership ,, were
, j{junchallenunchallen-unchallenunchallen-

ged
unchallen-

ged
-.-

ged by Russia during her soversover-sover-
eignty

-¬

eigntyeigntyover, overwhatoveroverI I, ;what is '
, now thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska aiidand have ' rereore-rereo-
mained

re-
mained

¬-
mainedmainedununconununcontestedontestedtested

,
by thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of this countryountry up untiluntil-
the

until-
thethe time

,.
of the discovery ofofoiloiloil-

on
oil-

onon the
. Arctic Slope .
"AtAt.At"' no time has this landland-

been
land-

beenbeen invadedinv ded orororconqueredconquered andand-
Continued

and-
Continued

and-
Continued( Continued on page 6)6) .



NorthNorthSlope, SlopeSl ' FsEskimos
,

kimos Sue ,
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the plaintiffs havehave never cededceded-
any

ceded-
anyany part of theirth irtandland by treaty ,.

oror otherwise .."" ' "

, ,
The11e] ,: complaintcomplaint"summarizedcomplaintsummarized

"-

summarized
s-

ummarized
"-

summarizedthe
"

summarizedsummarized-
thethe processprocess through which selec ¬.
tions were madernad of the ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope

'

lands , approval by thetherthe-
Interior

the-
Interior

r,

Interior Secretary of those selecselec-¬.- I,I-

t
I-

onstions-tionstionsandttionsselectionsons, -' andnd the sale ., ofotofover' over 900900-
JIilllion

900-
millionmillionJIilllion dollars in leases by' thethe-
state

'

state
,

.,
The InteriorInterior ' Secretary'sSecretarys' acac-acac-

tion
¬.-

tion , argued ASNA , was in viovi0-vi0vio--vi0l-
ation

viol-
ation

-¬

lation of "hishis" legal dutyd ty
,
as trustru-trutru-

tee
trus-

tee
$-¬ '

tee and guardian for(ororIorthe'thetheI' plainplain-plain-
tiffs

¬.-
tiffs..""

They argued further that thethe-
land

the-
landland selected violated Section 66-
oft

6-
ofofoft the Alaska Statehood ActAct-
because

Act-
becausebecause it was occupied , approappro-appro-
priated

appro-
priated

-¬

priated , reserved and used by theththe-
ArcticArctic Slope Natives .

ASNA also stated that thethe-
Secretary

the-
SecretarySecretary actedactedted inn violation ofof-
the

of-
thethe "disclaimerdisclaimer" " clause of thethe-
Statehood

the-
StatehoodStatehood Act , in which thethe-
state

the-
statestate disclaims interest in landland-
held

land-
heldheld by Alaska Natives..

Due process ofoflawlaw guaranteedgqaranteedgqaranteed-
in

guaranteed-
inin the Fifth Amendment wasWas-
also

was-
alsoalso violated , ASNA said, bebe-bebe-
cause

¬.-
cause the Arctic Slope EskimosEskimos-
were

Eskimos-
werewere not given adequate noticenotice-
of

notice-
ofof the selection and subsequentsubsequent-
granting

subsequent-
grantinggranting of tentative approval .

"FinallyFinally"" ,. all leases , sales , con-concon-
ditional

con-
ditional

--;

, ditional leases and conditionalconditional-
sales

conditional-
salessales mademad " .underunder,pnder'thepndertheunderthe'authorityundertheauthorityunderthe'authority-
of

. 'thethe'
'- authority
a- uthority' authorityauthority-

ofof suchsuch.tentativesuchtentative(. tentative approvals areare-
invalid

are-
invalid 'invalid and in violation ofoLSecofSec-ofSecofSec-
tion

Ac, ¬.-
tionlion 66of<!of the Alaska StatehoodStatehood-
Act

Statehood-
Act(;Act'' forfortheland'forthelandfortheland''

,. the ,, land leasedeased] orCr? soldsold-
was

sold-
waswas hotnotnot "vacantvacant'vacant"' ,; unappropriated ,
or unreserved

*' as required byby-
that

by-
thatthat section ,,"" the complaintcomplaint-
argues

complaint-
arguesargues.. '

In addition to Secretary MorMor-Mor-
ton

¬.-
ton , the complaint named.named. BIABIA-
Commissioner

BIA-
CommissionerCommissioner Louis RR.. Bruce ,
Assistant Secretary for PublicPublic-
Land

Public-
LandLand Management HarrisonHarrison-
Boesch

Harrison-
BoeschBoesch, and Bureau of LandLand-
Management

Land-
ManagementManagement Director BurtonBurton-
Silcock

Burton-
SilcockSilcock as defendantsdefendant$.;.:

, J3ruceBruceBrucewas-waswas-. namedamed ;, accordingaccording-
to, to. ASNA counsel FredJredFred: 'paul.1paul.1paul1'PaulPau-
"in

Pa-
uin

, .

"inin"'.inin order to emphasize thethe trusttrust-
responsibility

,

responsibility of , the VnitedUnitedUnited .'

States..?', ' BruceBrucecan,
;: can also <, put

inputputinputinto the management ofof-
the

of-
thethe case from the defendant'sdefendantsdefendanfsdefendanfs-
standpoint

defendant's-
standpoint

'
standpoint , he' added .

Paul placed much of thethe-
blame

the-
blameblame for non-protectionnonprotection- ofof-
Arctic

of-
ArcticArctic Slope Eskimo rights on aa-
conflict

a-
conflictconflict withinwithinn the Interior DeDe-DeDe-
partment

¬.-
partment.. Protection of IndianIndian-
rights

Indian-
rightsrights conflicts with the adminiadmini-admini-
stration

¬.-
strationofstration of public lands becausebecause-
of

because-
ofof 'over-emphasis'overoveremphasis'overemptasisover-emphasis'over-empt'overoverempt', -- asis ' of the BLMBLM-

rol
BLM-

rolerolerol , he saidaid$ .
WhileWhiJe testimonytestimony from thethe-

'will" "EskimcrEskimcr" - plaintiffs will'will' be 'ValuValuvalu-'. valu-
able

valu-
able

¬-
able , Paul noted , thethe'ASNAtheASNA'ASNA1'ASNAASNA '

suitsuit-
will

suit-
willwill be won or., lostlost'on'thelostonthe' on 'thethe' testes-test-
imony

tes-
timony

-¬-

timony of.anthropoligistsofanthropoligistsanthropoligistsof ., ,,"" stasta-stasta-
ted

¬.-
ted Paul.,,

"

According 4o, too PaulPaul , no/datenodateno /:, ' date ,.

forforaa hearing on the' case can bebe'-

Set
be-

'set'SetSet
'

set until a response is receivedreceived-
from

received-
fromfrom theth defendants.. A'A' maxiVmaxi-maximaximaxi-
mum

.-
mum of ..4040.40 days is allowedallowe thethe-
defendents

the-
defendentsdefendents too respond throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe Justice Department . ,

Response from'from' thetheAFNtotheAFNtot-
he

'
, AFN :' toto-

thethe ASNA '
;
,. , action has beenbeen-

favorable
been-

favorablefavorable . AFN president Don1DOfDon! '
Wright stated that the ,. action '- isis-
'a'aa' a "solidsolid.solid"'. lawsuit " whose effect isis-

"being
is-

"being"beingbeing"" heardheardthroughoutthroughout-throughout
-

theth ,

world ..""
The ., suit , on. the verge , of .''

being filed forfo thethe'pastthepast'past six yearsyears',

isisII' believed toto indicate-indicateindicatethe.thethe-. the disdis-dis'satisfactio-

n
dis-

satisfaction
-¬-

'-
satisfaction

s-

atisfaction
'-
satisfactionof

'
satisfactionsatisfactionofof the ArcticAi'Arctictic'SlopeticSlopetic'Slope-
with

' SlopeSlope-
withwith the , 'landland'JandJand'

,
claims bill exex-exex-

pected
¬.-

pected to, be" passed by 'thethe'the'thcthc(,
Congress . .,

n,
'*\

Prior tor filing thethe'complaintthecomplaintthe'complaint-
in

' 'complaintcomplaintcomplaintIcomplaint-
in

I

in Washington , ASNA Executive ,

Director Charles Edwardson , Jr.,
told the Tundra Times'thatTimesthat' hehihi-
wished

'

wishedwish d ,to commend'oommendoommend'commend[
' thethj: HouseHouse-

Interior
House-

InteriorInterior CotnmitteeCommitteeCommittee'membe"rsCommitteemembers'members
. " forfor-

their
(oror-

theirclaimproposattheirtheir-claimproposattheirclaimproposat-

claims$ proposal .;
While commending the' "frifri"fri-"fri-

end

" ¬.-
end of the Alaska Natives on thethe-
Hou

the-
HouseHouseHou side ,;,"'" 'EdwardsonEdwardson' con-concon-
demned

con-
demned

-.',

demned Alaska Senators TedTed-
Stevens

'

Stevensttvens: and Mike Gravel ,. who

are "notnot.not'not".".' the 'friendsfriends'
friends of the AlaAla-Ala-

ska
¬.-

ska NativesNatives..":"" >'

,. ShouldShoul4 , StevensSteven'sStevens
'

and , GravelGravel-
choose

Gravel-
choosechoose to be friends lofof thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska

,
Natives,, Edwardson sta-rstarsta - ,

tedred,. they shall/'runshall'runrunshall"runshallrun/,"' jointly with '

non-discriminatorynondiscriminatoryanon-discriminatoryanon-a -- attitudeat titude ,.'""'ff',1. Edwardson '-attackeda-ttacked' attacked the pairpaitpaitforpairfor.
for ' "allowingallowing'alIowingalIowing"' " the village ofof-
Nooiksut

of-
NooiksutNooiksut to .bebe., be deleteddel ted .fromfromfrfromfrom-
the

mm-
the

.'

the list of villages' eligibleeligib'leeligible toto-
participate

to-
participateparticipate in the settlement un ¬.
der the

,
Senate Interior Commit ¬.

tee proposalproosalproposal..
"EskimosEskimos" have died there andand-

rested
and-

rested
and-

restedrested in peacepepeacece . .ThereThere. There are notnot-
2S252S people there , but their gravesgraves-
number

graves-
number

graves-
numbernumber over 25 ," he said .

Edwardson alsoalto expressed disdis-¬.-

satisfactiont sfaction with SenatorSen tor StevensSteYensSteYens-
for

Stevens-
forfor

'-
a

a'
a "blackmailblackmail"blbl" ckmail" amendmentamendmamendment-

to
nt

'

to"the'SenatetotheSenateto "' the ' Senate bill which wouldwould-
prevent

would-
preventprevent Natives with pendingpendin'gpendin'g-
allotrtrents

pending-
allotments

'

allotmentsallotrtrents from sharing ininI I>, thethe-
economic

the-
economiceconomic provisions of the bill ,
and for failing to treat all AlaskaAlaska-
reservations, reservations .thethe., samesameunder.underunder., thethe-
proposed

the-
proposedproposed legislation !:'

ctct-
Edwardson

YY !

EdwardsonEdward: had praise for AlaAJaAla-Ala-
ska

¬.-
ska '

Congressman1Congressmanfr* Nick
., Begich ,

to whom he shouted demands inin-

Washingt
in-

WashingtonWashingtonWashingt n last spring . Con"Con-"Con."<:on¬.-"Congressmangressmangressman Begich has masterfullymasterfully-
and

masterfully-
andand beautifully executed hishis-
responsibility

his-
responsibilityresponsibility to those amongamong-
the

among-
thethe Alaska Native people whowho-
voted

who-
votedvoted for himhint .

,"."


