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Turmoil Dots AFNFN Convention , TemersTempersTempers Quiet Down
. ,

. By MADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
Staff

SHULMAN-
StaffStalTWriterStalTWriter-

It
Staff WriterWriter-

It
Writer-

ItIt tastedlastedlasteJ three days , exploexplo-¬.-
dingexplodingon the last afternoon in aa-

swirl
a-

swirlswirl .ofof.,of charges and countercounter-counter-
charges

¬.-
charges . Village representatives

were upset.. Land claimscla ns this ... .
What do we get ? Or , most imim-imim-
portant

¬.-

portantpeoplelose, what willwiUwillourour . people
lose?

As the sixth Annual convenconven-conven-
tion

conven-
tion

¬-

tion of the Alaska Federation of

Natives ended in Fairbanks SunSlSun-SunSun-
day

n-nn-
day

¬-
day ,. AFN delegates caniecame toto-
grips

to-
gripsgrips with the growing closenesscloseness-
ofof a finalfma) land claims settlementsettlement-
and

settlement-
andand what it will meanme n.

They voted their support of

President Don Wright'sWrights'' managemanage-manage-
ment

¬.-
ment of the land claims lobby inin-
Congressand

in-
CongressandCongress-andCongressand- voted to recessrecess-
until

recess-
untiluntil a land claims bill is passedpassedbyby the House and Senate .

Wright brought to the concon-¬.-

ventionrequestfor, alongaJong with a request
for its mandate , a promise fromfrom-
President

from-
PresidentPresident Nixon to veto any landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaimssatisfythebill that does not satisfysatisfy-
thethe native people .

( Continued on p9page* * 6)6)
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REGIONALREGIONAL LEADERLEADER-FocusedLEADERFocused- Focused against thet"' map ofor'AlaskaorAlaska'Alaska ,. ASNAASNA-
President

ASNA-
PresidentPresident JosephJ seph UpJcksounUpicksoun ' explained the actions of hish s ' regionreglregionregion-

last
nn-

lastlast weekweekt,toto questioners from the floorfloor of the AFN convention .

AFN Convention . . At*
'

(Continued from page 111)1lJ)
"TheThe"" President has given us aa-

verbal
a-

verbalverbal commitment not to signsign-
the

sign-
thebythethe finalfmal bill till it is approved byby-
thethe Alaska Federation of NaNa-Na-
tives

¬.-
tivestiYes ," Wright told the convenconven-conven-
tion

¬.-
tion .

In a month , or six weeks , Oror-
however

or-
howeverhowever long it takes , theytheywillwillwill-
reconvene

will-
reconvenereconvenereconvene in Anchorage for aa-
fmal

a-
finalfinalfmal decision .

The mandate to supportsupport-
Wright

support-
WrightWright . and

. to reaffirmreaffmn the AFNAfN-
position

AFN-
positionposition "ononun""'>n a 60 million acres
500 million dollar land settlesettle-settle-
ment

¬.-
ment , came after a tumultuoustumultuous-
fmal

tumultuous-
finalfinalfmal session just a few hourshours-
after

hours-
afterafter the credentials committeeccommittee-
certified runitteeunitteec-
ertifiedcertified the authority of theth-

err- convention to open formalfonnal propro-proc-
eedings

proc-
eedings

-¬

ceedings .

For two and a half days moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 200 village delegates hadhad-
listened

had-
listenedlistened to panels , votes to sup-supsup-
port

.-.
port from Alaska'sAlaskasAlask 'ss' Governor ,
Congressman and DemocraticDemocratic-
Senator

Democratic-
SenatorSenator and seemingly endlessendless-
repe

endless-
repetitionsrepetitionsrepe itons of exhortations toto-
organize

to-
organizeorganize , plan and train

.
theirtheir-

peopfe
their-

peoplepeoplepeopfe .

As'As' the convention drew to aa-
close

a-
closeclose , villagevillagedelegates'delegatesdelegates-delegates'- "' appearedappeared-
alanned

appeared-
alarmedalarmedalanned that they might not bebe-
able

be-
ableable to have their say beforebefore-
land

before-
landland claimsclaimswerewere settled-foreversettledforever- .

After all ,. their leadersle ders had toldtold-
them

told-
themthemthemthis;.-thisthisthis--- this'wasthiswas'waswas' their last chancechance-
for

chance-
forfor 'inputinput'' 'beforebefore' efore the bill wentwent-
before

went-
beforebefore Congress.. .

In the midst of an excitedexcited-
session

excited-
sessionsession with attacks upon thethe-
President

the-
PresidentPresident , the board and ConCon-Con-
gress

¬.-
gress, AFN President Don WrightWright-
took_ took a vote to recess and leftleft-
the

left-
thethe room .-

In the confusion that folfol-folfol-
lowed

¬.-
lowed , vice president Phillip GuyGuy-
took

Guy-
tooktook the podium and calledcal1ed toto-
order

to-
orderorder what has been termedtenned aa-
"rump

a-
"rump"rumprump" session .."' About 90 perper-
cent

per-
centcent of the village'village

' delegates prepre-pre-
sent

¬.-
sent voted to call the session '

into ojderorder and voiced their fears .
ThenTh n'asnas,. ' as tempers lowered andand-

aa resolution quickly passed supsup-sup-
portipg

sup-
porting

-¬-

portingportipg Wright and thete'AFNteAFNthe'AFNtheAFN' AFN bill ,
the

,
problem became howho'YhoYhowto'' ;; to getget-

Don
get-

DonDon
,

Wright to return toto thethe-
podium

the-
podiumpodium . The dilemna waswas-
solved

was-
solvedsolved in half an'* hour by exex-exex-
cluding

¬.-
cluding the press ' and altallalallnon! non-nonnon-
natives

non-
natives

-.
natives and reconveningreconv ning as anan-
executive

an-
executiveexecutive session off the AFNAFN-
Boardwith

AFN-
BoardwithBoard-withBoardwith- more than 200 nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

¬-
tive onlookers ':.

passedbeforeTwo brjefbqefbrief resolutionsesolutions passed
beforebeforeIbeforethethe convention ' recessedrecessed-

fI
recessed-

till
I,

fI'" tillAnchorageinAnchorage.its next meetingmee ! g '
,'
in AhchcfAnch ,.

'-voted
v-oted'rage . The AFNAFN'voedAFNvoedAFN-votedAFNvoted'- ! to supsup;¬,

port the Alaska State HumanHuman-
Rights

Human-
RightsRights Commission'sCommissions' Alaska PlanPlan-
and

Plan-
andand to approveapprove the ' $330,000330000$330,000-

I

$330,000-
AFN

$330,000-
AFN

$ ,
AFN

,
budget for the next , fiscalfiscal-

year
_' I' year,.

'

., TheThe'AFNTheAFNThe'AFNagreed'AFN
I

agreed to pay forafor(oraora-
delegate

aa-
delegate,delegate from.from.from each'each' ach village' totata-
attend

to-
attendattend the convention session irfJin,"

Anchorage .
'

Many villageyillage delegates areare just ;:
;

beginning to realizer a1ize what theythey-
'will

'

will'will' losefose . underunde; the land1andland claimscJaims''

billsbiUs , said ASNA President
,
JoeJoe-

Upicksoun'on
,

UpicksounUpicksoun'onUpicksounon'on MondaylMonday
'

"

\ ' 'jj'jwrltey'' ._ "TheyThey-wrlteywrltey- " allan want to say, thiss isi $ .
!;

my land , I want it ,:"' UpicksounUpiUpicksoun-
said

ksounksoun-
saidsaid . "ButBut" the Convention waswas-
not

was-
notnot structured to let them saysa-

yr
say-

itr:? it ." ,

AFN President Don WrightWright-
repeatedly

Wright-
repeatedlyrepeatedly came , out duringdringd ring thethe-

Y
," Y n.

,. 1"

weekend in support of thethe-
ASNA's

the-
ASNA'sASNA'sASNAs' right to fileme its suitsuit-
against

suit-
againstagainst

,
the InteriorI terior DepartmentDepartment-

contesting
Department-

contestingcontesting tentative approval ofof-
state

of-
statestate landlands; .."TheThe"' 'CheChe' intervention of thethe-
ASNA

the-
ASNAASNA is clearly a solid lawsuitlawsuit-
based

lawsuit-
basedbased on aboriginal title . ItsIts-
effecteffectffect is being

,

heard around thethe-
world

the-
worldworld .

,""
At Saturday'sSaturdays' session Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

two
Alaska's-

two

'
two Democrats in CongressCongress-
pledged- pledged to support whateverwhatever-
position

whatever-
positionposition the AFN takes .

"Whatever1Whatever1"WhateverWhatever"" ', you decide II-
would

I-
wouldwouldwouldbe'hothotnot' only carry , I wouldwouldo dd-
bebe happy and honored to carrycarry ,,""
Alaska Senator Mike Gravel toldtold-
the

told-
thethe convention .

Congressman Nick BegichBegich-
feared

Begich-
fearedfeared , however ,. that the AFNAFN-
might

AFN-
mightmight withdraw its support.support. fromfrom-
aa land claims bill in the House atat-
thethethee last minute to see if delaydelay-
might

delay-
mightmight bring a great' settlement ..
He told the AFN that he mustmust-
have

must-
havehave aa commitment from thethe-
AFN

the-
AFN

,

AFNAFNnotnot to block the bill on thethe-
HouseHouse floor if the bill is to bebe-
acted

be-
actedacted upon this session .

"WhateverWhatever"" your decision is ,.
I'llIllI'UIU'' abide by it . But I cancan-
assure

can-
assureassure you that no bill couldcould-
ever

could-
everever come out of that . commitcommit-commit-
tee

¬.-
tee (the-thetheHousethe-HousetheHouse-- House RulesRides CommitteeCommittee )

'
unlessunl ss ' I made that commitcommit-commit-
ment

¬.-
" said . f-ff-

Join
1" -.ment , Begich

TlingitHaidaCentralJoinJohn Borbridge.Tlingit-HaidaBorbridge.TlingitHaidaBorbridge.TlingitBorbridgeTlingitHaidaBorbridge .; Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaida-
Central Council ' President hadhad-
reminded

had-
remindedreminded thetheytheygroup' group that lastlast-
year

last-
yearyear there was no House bill ,
and a Senate bill providing only
10 million acres .

"WeWe" are on the verge of vic'ticticvic-vic-

tory
' ¬.-

tory, but we must be aware ofof-
legislative

of-
legislativelegislative devices thatt1tat will bebe-
offered

be-
offeredoffered to protect us from our¬.
selves... We are all forforone' oneone. AsAs-
long

As-
longlong asaswe, we , arearare together ,, ., don'tdontdon't-
forget

don't-
forget

'
forget ;

,
to ' say Native land rights-rightsrights-

not
rights-

not
rights-

not
-- '

not claims," said Borbridge .
As thethe HouseHouseandand 'SenateSenate'Senate-

billsbills draw close-closeclosetheclose-theclosethe- the debate
'

in-inin-
tensities

inin-
tensifies

-. .,

tensitiestensifies ., Both'Both'
Begich and GraGra-Gra-

vel
¬.-

vel predicted action within aaIa-
month

I'

month:. 'TheThe' AFN
, plan appearsappears-

toto be tottotoconcentrateconcentrateconcentrate their efforteffort-
on

effort-
onononthe-thethe-, the conferenceonference"committeeonferencecommittee"committee-"committeecommitteecommittee-"committee-
where

"" committee-
where

-..'
where Alaska'sAlaskas' legislators will bebe-
less

be-
lessless of a tiny minority . .ThenThen., ,

their last recourse will be appealappeal-
toto President NixonNixon-

Whatever
:.

"WhateverWhatever-Whatever"'- ,
you think of thethe-

pending
the-

pendingpending settlementyou'dsettlementyoudsettlementlyou'dsettlementlyoudsettlement'you'd;,' ' betterbetter-
look

.
look upon it as forever , "TlingitTlingit"TIingitTIingit"TIingit-
Jim

"Tlingit-
Jim

""Jim ThomasThomashad, had
'-

reminded
r-

eminded
'-

reminded
r-

eminded
'

reminded the '

ConventionConvent o on Friday ,..,
'

I'

,
"ForFor6oFponce'tJ6oFponcetJ6oFponce'tJe" { , onceonce-'theonce-the'thethe' e Congress acts-actsacts-

bless
actsacts-

blessyour
,,-

blessblessyour'yy'yourur advisors , it willwiU taketake-
aa miracle too undo what CongressCongress.-
will'will.will,. accomplish this yearrear .

!' -

"AlaskaAlaska" '-

nativ
n-

ativ
'-

natives
n-

atives'

nativess , ,with theirtheir-
expertise

their-
expertise

'
expertise , consider themselvesthemselve-
s'too

themselve-
s'loothisComingthiscomng'tootoo'looloo'

.
good ' totto looklook , uponupoupon

, this

treatybecausetybecausecomingcomng
, settlementsettl ment., as aa treaty-treatytreaty--tre ty-ty--- .

because it would make them tootoo-
m

too-
muchmuchm ch likeJiklikethe, the Indians.." I

'ThisThis.This'". is
,
is a mostmost importantimporimportant-

convention
antant-

conventionconvention ,.". Thomas ' empha'empllempllempha-empha-
sized

¬-
sized . "YouYou" have grave decisionsdecisions-
toto make for "'"' how1ownow ; '

,. atatat-
e

atlast.
. lastfast youyou-

must
you-

must "-shows-how'-shows-how'-shows-how"' 'must what you aree mademade-
ofof( and you must standstandrestandreadyreadyre dy toto-
ac

to-
acceptacceptacept the responsibilitysponsibiIityr ofwhatwitwhat-
your

atat-
youryour futurefuJure peoplepeopleshallpeople-shallpeopleshall-shallshallshalt-. havehave-
and

have-
andand enjoy and whatwhat-theywhatthey,.- they shallshall-
not

shall-
notnottheyshallhave and for._ which theythey-
shall

,'shall curse you .. , '


