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The North Slope SuitSuitO-

neOne of the most heated subjectssubjectssubjectsatat the moment is thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope Native Association'sAssociationsAssociation's'suitAssociationssuit' ' suit against the StateState-
ofoff Alaska and the Department of the Interior in connecconnec-connec-
tion

connec-
tion

¬-

tion with Arctic Slope natives "' position on the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims .

We will say at the outset that this subject has , atat-
last

at-
lastlast , been posed before the public although it had beenbeen-
held

been-
heldheld at abeyance by the leadership of ASNA for quitequite-
some

quite-
somesome time . The action by the Arctic Eskimo group , wewe-
believe

we-
believebelieve , is one that has beenb en a necessaryneceS $ ry step in thethe-
course

the-
coursecourse ' of the battle for equitable solution of the nativenative-
land

native-
landland claims . To have left it out of the battle wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave been a mark of indecision on the part of thethe-
native

the-
nativenative people of Alaska as a whole . It needed to be saidsaid-
because

said-
becausebecause it isis a fact as it stands on its own ., If ASNAASNA-
had

ASNA-
hadhad not acted on it , or any other native group , it wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave been a dereliction of duty by the present leaderreader-readerleader-reader-
ship

leader-
ship

¬-
ship as it would be viewed <by the future generations .
It is fact now as.itasit.. has been acted upon . It would propro-pro-
bably

pro-
bably

¬-
bably be viewed by our future generations that it was aa-
step

a-
stepstep to insurei1sure! a more stable position in the resolutionresolution-
ofof native land claims . ASNA'sASNAs'' action could 'bebe' be aa-
unifying

a-
unifyingunifying force for all parties concerned with the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims issue .

The White element of the battle for the solutionsolution-
of

solution-
ofof the claims issue has been one of defensive attitudeattitude-
onon the ASNA suit . This , we believe , is the desired resultresult-
by

result-
byby the North Slope leadership aridand leaders of other nativenative-
areas

native-
areasareas because there is a definite ring of justice behindbehind-
the

behind-
thethe action .

We believe the ASNA suit will bring aooutaDoutabout moremore-
understanding

more-
understandingunderstanding , and sense of justice , among the partiesparties-
concerned

parties-
concernedconcerned .


