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SatelliieSatellite Pinpoints TwoT'WO'Native WomenWonten in Bush
WASHINGTON , D . C-TheCTheCTheli-

ves
CTheli-

ves
.-

lives of two nativenativnativg women werewere-
saved

were-
savedsaved by the alert use of thethe-
communications

the-
communicationscommunications satellite systemsystem-
serving

system-
servingserving remote villages in Alaska .,

The twenty-sixtwentysix- villages served byby-
the

by-
thethe system are without otherother-
reliable

other-
reliablereliable communications . TheThe-
system

The-
systemsystem hadad been initially concon-con-
eived

con-
ceived

¬--
. . .' ceivedeived by Alaska'sAlaskas'' United StatesStates-

Senator
States-

SenatorSenator Mike Gravel a yearear agoago-
and

ago-
andandandwaswas instituted through hishis-
efforts

his-
effortsefforts in the Senate and inin-
working

in-
workingworking with various governmengovernmen-governmen-
tal

¬--

tal agencies .

-
During the evening of SepSep-Sep-

tember
¬.-

tember 303D, an Eskimo womanwoman-
living

woman-
livingliving at Anaktuvuk Pass waswas-
striken

was-
strikenstriken with acute appendicitisappendicitis-
AtAt about theth : sameame$ time , a pregpreg-preg-
nant

preg-
nant

¬-

nant Indian woman at ChalkyChalkyit-ChalkyitChalkyit-
sik

it-itit-
sik

it-
sik

-

sik entered labor prematurelyprematurely-
andand began herriorrhaginghemorrhaging . BothBoth-
villages

Both-
villagesvillages,. located north of thethe-
At

the-
ArcticArcticAt 1ic Cf/cteCfcteCtttteCircle/ ;, 'ttWreeeivirig1ttWreeeivirig1wetvvetc' " ' 'reeeMtlgreeeMtlg'teeeivrngteeeivrng ' anlh: '

educational program from thethe-
University

the-
UniversityUniversity of Alaska '' via thethe-
satellite

the-
satellitesatellite system . This sytemsytem-
utilizes

sytem-
utilizesutilizes receiving stations concon-con-
nected

¬.-
nectednect d to a specialspecialspeaker, speaker lolo-lolo-
cated

lo-
cated

-¬-

cated in the communal buildingbuilding-
ofof each village .

A village aide ,; elected by thethe-
villagers

the-
villagersvillagers , interrupted the transtrans-trans-
mission

trans-
mission

-¬-

mission in Chalkyitsik with anan-
emergency

an-
emergencyemergency call for medicalmedicaladadad-adad-
vice

ad-
vice

¬-

vice . A doctor in AnchorageAnchorage-
waswas promptly connected intointo-
the

into-
thethe systenxsystem. Meanwhile , nativesnatives-
already

natives-
alreadyalready listening to the ., broad ¬.

cast in the village of TananaTanana-
alerted

Tanana-
alertedalerted the doctor in the nativenative-
hospItal

native-
hospitalhospital there .

'

The doctor in Tanana gavegave-
instructions

gave-
instructionsinstructions through the satel ¬.
lite systemystem$ totog3.ii. formerfonner ', nursenurse-
who

nurse-
whowho had been located in Chalk ¬.
yitsik . The nurse worked withwith-
the

with-
thethe doctor until a plane couldcould-
be

could-
bebebesentsent in to rescue the ' patient .

Officials at the University of

Alaska near Fairbanks were monmonomon-mono-
itoring

mon-
itoring

¬-

itoring the emergency transmistransmi-transmitransmis-transmi-
sions

transmis-
sions

$¬-

sions... Aware that the satellitesatellite-
services

satellite-
servicesservices were scheduled to terter-ter-
minate

ter-
minate

¬-

minate soon , they telephonedtelephoned-
thethe National Aeronautic andand-

Continued

and-
Continued

and-
Continued( Continued on page 66)6})
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Spacepace , istratio atat RosmanRosman-
asking

Rosman-
askingasking that the ' satellite , conticonti-conti-
nue

¬.-
nue functioning ' untilntil theththe-crisisthecrisisthecrisis-
had

,- crisiscrisis-
hadhad passed , NASA , whichwhich-
operates

which-
operatesoperates the satellites ;; agreed ..

', A short
.
time later , the secondsecond-

emergency
second-

emergencyemergencyemergency involving thethe'womanthewomanthe'woman-
with

'-
woman

w-

oman'-
woman

w-

oman'-
womanwith

'

with appendicitisappend ci tis at.AnaktuvukatAnaktuvukatatAnaktuvuk-
Pass

., AnaktuvUkAnaktuvUk-
PasSPassPasSwaswas transmitted onn thesy-thesythesyt-
ern

thesythe ,:sys-syssys-
'tern

*-'-
I'Item'ternternterntem , along with reports ' ofof-
heavy

of-
heavyheavy 'groundground' fogfog"andfogandfogs-andfogsand*"- and fallingfaUingfaUing-
snow

falling-
snowsnow .

,
Unable

, to send ,.bushbush-
planesplanesplanes intoin to the

' 'villagesvillages;'villagesvillagesto-toto-, to , evaeva-
cuate

¬. ,

cuate the two patients to aa-

hospital
a-

hospitalhospital , the doctor injn TanaiiaTananaTanana-
continued

Tanana-
continuedcontinued giving instructions toto-
both'villages

to-
both'villagesbothboth'villagesbothvillages

'

villages through the night ...
The -, following ': morningmorni'ngmorni'ng-

plane's
' ,

'-plane's
p-

lanes
--plane'sp-

lane's
p-

lanes'-Planes'' ' were sent in
';, and'and' thethe-

patients
the-

patientspatients evacuated .

_ Commenting 'In'in' Washington. ,
Senator Mike GravelGrave1 said , "II"'1 amam-
grateful

am-
gratefulgrateful for the ' teamwork' bebe-bebe-
tween

¬.-
tweentw en , .AlaskansAlaskans.,

Alaskans ,. NASA , andand.-

r,..rr"

' the effort.-.--
which soSo dramatically

.

saved twotwo-
lives

two-
liveslives .

I

'

"II"Iam" am proud of'myofmyof-myofmy'-": fellowfellow-
AlaSkans

fellow-
AlaskansAlaskans who respondediespond d onceonce-
aza

once-
again

,
againaza n to the code of theth North ',
but ;, this time utilizing modernmodern-
communications

modern-
communicationscommunicationscommunicationssatellites' satellites.. .,

"WhenWhen""; I first proposed thisththis-
system

s . '
systemsyst m a year , ago ," Gravel concon-con-
tinued

¬-.
tinued , "nono"" one could clearlyclearly-
visualize

clearly-
visualizevisualize theth type

'
ofofemergencyofemergency-

which
,
emergencyemergency-

whichwhich occursoccu'rsoccurs regularlyregldarly andand-
which

and-
whichwhich would go unmetunmet'' were itit-
not

it-
notnot for this system ofQfQfcommunicommunicommuni-communi-
'cation

¬.-
,'cation-'cationcation'cation'catioQcatioQ ..- ' ,- '\

'cationThis*.
ThisThisexperiencerhis: -experienceexperience.experience-. of just , this '

oneoneIoneevening'eveningeveningI' demonstrates , thethe-
clearl

the-
clearclear1clearlclearlneedclear ( need for , this system and

'

its furtherfurtherexpansionexpansionexpansion-expansionIn'one.- InIn'oneInone'oneone'oneone' '

,,,
nightnigh. , it has provided ,. itsitsworthworthworth-
and

.

"andandI", and justified the . costs ' in time ,
money!o ey , andi1d skills which wentwent-
mto

went-
intointomto itit..


