
62 to 98 year-oldyearold-- Indians -

State will prosecute Native elderselders-

in

elders-

inin Subsistence fishing dispute
COPPER CENTER-TheCENTERTheCENTER--The-- - StateState-

of
State-

ofof Alaska will prosecute fourfOUffOU-

felderly
four-

elderlyelderly Copper River Natives forfor-

Illegal
for-

illegalillegal subsistence fishingfishmg .. TheThe-

citations
The-

citationscitations ,. issued about twotwo-

weeks
two-

weeksweeks ago , sparkedsparkedwidespreadwidespreadwidespread-
protests

widespread-
protestsprotests in10 the Copper RiverRiver-

valley
River-

valleyvalley , and Alaska'sAlaskas' DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Fish and Game at press timetllnetllne-

had
time-

hadhadhadnotnot solved the originalonginalonginal-
problem

original-
problemproblem how to divide a poorpoor-
Copper

poor-
CopperCopper River salmon run bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween local people and competcompet-compet-
Ing

compet-
ing

¬-

ing urban fishermenfishennen .

The youngest of the defendefen-defen-
dants

defen-
dants

¬-

dants in the fish-wheelfishwheel- citationscitationsI-
Sis 62 years old , the eldest , 98 .

Many older citizens in the CopCop-Cop-
per

Cop-
per

¬-

per River valley , both NativeNatIve-
and

Native-
andandandnonNativenon-NativenonNative- , support themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

¬-

selves by fishing . The wheelswheels-
of

wheels-
ofof the fishermen who werewere-
Cited

were-
citedcited have been chainedchainedandandand-

loc.cd
and-

lockedlockedloc\.cdloc.cdloc.cdcd\. by Fish and Game ProPro-Pro-

tectIOn
Pro-

tection
¬-

tection officersofficers-
Although

officers-
Although

officers-
AlthoughAlthough a Copper River salsal-salsal-

mon
sal-

mon
¬-

mon problem is not new ., angryangry-
testimony

angry-
testimonytestimony by Native people at aa-

meetlllg
a-

meetingmeetingmeetlllg with FishFIshandand GameGavleGame-
off

Gavle-
officialsofficialsoffclalsoff clals on WednesdayWedne day . July 'II5'* > ,

in111 CupperCopper CenterCen tel ,.. revealedlevealed thethe-

IIlte1lly
the-

intensityintensityIIlte1\llyIIlte1llyIIlte1llyof!\ olof their frustration

The citations resulted from aa-

decIsIOn
a-

decisiondecision by the Department toto-

close
to-

closeclose fishingf slllng for all but two daysdays-
of

days-
ofof the week-SaturdayweekSaturdayweek--Saturday-- - and Sun-SunSun-

dayin
Sun-

dayom
Sun-

dayin
-

day-indayinday-omomday--in-- - order to allowaI/owaIow/ adequateadequate-
escapement

adequate-
escapementescapement for spawningspawnll1g TheThe-

chosen
The-

chosenchosen days allow maximum acac-acac-

cess
ac-

cess
¬-

cess to urban fishermenfshermenfshermen ,. deprivdepnv-depnvdepriv-depnvI-

I1g
depriv-

ing

¬-

ingII1g locallocalsubsistencedependentsubsistence-dependentsubsistencedependentubslstence.dependenubslstencedependensubsistencedependent-
people

-. tt-

peoplepeople an opportunityopportul1lty to fishffish-

under
shsh-

underunder less competitive condicondi-condit-

IOns
condi-

lions
¬-

tionslions
tionsAlionsA

A new law ,. passed in111 thethe-

closing
the-

closingclosing days of thistillS year'syears' legislegIs-legIs-

lature
legis-

lature
¬-

lature but stillstilistilionstillonon the GoverGover-Govern-

or's
Govern-

or's
¬-

nor- 'snor- snor- 'snor- snor- 'snor- s' deskdeskwaitingwaiting for his11IS signasigna-signa-
ture

signa-
ture

¬-

ture ,. sets clear prioritiespriorltles for thethe-

distribution
the-

distributiondistribution ofofscarcescarce fishfishandandand-

game
and-

gamegame resources . Customary andand-

dIrect
and-

directdirect dependence on subsissubslssubsis-subsis-
tence

¬,-

tence resources ,. locallocalresidencyresidency ,.

and the availability of alternaalterna-alterna-
tIve

alterna-
tive

¬-

tive foodfoodsourcessources are the criCrlcri-cricri-
teria

¬.-

allocat1l1glowallocatinglowteria to be usedusedinin allocatingallocat1l1g
low populations of fishfishandandand-
game

and-
gamegamegame-

speedy
gameA

A speedypeedy solution lotoio Ihtthethe-

problem
( lit-litlit-

problem '-problem is vitalvItal., accordingaccord1l1g toto-

Judy
to-

JudyJudy MeidmgeiMeld1l1gelMeidingei of iliethe CopperCoppelCoppel-
River

Copper-
RiverRivetRiver NativeN.JtlveNJtlve. AssociationAssoclatH1I1 In lessk \

than twotwotwoweeksweeks ,. the hoihot weatherweJlhelweJlhel-
and

weather-
andandandswellingswelling fly population willwill-
make

will-
makemake it difficultdIfficultoror impossibleIInposslbleIInposslble-
to

impossible-
toto dry the fish properly for winWlll-Wlllwin-Wll-
lter

win-
ter

¬-

ter use Therefore ,. althoughaJrhoughaJrhough-
the

although-
thethe Department optimisticallyoptll1llstllallyoptll1llstllallyp-
01l1ts

optimistically-
pointspointsp01l1ts to a long season of fishfish-ffish-

ing
sh-shsh-

II1g

¬--

ingII1g aheadaheadasas an answer to subsub-sub-

sistence
uh-uhuh-

slstence
¬--

sistenceslstence usersuse r needs ,. local fisherIhhefisher-fisher-
men

1-11-

men
¬--

menproblemshavefeel that their realreJI problemsproblell1
have been ignoredIgrwredignored-

Ahtna

ignored-

AhtnaAhtna ,. IncIne ,. the regionalregIOn .IIII. NaNJNJ-

tlve

Na-

livelivetlve corporation for the CopperCopptrCopptr-
River

[opplropplr-
RIver

;;
River valley ,. has retained an.InIn. Jl.IIIIat.I-

Itorney
at-

torney
.

torney to representrepro nit the fourtourfour-

Jefendant
tour-

defendantsdefendantsJefendant repretntLdfcalL ( 'a/'aa'af' al/ fishermenshermenffishermen-
and

shermen-
and LotLotaland their representativesreprerepro entatlvesntatives alsoJhoJho-
planned

also-

plannedplanned to meet with InteriorInterHHInterHH-

Secretary
Interior-

SecretarySecretary Andrus duringdurmg a restrerest-

stop
11-

stopstop in Copper Center[ l'nlellnlel' on his1m1m-

Alaskan
his-

AlaskanAlaskan tourlour yesterdayyesterday-
Commissioner

yesterday-

omllllssioner
yesterday-

CommissionerCommissioner[omllllssioner Ron SkoogSkoogofofof-

the
, )11)-

1Ihe

)

theIhe Alaska Department olof l-ishlishJ.tohJtohI-ishIJ.toh-

and
Iish-

and

.- ;
and GameGavle has expressedexprexpresseda<;ed J.IIa. willwllI-wllIwill-wllI-

II1gJ1eS

will-

ingness

¬-

ingnessII1gJ1e\SII1gJ1eS\ lo10to continuecontll1ue workingworkll1g toto-

ward
to-

wardwardwardaa solutionolutH1I1 lo10to the Copper'opperopperCupper'opper-
River

Cupper-
River

('River salmonJlmon problemprohlem In oideiold1underunder-

to
,'

lo10to behe sjlislactorvSJIItICIHsatisfactor, , ( lito10' loc.illocilItl,11lucrlIt > l,11l11., icsiIVs)1\11-

dento
('\ )

dentsdento; ,. theIhe solutionoolutlOnoolutlOn111; will\\111111skill\\ haveholVl' to1010-

Indude
to-

includeunhideIndudeinclude .11., Ir changelh.lngllhlngl. ' inUl tin-tinthetind.is( he- d.i\sd.isd.idisdarksdl\dldl-

open
dark-

sopen

., \ \
open forfo , lishuigfishing11\llIn11llIn\ !


