Note. La.vr month
ra. Times reported the .
of }ﬂe ts - were ‘awarded
{ than' SII ‘million ‘bythe’
< \Indian®’ Claims’' Conimission' . in

"damages' ‘for ‘the failure of the
“Governiment to' provide adequate
goods).and. services;  food..and

- .compensation. as' promised. -Al- ..

; ;haugh the  period covered. in the .
* claim ‘was from’ 1870 to 1946,
* this "dccount; written «in 1964
by .former. assistant ed!tor Tom
Snapp’ indicates - maltreatment
and abuses of the Aleuts by
the Governmént' continued into,
the 1960s.)

BY THOMAS A. SNAPP |

Most people. think. slavery in

‘the United States'was abolished
" with the Civil. War iand the
* Emancipation Proclamation.

Yet today inthe. Far North,
‘in  Alaska, slavery still " exists,
in milder - form 'perhaps than
existed in the deep South but
slavery nonetheless.

The Aleuts 'of ' the .Pribilof
Islands are today living in servi-
tude to the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service.

So strongly are: they dominat-
ed by that federal agency,
the Pnbllof Islanders:

Are being preventéd from
meeting and hearing political
candidates.

2. Are. being arbitrarily
moved against their wishes.

3. Are being pressed into an
economic situation similar to
that of certain West Virginia
coal miners “who owe their
souls to the company. store.”

About 800 Pribilovians popu-
late St.  George and St, Paul,
. two largest of the five Pribilofs.
Their occupation is the catching
and skinning of the fur seals
protected by a 1912 Internation-
al Treaty negotiated by the So-
viet Union, Japan, Canada and
the United States. = The treaty
restricts -the taking of fur seals
 to their breeding grounds.

Main Breeding Grounds

The Pribiloyians are indis-
pensable in the multi-million
dollar -seal skin.enterprise, .the
profits of :which are shared by
those - four countries, since the

Pribilofs  are the world’s prin-

cipal breeding grounds for the
“fur seal.
About 75 percent of them
.congregate there each spring
for mating, and where the young
are born.
Division of Profits

Under the treaty, the us.’

must give 15 percent of the seal
catch on the Pribilofs to Japan
and Canada and the Russians
must give 15 percent to Japan
and Canada from their catch on

the Commander and Robben is-.
lands, - the other less important.

breeding grounds. .~
The -Aleuts harvest. the seals,
the “ seal 'skins are processed in

bilof
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.From . the: ptoceeds an.

amount is deducted for expenses

and overhead.

lowed ' them economic lndepen-
‘dence, ' the Fish" and " ‘Wildlife

Service for a great many years

kept:'them in-a’state of depen-
dency by ‘providing them ser-

i vices but little or no cash.

" Seal Bonus

ljp until’ 1949 they were
funushed food, fuel, clothing. .

and some’ housmg, but -each

sealer ‘was ‘given only $200 to

$300 per year'as a seal bonus.
- Unaccustomed to Money
« The result of this policy of
httle cash was that they did not
- fully-learn :the value and use of
money : ~When ' students went
away ' to Mt. Edgecumbe or
training in the  lower states,
they had difficulty adjusting and
adults were ‘afraid to move
from the islands and come face
to face with a money economy.
Semi-Wage Plan
During . World War II when
there ‘was a threat of Japanese
invasion, - the Pribilovians were
temporarily relocated in the Ju-
neau area. When the Aleuts
returned to the Pribilofs after-
wards, there were protests and
criticism of the Fish and Wild-
life policy. and a ten-year semi-
wage plan was put into effect.
The plan was not too effective,
however, since only nominal
wages were paid above subsis-
tence
Deeper in Debt
In July, 1962, a new wage
plan was put into effect. For
the sealing season, the Pribilo-
vians are paid wages by the Ko-
diak naval scale for board work-
ers. The only trouble is that
they are charged for everything--
from food and fuel to leasing
of  their own homes-and since
their expense continues through-
out the year, their income does
not begin to meet their expens-
es. The Pribilovians are having
to live on:a. combination of
wages, “rocking chair” com-
pensation and welfare. They
are getting deeper and deeper
into debt.
Correspondent Threatened
In October, 1962 the Rev.
Deacon Smile V. Gromoff, the
president of St. Paul Island, be-
came a correspondent for Tun-
dra Times. He wrote an article
published in the November 1,
1962 issue-in which he brought
out the strong opposition of the
Pribilovians to the plan by the
Fish and Wildlife Service.
~Shortly thereafter, Gromoff

.. Instead’. of - payment to the
Aleuts; in cash  for, their - ser- |
‘vices, which . would . have ' al-

abusés contmued mto 1960’

¥ lhe Tower ‘states, and the, ,sk:m
are sold. on the open market in :
New :York, City to the highest |

* St. Paul in the Pribilof Islands, about 1962

was ordered by. Russian Church
superiors (probably under pres-
sure or at the suggestion of
government officials) to give up
“political” activities or be ex-
pelled as a Deacon or ex-com-
municated.
Correspondent Resigns

Gromoff hadn’t considered
himself as a politician, simply
considered it his Christian duty
to try to guide his people.

Deeply religious, Gromoff re-
signed his presidency from the
village council and stopped writ-
ing for this paper.

Plan Imposed

The administration of affairs
on the Pribilofs is by the Bureau
of Commercial Fisheries branch
of the Fish and Wildlife Service
with headquarters in Seattle. In
1962 it announced a plan to
retrain and relocate about half
of the Pribilovians from the
islands - According to an em-
ploye, only part-time work was
being furnished the Aleuts but if
half of them were relocated,
full time work could be fur-
nished the remainder.

The plan, which was imposed
from the top down, was arbi-
trary and the wishes of the peo-
ple were not taken into account.
So great have been the protests
that the plan has been modified
somewhat. Instead of moving
half the Pribilovians from the
islands the inhabitants of St.
George are being moved to St.
Paul.

; Head-on Clash

In 1962 a community de-
velopment social worker was em-
ployed presumably to work with
the people at arriving at their
own destiny. But efforts along
this line clashed head on with
the plans of the administration.

The administration had its
own “improvement plan’’ which
it was determined to put for-
ward. The plan looks good on
paper nparticularly since it is
doctored up in bureaucratic
terms. New homes are being
built -on St. Paul enticing a few
of the St. George Islanders at
a time to move there.

The Fish and Wildlife Service
has reduced the sealing season
from -about six months to
three months. The service has
also made an abrupt change in
the policy in regard to Kkilling
female fur seals. After decades
of struggle: to. prohibit the fe-
male. - seal - from being . killed,
they are now being slaughtered.

Along with ' shortening the
season, reducing the hours and
number of workers. the Bureau
of - Fisheries 'is. pushing efforts
to get back from the Aleuts as
much as possible of the money
it pays them.

Prospects Snuffed Qut

The one good possibility of
the Pribilovians to achieve a
measure of economic indepen-
dence was snuffed out. The
Pribilovians sought to establish
an industry to utilize the seal
carcasses  But the Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries let the
project to a group of Canadians
under a five-year contract. Last

summer the Canadians started
producing and selling mink meal
to the lower 48 states.
Unbelievable Restrictions
The restrictions on visitors to
the Pribilofs are almost beyond
belief considering the fact that
the islands are not of military
strategic importance. Visitors
are captive of the airline that

See PRIBILOF, page 8



@ Pribilof abuses |

(Confinued from Page Three)
serves ‘the 'islands, not that
this is- desired by the airline. A

regulation requires. that ‘all visi- |

tors be kept in direct observa-
tion- by airline  personnel while
they are on the islands.

If 'a person must deliver a
message to.a person on the is-
lands, he must be accompanied

to the door of that person’s:

home by an airline attendant.

Can’t Campaign Here °
Recently, a candidate for the
State Senate, Carl Moses of King
Cove, went to St. Paul Island to
campaign for election. When he
arrived there, he was refused
permission to campaign and was
told permission would have to
come from Seattle. Permission
could not be readily obtained
and ‘he was forced to leave with-
out talking with his constitu-

ents.

Last week at the Alaska Na- -
‘tive: Brotherhood Convention at
Hoonah, in- the keynote speech,
E.L. ‘Kiethahn, curator of the
State ‘Museum at Juneau, traced
the ‘early history -of slavery =

among the Aleuts.
' - History of Slavery
“The ~ attitude  prevailed

_through the Aleutian Islands as

the | promyshlenniki  (Russian
hunters), ‘unable to catch the
sea otters themselves, enslaved
the Aleut . hunters and. forced
them to leave their families and
accompany them from island to
island through the chain and on
to Prince William Sound and be-
yond, never to return,” he said.

“In: less than 20 years the
entire Aleut population estimat-
ed at 16,000 souls, had been en-
slaved then reduced to some
2,000 at the most.”



