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St ., Paul in the Pribilof Islands , about 1962
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, ,,' Last'last' as month ,
thet/fe\TundrtfeTundrhe'tTilndrdhetTilndrd/ ..'\\' Trin'dr:7YmeTrindr7Yme; ' <;f'Tlmej'jeported'thefTlmejjeportedthe,7Ymes7Ymes':,' :.

'"eportedeportedj'eporredjeporred"' ' tlJethe
,

rther:'awarded'snore
(PribilofPribllbf'rlliilfi'JtleiittrlliilfiJtleiitt' ; y-yyAleuts;}!-:

,'Aleuts:4euts4euts': ', wirewtrewere ' awardedawaded;
'tnore"ffhanN"milliontnoreffhanNmillion'tnore"ffhanN"millionfbjli'the'snoresnore' 'i'thanithan"' ' "' '$11"$ ( "'inillfoninillfon' fbjli'thefbjlithe+ bji ''thethe-
Yiididn;l1Yiididn'didi' nVC1dimnVC1dimdCMUnislioiJCldim.t"4CbMinisstortCldim.t4CbMinisstortCldimt4CbMinisstort± . dCMUnislioiJ" in

', "dilgdilg"

'damageddamaged'damages'fordamagesfor";'( ttrfor'forrforrforr'the' Wer'therthe4hie' failure 'ofof' ofof'theoftheof'ther-
'GoVerninent

(';;'thethe-
zpoVerntnenhtat

heh-
erlozpoVerntnenhtatr'GoVerninentrGoVerninentrlo'{ er"ment.tierment.tiermentti" ., ttI(provide adequateadequate-
goods

deq4te4teg-
oo.dl,1and, goodsgoo.dl,1andgoo.dl1andgoodl1and. !,;i,,:,> andandaservtcesservicesservicelaservtces. , , ,. .fpodfpodhodfood., , andand-
compensation

and-
I

and-
cOf'pefJSa

and-
compensationI,
compensationcOf'pefJSacOfpefJSa' o,! , as118as'promnlsed4l-as'promnlsed4laspromnlsed4las'promnlsed4l-

thqugh
'promised-promisedpromisedtAlp'rJnprJn' '? ed." -.

.,.,;-tAl-tAl-tA-
ltthough '

I-II-
l'lhugh

-
tthoughl'lhughllhughthqugh')$ (} , thetht period Covered in 'thethe'the-
'claim

the-
aJrn

the-
Flalm
'''claimclaimFlalm/aJrnaJrn/ "waswas'waJwaJ'waJ1rom

'- was
w- as"' from1rom 1870 toil946tto(>19464946:! .,

thisthithisthisaccoupr.writtenhiri1964accoutUlfaccQaccoupr.writtenhiri1964accouprwrittenhiri1964"tJ\"tJtJ"tJrittetiT" :\,, >'.wrinentfririttetiT,.'
",, {' 'l964196 "

",
byl964byaccoupr.writtenhiri1964bybY.lfOJme.rbYlfOJme.rbYlfOJmerby.'jj' jformerformer

": . . assistantaaaassistant.ltflr.''!' _editortlitoJ; _. TomTom-
"Sriapp

TCJTom-
Snapp '! ,
"SriappSriappSnapp indicatesinilicatel: ' maltreatmentmaltreatment-

i

maltreatment-
and5i and'and' abusesabusel of(}f .th'e.thethe. thethi' AleutsAleutJAleutf byby-

the
by-

.the
by-

thethe.the. G6vernmentcontinued.1ntoG6vernmentcontinued1ntoGoveinntehtncontinued'lntoGoveinntehtncontinuedlnto'GoveMntGoveMnt' ;", . ,
', continu d1nto.:,

' ,,,
, 'the\1960t'thethe1960tthe,1960srthe1960srthe.1960s.Jthe1960s.Jthe1960sJ

'

, .\
',

,. :.) " 0 '" ' 4- '" ".

BY THOMASTHOMAs AAt; SNAPPSNAPP "

i

slaverY'intheinthe0,0MostMost people thinkthirikth)k slaveryslaverY'inslaverYinslai +ery ' in
thethe United-UnitedUnitedStateswasUnited-StatUnitedStatUnited-StatesStates- Stateswass ''waS abolishedabolishedwith

t
with the CivaCivilivi1 , '

Wari-fandWarifandWaraw4andWar: 'andand-' thethe-
Emancipation1 Emancipation ProclamationPr clmati n .,,' :.Yet todaytoda ifrthtit'thetitthei ' the<: FarFar NorthNorth ,.
in Alaska , slavery 'stiltstilt''*stUmn.| ' exists ,
ininmildermilder formf rm "pp'" 'perhapsperhaps',

,

rnaps thanthan-
existed

than-
existedexisted in the deep'jSouthdeepjSouthdyepSouthd epS' ;; outh , butbut-
slavery

but-
slavery ' RR-

The
,*

slavery nonetheless ;: <

The Aleuts
'-

of
o- f' off '

Jhethee PribilofPribiIofPribiIof-
Islands

Pribilof-
IslandsIslands are today living 'hihi'InIn'

"
serviservi-servi-

tude
servi-

tude
¬-

tude to the UJSU.sUs. . Fish and Wild-WildWild-

Ufe
Wild-

life
Wild-

life
-

Ufelife Service .

So strongly are they dominatdominat-dominat-
ed

¬-

ed by that federal agency ,
the Pribilof Islanders :

1 . Are being preventedprevent d fromfrom-
meeting

from-
meetingmeeting and hearing politicalpolitical-
candidates

political-
candidatescandidates .

2 . Are ., being arbitrarilyarbitrarily-
moved

arbitrarily-
movedmoved against theirthe wishes .

3 . Are beingeing pressed into anan-

economic
an-

economiceconomic situationsituation similar toto-

that
to-

thatthat of certain West VirginiaVirginia-
coal

Virginia-
coalcoal miners "whowho" owe theirtheir-
sou's

their-
soulssoujssou'ssoussouls' to the company store .:."'

About 800 Pribilovians popupopu-¬.-
latepopulateSt . George and St ,. Paul ,

, &,(twoo largest of the five Pribilofs .

Their occupation is the catchingcatching-
and

catching-
andand skinning of the fur sealsseals-

protected
seals-

protectedprotected by a 1912 InternationInternation-Internation-
al

¬-

al Treaty negotiated by the SoSo-So-

viet
¬-.

viet Union , Japan , Canada andand-

the
and-

thethe United States . The treatytreaty-
restricts

treaty-
restrictsrestricts the taking of fur sealsseals-

to
seals-

toto their breeding grounds .
Main Breeding GroundsGrounds-

The
Grounds-

TheThe PribiloyiansPribilo.YiansPribilovians. are indisindis-indis-
pensable

¬.-
pensable in the multi-millionmultimillionmultimillion-
dollar

multimillion-
dollar

-

dollar seal skin , .enterpriseenterprise., ,, thethe-
profits

the-
profitsprofitsbythoseof which are shared byby-

thosethose four countries ,. since thethe-

Pribilofs
the-

PribilofsPribilofs are the world'sworlds' prinprin-prin-
cipal

prin-
cipal

¬-

cipal breeding grounds for thethe-

fur
the-

furfur seal .

About 757S percent of themt\1emt1emt1em-
congregate

them-
congregate \congregate there each springsprinSspringspring-
for

!
for mating , and where the youngyoung-

are
young-

areare bombornboo .

Division of ProfitsProfits-
Under

Profits-
UnderUnder the treaty ,. the UJSU.sUs. .

must give IS15 percent of the sealseal-
catch

seal-
catchcatch on the Pribilofs to JapanJapan-
and

Japan-
andand Canada and the RussiansRussians-
must

Russians-
mustmust give IS15 percent to JapanJapan-
and

Japan-
andand Canada from their catch onon-

the
on-

thethe Commander and Robben isis-isis-

lands
¬.-

lands , the other less importantimportant-
breeding

important-
breedingbreeding grounds . --

The Aleuts harvesthavest thetbe, seals ,.
the seal 'skinsskins'skirtsskirts' are processedproceCd

,$ in

- . .

J
,

'tt' ;; t : -
:1if',( .

, ' ,. '

l4h6)4h6they,theylower) Jowloweilower ; "s3tes3te,",States$!tates
"
,.

., ,

'aridarid'and4s4se' ,
,tfietheskinstheskins-

tare
e. .,. .

ffaresoldonJhetareare '.soldsoldsoldon., .;,,on jthe.thethe. ,
, openppen'mppenmppen ' marketrket inirtl

.NewjyorkNewjyork., NewXirtlNewXhighestbidder,t.qrJCitYtqrJCitY)'.QrkCity(City.
'

totc?to"' the ' hi st
btctdebidderbidderFrom;, ;, ., . ,

"-

iFrom
i-

From"

,. -r.Fromr.From--FromFrom-- .-
., "thethe", . the ;,, ,\ proceedsprocee'ds

'
-' an-

amQuptis, ampunt.amqunamqunamQuptis.
,
is'deducteddeductedisaeducted

,

' for expensesexpensesexpenses-
and

expenses-
andand overheadoverheadJoverhead , , ',

'rr'" ' '"
. ," ,

' j; , 11,1nsteadsof11nsteadsof,
Insteadstea4of;; , of paymentp yment too >, thet.the-

Aleuts
e

, AleutsAleuts"utAleutsutffai", ,in , .cashcash., forfortbeirfor'theirfortheir, , ,.:' their, ' , serser-ser-
'vices

sir-sirsir'-

vices
¬-

vices'vices'

_ . _

, , , whichwlwhichrwouldc
.

,>!,;,w.ouldwouldwo., ld
. .."

,> , have.aveave.
. '

., al-alal-
J

atal-

lowed
-.

, ! - - J I' * 1 K "' *lowedlowedIlowedthemthem'theisttheist economic indepenlnde'pen-lnde'penlndepenlnde'pen-
'dence

.-
'dede*"'+dehce'dencedence' c ,. the' FishFishr'mtdFishrmtd* and"and'" "

Wildlife'Wildlife'Wildlif-
eSence 'Wildlife-
ServiceServiceSence; forfot a jreatgreat, many yeanyears

, .keptkept,. keptthemkepHekepHyears.keptdependency{theme
,ini9.a'stai9.astai9astaln'a'stattlnastatt

'

.
a1' state

)'of dependepen-¬-
" ' '-providing

p- roviding'-providing
p- roviding'dency by 'providine'themprovidinethemthem sef-sefset-setsef-

vices
set-

vices
-.

, vices
"

but little or no09 cash . '
'

.
'. Seal BonusBonus-

Up, ', -' , Up untiluntiI ;: 1949 they werewerewere-
I

were-
furnished1I-furnishedfurnished1furnished-,ngandfood ,. fuel , clothingc10tlclothing-
and

ng
andandsomeandsome'housingsomesome'housingsomehousingChousing91.Ousing91Ousing' . , but eacheach-
sealer

each-
sealersealersealer:.' waswaS given

' only $200200$ to
$300300$ perper yearye as a sealteal bonus .,

Unaccustomed to Money
." TheMoneyThe

..resulresul
.
result of this policy ofof-

little
of-

littlelittle cash Waswas that they did notnot-
fullylearn-. fullyfu1lyfullylearnfully-learnfullylearn-learnlearn-"-learntheearn -thethethe'the-,' value and use ofof-

money
of-

moneymoney '- When >\, students wentwent-
away

went-
awayaway to Mt.. EdgecumbeEdg cumbe oror-

training
or-

trainingtraining in the ' lower states ,
they hadhaddiffculty.difficultydifficulty., adjusting andand-
adults

and-
adultsadults were afraidfraid to movemove-
from

move-
fromfrom the islandsidands and come faceface-

to
face-

toto face with a money economy .

Semi-WageSemiWage- PlanPlan-

During
Plan-

DuringDuring World War II whenwhen-
there

when-
therethere was a threat of JapaneseJapanese-
invasion

Japanese-
invasioninvasion , the Pribilovians werewere-
temporarily

were-
temporarily.temporarilytemporarily., relocated in the Ju-JuJu-

neau
Ju-

neau
Ju-

neau
-

neau area ., When the AleutsAleuts-
returned

Aleuts-
returnedreturned to the Pribilofs afterafter-after-
wards

after-
wards

¬-

wards , there were protests andand-

criticism
and-

criticismcriticism of the Fish and WildWild-Wild-

life
'.-

life policy . and a ten-yeartenyear- semi-semisemi-
wage

semi-
wage

semi-
wage

-

wage planplanwaswas put into effect..

The plan was not too effective ,
however , since only nominalnominal-
wages

nominal-
wageswages were paid above subsissubsis-subsis-
tence

subsis-
tence

¬-

tencetence-
Deeper

tence-
Deeper

tence-
DeeperDeeper in DebtDebt-

In
Debt-

InIn July , 1962 , a new wagewage-
plan

wage-
planplan was put into effect . ForFor-
the

For-
thethe sealing season , the PribiloPribiIoPribilo-Pribilo-
vians

¬.-
vians are paid wages by the Ko-KoKo-

diak
Ko-

diak
Ko-

diak
-

diak naval scale for board workwork-work-
ers

work-
ers

¬-

ers . The only trouble is thatthat-
they

that-
theythey are charged for everything-everythingeverything-
from

everyeverything-
from

thing-thingthing-
from

-
from food and fuel to leasingleasing-
of

leasing-
ofof their own homes-andhomesand- sincesince-
their

since-
theirtheir expense continues throughthrough-through-
out

¬.-

out the year , their income doesdoes-
not

does-
notnot begin to meet their expensexpens-expens-
es

¬-

es . The Pribilovians are havinghaving-
toto live on a combination ofof-

wages
of-

wageswages ,. "rockingrocking" chair " comcom-com-
pensation

com-
pensation

¬-

pensation and welfare . TheyThey-
are

They-
areare getting deeper and deeperdeeper-
into

deeper-
intointo debt .

Correspondent ThreatenedThreatened-
InIn October , 1962 the Rev .

Deacon Smile V ., Gromoff , thethe-
president

the-
presidentpresident of StSt... Paul Islandhland , bebe-bebe-

came
be-

came
¬-

came a correspondent for TunTun-Tun-
dra

Tun-
dra

¬-

dra Times . He wrote an articlearticle-
published

article-
publishedpublished in the November 1I ,

1962 issue in which he broughtbrought-
out

brought-
outout the strong opposition of thethe-

PJibilovians
the-

PribiloviansPribiloviansPJibilovians, to the plan by thethe-

Fish
the-

FishFish and Wildlife Service .

ShortlySl,1ortIySl1ortIy, thereafterthere fter , GromoffGron19ff

was ordered by Russian ChurchChurch-
superiors

Church-
superiorssuperiors ((probably under prespres-pres-
sure

pres-
sure

¬-

sure or at the suggestion ofof-

government
of-

governmentgovernment officials) to give upup-

"political
up-

"political"politicalpolitical"" " activities or be exex-exex-

pelled
ex-

pelled
¬-

pelled as a Deacon or ex-comexcomex-com-excom-
municated

excom-
municated

-- ¬-

municated .

Correspondent ResignsResigns-
Gromoff

Resigns-
GromoffGromoff hadn'thadnt' consideredconsidered-

himself
considered-

himselfhimself as a politicianpolitican_ , simplysimply-
considered

simply-
consideredconsidered it his Christian dutyduty-
to

duty-
toto try to guide his people .

Deeply religious , Gromoff rere-rere-

signed
re-

signed
¬-

signed his presidencvpresidency from thethe-

village
the-

villagevillagevillage council and stopped writwrit-writ-
ing

writ-
ing

¬-

ing for this paper .

Plan ImposedImposed-
The

Imposed-
The

Imposed-
TheThe administration of affairsaffairs-

on
affairs-

onon the PribilofsPribiIofs is by the BureauBureau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Commercial Fisheries branchbranch-
of

branch-
ofof the Fish and Wildlife ServiceService-
with

Service-
withwith headquarters in Seattle . In
1962 it announced a plan toto-

retrain
to-

retrainretrain and relocate about halfhalf-
of

half-
ofof the Pribilovians from thethe-

islands
the-

islandsislands According to an emem-emem-

ploye
em-

ploye
¬-

ploye , only part-timeparttime- work waswas-

being
was-

beingbeing furnished the Aleuts but ifif-

half
if-

halfhalfhalfofof them were relocated ,
full time workworkcouldcould be furfur-fur-

nished
fur-

nished
¬-

nished the remainder .

imposedfromThe plan , which was imposedimpos dd-

fromfrom the top down , was arbiarbi-arbi-
trary

arbi-
trary

¬-

trary and the wishes of the peopeo-peo-
ple

¬.-
plepIe were not taken into account..

So great have been the protestsprotests-
that

protests-
thatthat the plan has been modifiedmodified-
somewhat

modified-
somewhatsomewhat.. Instead ofofmovingmovingmoving-
half

moving-
halfhalf the Pribilovians from thethe-

islands
the-

islandsislands the inhabitants of StS1..

George arete being moved to StS1..

Paul..

Head-onHeadon- ClashClash-

In
Clash-

In
Clash-

InIn 1962 a community dede-dede-

velopment
¬.-

velopment social worker was emem-em-

ployed
em-

ployed
¬-

ployed presumably to work withwith-
the

with-
thethe people at arriving at theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown destiny . But efforts alongalong-
this

along-
thisthis line clashed head on withwith-
the

with-
thethe planspl s of the administration .

The administration had itsits-

own
its-

ownown "improvementimprovement" plan" whichwhich-
itit was determined to put forfor-for-

ward
¬.-

ward . The plan looks good onon-

paper
on-

paperpaper particularly since it isis-

doctored
is-

doctoreddoctored up in bureaucraticbureaucratic-
terms

bureaucratic-
termsterms . New homes are beingbeing-
built

being-
builtbuilt on St . Paul enticing a fewfew-

of
few-

ofof the St ., George Islanders atat-

a
at-

aa time toto move there .,

The Fish and Wildlife ServiceService-
has

Service-
hashas reduced the sealing seasonseason-
from

season-
fromfrom about six< months toto-

three
to-

threethree months . The service hashas-

also
has-

alsoalso mademademadean
'

an abrupt change inin-

the
in-

thethe policy in regard to killingkilling-
female

killing-
femalefemale fur seals . After decadesdecades-
of

decades-
ofof struggle to prohibit the fefe-fefe-

male
fe-

male
¬-

male,:, seal from being killedkjJled ,

theytliey are now being slaughtered .

Along with shortening thethe-

season
the-

seasonseason , reducing the hours andand-

number
and-

numbernumber of workers ,. the BureauBureau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Fisheries is pushing effortsefforts-
toto get back from the Aleuts asas-

much
as-

muchmuch as possible of the moneymoney-
itit pays them .,

Prospects Snuffed OutOut-

The
Out-

TheThe one good possibility ofof-

the
of-

thethe Pribilovians to achieve aa-

measure
a-

measuremeasure of economic indepenindepen-indepen-
dence

indepen-
dence

¬-

dence was snuffedsnuffedoutout.. TheThe-
Pribilovians

The-
PribiloviansPribilovians sought to establishestablish-
anan industry to utilize the sealseal-

carcasses
seal-

carcassescarcasses But the Bureau ofof-
Commercial

of-
CommercialCommercial Fisheries let thethe-

project
the-

projectproject to a group of CanadiansCanadians-
under

Canadians-
underunder a five-yearfiveyear- contract.. Last

summer the Canadians startedstarted-
producing

started-
producingproducing and selling mink mealmeal-
to

meal-
toto the lower 48 states .,

Unbelievable RestrictionsRestrictions-
The

Restrictions-
The

Restrictions-
TheThe restrictions on visitors toto-

the
to-

the
to-

thethe Pribilofs are almost beyondbeyond-
belief

beyond-
belief

beyond-
beliefbelief considering the fact thatthat-
the

that-
the

that-
thethe islands are not ofofmilitarymilitarymilitary-
strategic

military-
strategic

military-
strategicstrategic importance . VisitorsVisitors-
areare captive of the airline thatthat-

See

that-

See

that-

SeeSee PRIBILOF , page 8



. ' PrflJiloJPrflJiloJlIitPrtbtlo . lIit{;$ s ..

(Continued from Page Three ) .

servesserseresserveses the islands ,. not ' thatthat-

this
that-

this
that

this is desireddesi ed bjrbrby the airlinerline . AA-

regulation
A-

regulationregulation requires 'thatthat'thatall'' all visl-vislvist-vistvisi-visivisl-

tor
vist-

tor
visi-

tors
-

tortors$ be keptcept! in directdirectect observaobserva-observa-

tion
¬.-

tion-tiontionby-. by airlinelrline personnel'personnel' whilewhile-

they
whilewhile-

they
'

they are 90on9n the islands .

If a 'personperson' must deliver aa-

m
a-

messagemmessagessage to a person on the isis-isis-

lands
is-

lands
¬-

lands , he must be accompaniedaccompanied-
toto the door of that person'spersonsperson's-

home
person's-

home

'
home by an airline attendant ..

Can'tCant' Campaign HereHere-
Recently

Here-
Recently

Here-
RecentlyRecently ,. a candidate for thethe-

State
the-

StateState Senate , Carl Moses of KingKing-

Cove

King-

CoveCove , went to StSt.. Paul Island toto-

campaign
to-

campaigncampaign for election . When hehe-

arrived
he-

arrivedarrived there , he was refusedrefused-

pennission
refused-

permissionpermissionpennission to campaign and waswas-

told
was-

toldtold permissionpennission would have toto-

come
to-

comecome from Seattle . PermissionPennissionPermission-

couldcould not be readily obtainedobtained-

and'he
obtained-

and'heandand'heandhe"hehe"' was forced to leave withwith-with-

out
with-

out
¬-

out talking with his constituconstitu-constitu-
ents

constitu-
ents

¬-

ents .

Last week at the Alaska NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive' jBrotherhoodBrothBrotherhoodrhood 'ConventionConvention' atat-

Hoo
at-

HoonahHoonahHoo ab ,. in the ' keynotekeynote"speechkeynotespeechspeech
""

speech,,
E.LEL. . Kiethahn , curator of thethe-

Stat
the-

StateStateStat Museum atatJuneauJuneau , tracedtrace4trace4-
Ut

traced-
thetheUt "earlyearly'early"' historyhishistoryofrY

'
of slaveryslavery-

among

"

among the , Aleuts .

,

Slavery"TheHistory of Slavery
"TheThe"" attitude prevailed

throughprevailedthroughthe Aleutian Islands asas-

the
as-

thethe ,. promyshlenniki (RussianRussian-
hunters

Russian-
huntershunters ), unable to catch thethe-

sea
the-

seasea otters themselves , enslavede'nSlavede'nSlaved-

the
enslaved-

the

'

the Aleut hunters and forcedforced-
them

forced-
themthem to leave their families andand-
accompany

and-
accompanyaccompany them from island toto-

island
to-

islandisland through the chain and onon-

to
on-

toto PrincePrincq(,
William Sound and be ¬.

yond , never to return ," he said .

"InIn" less than 20 years thethe-

entire
the-

entireentire Aleut populationpopulati'on',

estimatestimat-estimat-
ed

estimat-
ed

¬-

ed at 16,00016000, souls , had been enen-enen-

slaved
¬.-

slaved then reduced to some
2,0002000, at the most.."


