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\ ( CC11978) 1978 by Theresa PedersonPederso-
nEditors

Pederso-
nEditor

Pederso-
nEditors(EditorsEditors Note : Theresa PePe-PePe-

derson
Pe-

derson
¬-

derson is a research intern atat-

UNTAR
at-

UNITARUNITARUN/TARUNTAR/ ,. UnitedUnited NationsN tons; In ¬;=
stitutest/tutesttute/ forlor Training and ReRe-ReRe-

search
Re-

search
¬-

search , and an active membermember-

ofof01 the Inuit communitycommuity'! fromIromIrom-
Alaska

from-
AlaskaAlaska . ) ,

'

The Inupiat have had aa-

very
a-

veryvery successful 35,00035000, years InIn-

the
in-

thethe ', Arctic . As everyone, wewe-

are
we-

areare faced with the futurefutureIn. InIn--In-In-
dustrlal

-
In-

dustrial
¬-

dustrialdustrlal andandmilitarymilitary technolotechnolo-technolo-
gies

technolo-
gies

¬-

gies from the western econoecono-econecono-
mies

¬-

mies have brought great dan ¬.
gers to the future survivalsurvivalofofof-

the
of-

thethe Arctic'Arctic' man-animalmananimalman-anim'aLanim'aLmananim'aL-
For

-- ' .

For the Inupiat of the cir-circir-

cumpolar
cir-

cumpolar
-.

cumpolar region , there is anan-

absolute
an-

absoluteabsolute link betweenb tween the enen-enen-

vironmental
en-

vironmental
¬-

vironmental securitysec rity of the ArcArc-Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
¬-

tic and the banning of destrucdestruc-destruc-
tive

destruc-
tive

¬-

tive technologiestechnologiesof,. -ofof'of-' , which thethe-

most
the-

mostmost destructive is the oneone-

which
one-

whichwhich makes nuclear weaponsweapons-
possible

weapons-
possiblepossible . .

Many cultures , other thanthan-
those

than-
thosethose which create weaponsweajJons ofof-

mass
of-

massmass destruction , persist andand-

have
and-

havehave begun to make inquiriesinquiries-
into

inquiries-
intointo all possible channelchannechannels to helphelp-
the

help-
thethe modern man ,.,, who is lost ,

to secure and to put into pracprac-prac-
tice

prac-
tice

¬-

tice the knowledge of survivalsurviva-
lwithout

surviva-
lwithoutwithout such weapons If suchsuch-
weapons

such-
weaponsweapons were to be used , thethe-

consequence
the-

consequenceconsequence would disrupt thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture longevity ofofallall cultures .

Sharing : The CoreCore-

Of
Core-

Of
Core-

OfOf the Hunter TraditionTradition-
The

Tradition-
The

Tradition-
TheThe first hunter traditionstraditions-

with
traditions-

with
traditions-

withwith human dignity emergedemerged-
some

emerged-
some

emerged-
somesome 35,00035000, yearsy ars ago , when
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-. thethe NeanderthalNeaNeanderthald ith'alithal' JMan\JManJManwasMan\'waslMan'waslwaslMan\'
'-

was
w-

as'
was ;

; bebe-bebe-

coming
¬.- .

comingc mmgmmgl 'extinctextinct!.,lextinctByehunterextinctByehuntertr-
aditions

' xtinct:.' /\ J' I'".' ;
< By,f' hunterhunter-

traditionstraditions Il. meanmeanmean ourselvesourselvesl,1rselves'Suchl1rselvesSuch, ;' suchsuch-
hum

'

hum-hum,-'humant'societiesas'thei'AustralhumantsocietiesastheiAustral' ari'i'societiesariisocieties"soso"''' ietes r{ as"thasthas'theasthe'" ' ;':'Austral-'AustralAustral'Austral-
ian

''A stral.-
iariian :, AbpriginiesfAboriginesAbo iginiesr';;; the/thethe'AfricanfuetAfiian'the'AftioantheAftioanfue\tAfiifuetAfii'

/,
:,"\''AfricanAfrican' anan-

PygmyPygmy ?;/:
'-

the
t-

he'the VSerriaiSernai'[, Sema1'7ofSema17ofCp.fCpf' ; 'QfQf'
.

'

Malaya;

fthethe, Nordics
'andnd thetheArcti6',; ArcticArcti ,,

,..Es-.EsEs-Es. Es.Es-

dmo
Es-

kimo
-¬-

kimodmo! . '. ,

,
', ".- ,- ' I'

,

From these hunter traditionstraditions-
several

traditions-
severalseveral ,. survivalsurvivalaxioms' : axioms ' cancaD , bebe-

gained'hif
be-

gained.ifgained'hifgainedhifgained.ifgainedifgained'. . .if westernwesterriwestern societies'societies' willwill-

take
will-

taketake the :'rtrt', timee andan .patiepatie. patiencee
,

';.tqtq. ,
ttoto-

learntheir
,

'learn--'learnlearn'\ 'learntheir'1learn-theirlearntheirlearn -.' ," - their'1their1theirtheir'1valuei'' ' -valueivaluei'va1ueva1ue'va1ueI-'valueiFirstvalue-FirstvalueFirst"/II?/,''";;-.-FirstFirst-, , aa""

pollution free environmentnvir rin1ent ; sese-sese-

cond
¬.-

cond , an egalitarianegalitariansocial' social , sysSys-SysSys-

tem
sys-

tem
-¬-

tem ; third , a robustrobut$ ":, physiqu'ephysiquehysiquephysigde> '
,

and fourthfour ,
.
aagood, good, familyfaI1Uy! lifeUf .

SharingSharingas, ,as is witnessedwitnessed iriInin thehehe-

Eskimo

',

Eskimo ' hunthunthuntof
r-

as
of the'fthefthethe"whalethewhale'"; whalewh3Ie" inin-

my
in-

mymy home ,;,' is the 'corecore'
core reasonrereason-

for
onon-

forfor the social success of thethe-
Inupiat

the-
InupiatInupiat family ., Sharing ofof-

food
of-

foodfood and ', home and legend isis-

th
is-

thetheththemostmost treasured ' elementelement-
which

element-
whichwhich we will not losel se tott> thethe-
tec

the-
technocratictechnocratictec nocratic .invasioninvasion., .

Anthropologists make aa-

strong
a-

strongstrong case for the hunting wayway-

of
way-

ofof life as man'smans' most successsuccess-success-
ful

success-
ful

¬-

ful adaptation . Clearly , tech.:,;,
nocratic societies have notnot-
adapted

not-
adaptedadapted for longtermIdngterm survivalsurvival-
and

survival-
andand have not made the link bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween the successful past andand-

the
and-

thethe successful future . TheThe-

presence
The-

presencepresence ofofweaponsweapons of massmass-

destruction
mass-

destructiondestruction proves this . WithWith-With-
out

With-
out

¬-

out realrealcommunicationcommunication there isis-

no
is-

nono global village .

'Inuit Circumpolar Conference
Last summer in Barrow , AlAl-AlAl-

aska
Al-

aska
¬-

aska , the Eskimos who livelive-

under
live-

underunder four governments in thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic met to link the success-success-

. " " ., , ,t ,

,. fillfullfui''

past
.'
toto"" 'thethe.'' the

"'-

successful
s-

uccessful
'

successful fufu-fufu-

t

fu-

re

fu-

ture
¬-

ture-tureture'Wetturere-rereWe
":.- 'WeWe' We met tptqtcl

(' discuss mattersmattmatter-
sof

rs
'" of0of( ' cultural '" heritage ; education ;,
11h1 healthh lth! ; 'environmentalenvironmental'- vironmentJ1: ,security: ;

',"'. ' ' ' andand-

the

and-

the
'appropriateappropriate. technologies'e'chnologiesechnologies' ;

the .denuclearizationdenuclearization., dendenuclearization'ofthedenuclearizationoftheclearization ' ofofJhe.thethe., AnArc-ArcArc-

tic
Arc-

tic
>-

.tictic.,,tic homeland}omelnd . , . 7s7s-

We
-",. ' -; '.

*",
"::

. We
"'
';
, recognize the highly sigsig-sig-

nificant
¬.-

nificant . .
on the environenviron-eenviron-

ment
viron ¬.-

.-
impacts

i-

mpacts
.-
impaCts

i-
mpaCts

.-
impacts

i-

mpacts
ment byy.

,.
the manufacture'manufacture' ,, testtest-test-

ing
est-estest-

ing
¬-

ing and . ,. .
disposition.disp'ositionrofdispositionrof' rof nuclearuc1earnuclear-

devices.
.-

disp'osition
.-

disposition
d-

isposition
. devicesjjhWedevtcesdevices .,_,A! '

,*We jjiaveahatveJ hav :.,experienced'expenencedexpenenced'experienced'experienced-
pliyslcallyithe

'

'< physicallypnysica11yJpliyslcallyithethe ' associated ' insultsinsults-

to
su1tssu1ts-

toto theth .ArcticArctic., landscapeJandscapelandscape-andlandscapeand"andand'and"'-
. lifelife-

through
life-

throughthrough radiotoxins . : ,

Almost two decades ofofscienscienscien-scien-
tific

scien-
tific

¬-

tific studies
'
in .thethe. Arctic havehave-

"shown
have-

'shownshown"shown'shown'" tljat.atatthat). radioactive.ijontami-radioactive.ijontamiradioactive-dontami-radioactivedontamiradioactive.ijontami-
nation

radioactivradioactivedontami-
nation

.- ontami-ontamiontami-

nation
-

:
'. nationnationof-ofof.- of the Arctic tundratundra-

isis unique because ofof'theoftheof-theofthe'- the abilityability-

of
ability-

ofof the tundra vegetation-thevegetationthevegetationthe-
very

-
very carpet of outour land-tolandto- abab-abab-

sorb
ab-

sorb
¬-

sorb ' and hold radionuclidesdionuclides'radionuclides'rr' ,
particularly strontium'strontium' 90 andand-

cesium
and-

cesium
.',

cesium 137 .

This special problem is causedcaused-

by
caused-

byby some local testing mostlymostly-

from
mostly-

fromfrom fallout from nuclear testtest-test-
ing

test-
ing

¬-

ing ; Ill}all of military origin . ThereThere-
isis nothing that justifies thisthis-
infraction

hishis-

infractioninfraction by others on ourour-
lives

our-
liveslives .

These biologically dangerousdangerous-
nuclides

dangerous-
nuclidesnuclides have enteredntered our food ,

which we share as part of ourour-
lifestyle

our-
lifestylelifestyle ,. and for Eskimos andand-

Saami

and-

SaamiSaami of the far north , the milimili-mili-

tary
mili-

tary
¬-

tary has given us body burbur-bur-
dens

¬.-
dens of these nuclides far inin-

excess
in-

excessexcess of any other populationspopulations-
except

populations-
exceptexcept for the victims of HiroHiro-Hiro-
shima

¬.-

shima and Nagasaki of 1945 .

Arctic Nuclear-FreeNuclearFree- ZoneZone-
We

Zone-
WeWe are now to believebeliev thatthat-

ther
that-

theretherether is a cessation of atmosatmos-atmos-
pheric

atmos-
pheric

¬-

pheric nuclear testing ; and wewe-

know
we-

knowknow that the possibility ofof-

nuclear
of-

nuclearnuclear release by warwwarr or byby-

accident
by-

accidentaccident grows continually . So ,
it would seem that thetlie threatthreat-
to

threat-
toto the Arctic is still very real ,

very much a continuing biologicbiologi-
cthreat

biologic-
threatthreat..

We recognize that the ecoeco-eco-

systems
¬-

systems of this planet are notnot-
thethe private domain of any hap-hap-

I , ,
" ',; I , ,

', , Ii..!"}. #;.rr'i/.rri.rr'irri. ',/ ' ;;:' '
';

haizardhazardhalzard testingtetesting,4experiinentatiohtesting4experiinentatiohting , (\
.

experimentationexpertmentation i}
,
'

or1o40o4accidents(,* accidentslIccidents ., 'asas'aSaS' ?.CC).,.CosmosCosmo'ssm1
' 1954-19541954-

is

', 9S4"19S41954
"rr-

is
;-

is,
Allegedtllegedl1l1e ed to

,
havehavliavgbeen-liavgbeenliavgbeenr,

. .,
beeneen ;,rJ!'-, .tj-.tj.-.tjr*r r\r:r-

This

r\

$)\''This4This ecosystemeco'systemhasaecosystemhasa' ,
has f:? a-higheMahigheMa -' hgfierhgierhgier-

dignityto
)#

'. rlimiifi/rlimiifirlimiifitndignity-'tadignity'tatadignityto-/ '",' tn usus 'fls'a'livine'tnlaceflsalivinetnlaceJs'a"UviJsaUvi'as'aasa' '" livinggplacelivinggplace-

shared
g'pIacegpIace'' ?

. 'ImaredImared'.shared1shared1shared.
' 'withwith' animalsanimIsas'asastasajsubNtasajsubNs-

istence
': *,

", aVsubi\IsubiIsub! \, : ,
;

\,
'-

sisfence
s-

isfence
'

siStence , right.. NO ,
politicalpgliticalpillitic I :,*'

powerspolvers have the right to pollutepollute-
thisthis placeplac and cause ahanan'i4mpos-an'i4mposani4mposan'i4mpos-
sible

'imposimpos' lios¬.-
'sible future .

, WeWe come ., to the United 'Na1Na1'Na*{

tibns and the . Specialp cial SessionS on onoon
.

, . .

DIDisarmantTtifjJdt'tTtifjJdtt:?to :show';. h.thatthat. : our
hhome.inhomeinourhome.inm ':;;.iJ( the"1'Afcti1Afcti'Arctic s\\m5sm5is'tanistan\;';\ ' :\

:'portantpOr ! t :
,
digmty4ioudignitrdignitrxrtouSi itY1t; xrtouS, ;*.UfUf..Ufdjv$ ,:xand4anddjv;,, wewee,,

;>MpMplhppeil0pe
l(

thatittthatat ,
;tlesliiuit}e,, ,t lnuit1 uituit- fCri'CirciCirci'Circfollums

'
fCr'Circumfollums'cc' m7?';t[,?polarJar ConferenceConferenct aridand theUte follow-followfollow-

tribute

follow-
P'I

ow- '

.
,,.,.upworkP'IPI', of :' onn VVNSSOD'wUVNSSODwUSS.oDjvSSoDjv. :' lI;, ccorin:"'

' tributetributeJotributeJothedeUcate?'
) totheb\tfievdelicatebtfievdelicate\the\deUcatethedeUcate\"\, .

; \;;delicate
.,; e'cologicecologic'
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" balancebalance'mbalance'iribalanceiri\'m'mm\ ' ; thethe'ArctictheArctic,'p"'Arctic: ' ;, through ,. .
. the ',';:estabUshmentestablishmentest blishp1ent\ofblishp1entof\+;;;;,'ofof'ofpfl, aa ':'deniidenii'

denu-i-denuidenui-
clearized

den -'>,-'

clearizedcleaiizedclearzedzone4i'and1clearzedzone4iand1# §;;; zonez ne'41'aitdne41aitd
' 'ahdahd' Jto? .tototoiabtaintoiabtaina-
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,. liobtkiriI, bta

. an'y.interriationallyany.interriationallyanyinterriationallyananf'"':,'°
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interriationanymtemationally .
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