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FfornFrom Rural CommunicationsCommunications-
By

CommunlcatCommunication-
sByMARY

onsons-

BYMARYByBYMARY' , MARY PAT MURPHY '

SinceSincc ', many 'of-'ofof'ofrofr'ofI'ofrPCA'
-, IPCAPCA-

Alascom's
CACA-

Atascom's
r

Alascom'sAlascomsAtascom'sAtascoms: ' bush telephones areare-
loeat'ed

are-
locatedlocatedloeat'edloeated

'

in villages Wiich'canWiichcanWhich'which' ' canan bebe-

reached
be-

reachedreached only by ,
.''airplaneairplane'

,.

,
charter flights for telephonetelephone-
maintenancemaintenance ' '-

and
a- nd' and repairrepairlate.areareatelatelat-

ecommonplace
.,

,

commonplace for bushbusht-

echnicians
busht-

echnicianstechnicians . '
,

The Villagevi1lagvillageofof Diomede ,
however ,;'

,

poses problemsproblemsu-
nusual

problemsu-
nusualunusual eveneven for technicianstechnicians-
who

technicians-
who

'-

remoteness
r-

emoteness
'-

remotenessof
'-

remoteness
r-

emoteness
'-

remotenessof
'

who are Used'used' to the remoteness
.

ofof AlaskanAlasknAlask n villagesvillag s .,

, '
, ionioned'e> ed'eede' :

- island inlili-

the

in-

the
Diomede-Diomede- ,; , a rockyrocky-rockyislandocky

the
' 'BeringBering', StraitStrai just three '

milesmile fromf om the/thetheSovietthe ]/, SovietSoVi t territory ,.
is 'cutcut'cutut 'offoffoff' , completely from thethe-

outside
the-

outsideoutside world during parts ofof-

the

,

the yearyear
,

andd getting-gettinggettingthere-'

,
theret1iere isis-

tricky
is-

trickytricky , the yearyear aroundaroun . ,. ;

Diomede has had arjaI{art'' RCA ',

Alascom bushbusQ , telephonetelephon sincesince-
July

since-
JulyJuly of 1973 and forfor.theforthe. the pastpast-
year

past-
yearyear and'and'

a 'halfhalf' the job ofof-

keeping
of-

keepingkeeping it in working order hashas-

gone
has-

gonegone primarily to Karl WelmW 1m ,

technician , in charge of RCARCA-
Atascom.s'Nome

RCA-
Alascom's

,

Alascom's-Alascom'sAlascomsAlascom'sNomeAtascom.s'NomeAtascom.sNomeAtascomsNome'. -
.'Nome office . .

"I'veIve"rverve" ' been to Diomede justjust-

about
just-

about
'

about every way
, you can .' getget-

there
get-

therethere ,"" says KarlKarlyKar1whoKart1"whoKart1whoy,.">, who made hishis-

latest
his-

latestlatest
,
trip , to the villagevi11agvillageaboard

*

aboardaboard-

the
aboard-

thethe Bureau of Indian AffairsAffairs-
supply

Affairs-
supplysupply ship North Star III latel'atel ' te '

in October : Karl 'hashas' traveled toto-

Diornede
to-

DiomedeDiomedeDiornede by
'

skinboatj'skinboatlskinboatlskinboatjby'skinboatlby' byby-

helicopter
by-

helicopterhelicopter , by float plane andand-
by

and-
byby ski plane ; and twice he'sheshe's-

been'stranded
he's-

been'stranded
'

beenbeen'strandedbeenstranded*' stranded, once byby'weatherbyweatherby-weatherbyweatherby'weather-
and

byweather-
and

'- weather
and once when the helicopterhelicopter-
broke

helicopter-
brokebroke-brokebrokedown-' down .

In the fall , ,. the North Star isis-

the
is-

thethe only sure means of reachingreaching-

Diomede
reaching-

DiomedeDiome'deDiomede' before the BeringBering-

Strait
Bering-

StraitStrait freezes enough for a skiski-

pl
ski-

planeplaneplne to land on thethe'icetheice'iceice' . Each .,

fall , the North Star deliversdeliver-
swinter

deliver-
swinterwinter supplies to AlaskanAlaskan-

villages
Alaskan-

villagesvillages before the winter iceice-

closes
ice-

closescloses in .

! ' . '. .'

KarlKud
'-

and
a- nd' and'ndnd several otherother-

passengers
other-

passengerspassengerspassengers boarded the ', NorthNort''

'-

Star1
S-

tar1
'
: Star ' at ShishmarefShishmaref'toShishmarefto' to , make thethe-

trip

the-

trilltrip.tbtriptbtriptrill
'
JO., t DiomedeDiomecte ., 'TheThe' telephonetelephone-

on

'

on piomedeDiomede'' waswasyorkinworking\yorkinyorkin\ , butbut-
needed

but-
neededneeded , some adjustment

'
andand-

the
.

the North StarStat Visit
'-

visit
v-

isit
'-

visit
v-

isit' afforded a '

good opportunity'QpportunityQpportunity'opportunity' for aa-

.technician
a-

technician.techniciantechnician.. to reach the islandisland-
tq

island-

tototq do the necessary work ,.

The North Star waswa threethree-

weeks
three-

weeksweeks behind schedule becausebecbecause-

of
useuse-

ofof bad weather andartd ice atat-

Barrow
at-

BarrowBarrow and
,

Point Hope , andand-
time

and-
timetime was ., running short forfo-
rre

for-

reachingreachingrecl1ingrecl1ing Diomede'Diomede
'

before iceice-

closed
ice-

closed
'

closed in there ..''
The "iceice-"' ice at Shishmaref wawaswagwa-

sharppeing
wag-

hampering
$

hamperingharppeing{ unloadingunl ading efforts ,

further delaying the ship'sshipsship.sship.s-
progress

ship's-
progress

'.

progress . Passengers ., boundqound forfor-

D
for-

DiomedeincludingDiomedeDomede-inc1udingomedeinc1udingDiomede--includingDiomedeincluding---including aboutabout
,-
10

1- 0.1010,.1010-

villagersvillagers.10villagersreturning home forfl,'> r thethe-

winter.boarded
thethe-

winterboarded, winter-boardedwinterboardedwinter.boardedwinterboarded-.:- a landing craftcraft-
late

craft-
late 'late in the afternoon 'ofofof Oct . 2929-

and
29-

andand started out to the ship
'.. TheThe-

trip
The-

triptrip whichwhih would havenave takentaken-
only

taken-
onlyonly a few .' 'minutesminutes' min tes in clearclear-
water

clear-
waterwaterwatertook-tooktook'took-,' an hour and a halfhalf-
because

half-
becausebecause of the ice . '

The North Star remainedremained-
anchored

remained-
anchoredanchored about a mile offshoreoffshore-
from

offshore-
fromfrom Shishmaref after thethe-

passengers
the-

passengerspassengers boarded .
:. 'TheThe' The ship'sshipsship's-

crew
ship's-

crew
'

crew was prepared to leave thethe-

area
the-

areaarea in case the ice mademade-
further

made-
furtherfurther unloading impossible ,

but mostmoot of the supplies boundbound-

for
bound-

forfor ' Shishmaref were unloadedunloaded-
before

unloaded-
beforebefore the North Star had toto-

sail

to-

sailsail for DiomedeDiomede-
The

.

TheThe 'villagevillage', of Diomede
'-

was
w- as'-

wasrunning

'-

was
w- as'-

wasrunning

'
was

running out ofof'sofs
'-

supplies
s-

upplies'suppliespplies by thethe-

time
the-

timetime.," the North Star arrived . OnOn-

Oct
On-

OctOct . 18, the BIA had charteredchartered-
aa helicopter leased by RCARCA-

Alascom
RCA-

AlascomAlascom in Nome to airliftairlift-

supplies
airlift-

suppliessupplies
, to the village , butbut-

those
but-

thosethose suppliessupplieswerewere nearly gone .

The North Star reachedreached-

Diornede
reached-

DiomedeDiomedeDiornede ' early in the morningmorning-

onon Oct.. 3131.. Unloading began atat-

daybreak
at-

daybreakdaybreak and the passengerspassengers-
were

'

were taken ashore to do theirtheir-

work
their-

work
'

work .
"

Other passengers includedincluded-
Father

included-
FatherFather ,. S.JSJ. . Greif , a .CatholicCatholic.,

Catholic'pries-
t

Catholic-

priest
'-

priest
p-

riest
'-

priest
p-

riest'priest whose parish includesincludes-

Diomede
includes-

DiomedeDiomede ; several social workers , '

a nurse
,

andandaa legal servicesservic-
esattorney

servic-
esattorneyattorneyattorney . Everyone Waswas-

cautioned
was-

cautionedcautioned to watchwat h the beachbeach-
and

beach-
andand be readyreadxreadyreadxtoreadytoto go back tot thethe-

ship
the-

shipship . If the iceice at Wales becamebecame-

too
became-

tootoo thick , the captain had said ,

the North starstar'might,Star
'

might'might' make thethtthe-

short
:

short trip toto unload there , thenthen-

return
then-

returnreturn to Diomede to completecomplete-
the

'

the unloading..

If the wind picked up , thethe-
landing

the-
landinglanding ., craft would return toto-

the
to-

thethe ship and the passengerspassenge\'Spassenge'SSpassenge'S-
could

passengers-
could \'could run the risk of beingbeing-
stranded

being-
strandedstranded on the island if.theyiftheyif-theyifthey._-

weren'twerent' aboard . ,

,
But 'thethe' seas remainedremainedcalmcalmcalm-

aidartdaidartdcalmartdthe . .unloadingunloading., continued .
Karl 'replacedreplaced'. the dial on thetIletIle-

village
the-

villagevillage telephoneteleph e and made thethe-

necessary
the-

necessarynecessary ' adjustments to thethe-

radio
the-

radioradio equipment.. He alsoalso-
checke

also-
checkedcheckedchecke l thethe """,. "telephonetelephone"teletele" hone pole "
he hadhadriggedrigged from whale bonebbone-
during

nene-

duringduring one , 'ofof' his previousprevious-
visits

previous-
visitsvisits . .

Since the only woodwoodononon-

Diomede
on-

DiomedeDiomede is the driftwooddriftwood-
which

driftwood-
whichwhich sometimes washes upup-
onto

up-
ontoonto its rocky shores , the whalewhale-
bone

whale-
bonebone was used to 'runrun' wireswires-

from
wires-

fromfrom the.the'the.' power plant in thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool to the ' telephone in thethe-

a

the-

armoryarmorya mory .

TheTh'e' NorthNorfh
'

Star headedheaded-

to
heade-

dtowardtowardto wa rd Wales
'

after the
_'

unloading at Diomede waswa-
scompleted

was-

completedcompleted,, but ice made itit-

impossible
it-

impossibleimpossible to unload supplies ;,

including a storesto' building forfor-

the
for-

thethe village . The ship also had toto-

bypass
to-

bypassbypass Brevig Mission becausebecause-

of
because-

ofof 'iceice'keke' and it appeared thethe-

passengers
the-

passengerspassengers wouldw uld have toto-

remain
to-

remainremain on,
,on board until the shipship-

reached
ship-

reachedrreachedreachedrreachedrDutchDutch Harbor , some
1,0001000, miles to the south .

But the passengers were ableable-

to
able-

toto get off thellie ship in NomeNome-
before

Nome-
beforebefore theth North Star headedheaded-
back

headed-
backback to the Wales area to see ifif-

Continued

if-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)
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(ContinuedContinued from Pageage 4)44)-

the

4)-

the

4)-

the

)

the ice wouldwouldwouldmovemove out enoughenough-

toto allowallowtithetithe( ihcthe unloading
"

.

remainingsuppliesEventuallyEventuaUyojEventuallyrEventuallythef',r the remainingre- "maininsre- maininsr-e"maininsSuppliessupplies aboard the ship had toto-

be
to-

bebe unloaded in .NomeNome.
forfor-

transPort
for-

transporttransporttransPort to the villages .

But all thehe
'-

supplies
s-

upplies':supplieshadsupplies',' had beenbeen-

unloaded
been-

unloadedunloaded at DiomedeDiom de,,; the oneonone-

villageVill- .ageVil- lagevillage
.

;;: whichc , Cannotpannotrinot be . reachedreached-

by"a1ternate
reached-

bybyby"a1ternatebya1ternate,:v
' :+;

"
alternatealteriatealteriatetnearis) tnearistneas .

,
And ,

KarlKarl-
Welm

Kar-
lWelmhadWelmvWelmvhadWelmhadWelm ,:;hadha ., completedcomplet d what .' isis-

probablYr'IIone'of
is-

probably.iprobablyprobablYr'IIone'ofprobablYrIIoneofprobably.iprobablyiprobably.ione,', ,,,i,. , one . ,, ,,
', ofof-ofofthe,, .- ,

,
, the mostmost-

cOmplicated
most-

complicatedcomplicated
"' ' telephone'telephone'telephonerepair,'

"' repair'repair-repair'repair-

trips

'- repair-

trips
'
._..trips anywhere

. ' , .JJ. , II


