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JUNEAU -.,-,. The DepartmentDepartmen-
tofof( FishFisharidFishandaridand Game .isis., is predictingpredicting-
aa statewidestatew lle ,. commercialcommer ial salmon1monssalmon-
harvest

.,

harvest'' of
'

37.837837.S37S. "' million-millionmillionfish-. fishfish-
'in

fish-
inin'in', in 1976 . If realizedrealized , the catchcatch-
would

catch-
wouldwould be an ', increase , of about
12 million over last yeafleatyear} andand-
the'rughest

and-
thethethe'rughesttherughest' highest since 1971 . ,

Steve Pennoyer , seniorenior'senior' ! rerre-rere-

search
¬-

search . biologistbiol.ogist. for the de .
partment , told 'thethe' the Board ' ofof-

'Fisheries
of-

'Fisheries'FisheriesFisheries' meeting
,

in JuneauJuneau-
Dec

Juneau-
DecDec . 2 that

.-

while
w-

hile
1.14ilewhile4ile the ; fisheriesfisheries-

are
.

are still suffering from the ., efef-efef-

fects
ef-

fects
¬-

fects 'bfbf' of the severe 'winterswinters'
'

of 1970-197119701971- and 1971-197219711972- ,

improvements in a number' ofof-

areas
of-

areasareas are possiblep ssible this comingcomirigcomirig-

season
coming-

seasonseason .

PennoyerPenno er cited the pink salmsalm-salm-
on

salm-
on

¬-

on fishery at Kodiak and thethe-
pink

the-
pinkpink andandIandchumI. chum salmon runs inin-

Prince
in-

PrincePrince William Sound as examexam-exam-
pl

exam-
ples

¬-

plespl s off fisheries showing rere-rere-

covery
re-

covery
¬-

covery because ofofadequateadequateadequate-
escapemen

adequate-
escapementescapementescapemen t and good stream-streamstream-
bed

stream-
bed

stream-
bed

-

bed survival .:'
The Prince WilliamWil iam SoundSound-

forecast
Sound-

forecastforecast , for example , projectsprojects-
anan allowable harvest of 5.2525.2-
million

5.2-
million

.

million pink salmon and a chumchum-
harvest

chum-
harvestharvest of 2.828. million . Even ifif-
tije

if-

thethetije 1976 chum run is in thethe-
lower

the-
lowerlower part of the forecastforecast-
range

forecast-
rangerange , it will still be the largestlargest-
onon record for the

.
Prince
,

WilliamWilliam-
Sound

William-
SoundSound area .

The Department of Fish andand-
Game

and-
GameGame is predicting a harvest

of about '
101110:1101:: millionrnilHon , pinkpink-

salmo'n
pink-

salmon, salmonsalmo'n' in the ., Kodiak 'areaarea'area-
out

'area-
out

'area
out

'-

of
o- f' of a run that could totaltotal-

about
total-

aboutabout 12.9129. millionmiHion fish . FisherFishetFisher-Fisher-
men

¬.-
men harvested aboutbout 2.929. millionmillion-
pinks

million-
pinkspinks at KodiakKdiak? inin

'-

predict
p-

redict
',

1975 .

The forecasts pedictpredict{ harvest-harvestharvest-

able
harvest-

able
harvest-

able
-

able returns of sockeye salmonsalmon-
inin 'allall' all BristolBri&tolBritol& Bay systems exceptexcept-
the

except-
thethe Snake Riverver . A harvest ofof-

about
of-

aboutabout 5.151.. million
'

fishfishshouldshouldshould-
be

should-
bebe possible out of theththepropropro-propro-

jected
pro-

jected
¬-

jectedjectedsockeyesockeyeockeye! runrun of 12 million .

Nushagak district pink salmonsalmon-

harv
salmon-

harvestsharvestsharv sts are expected to totaltotal-

about
total-

aboutabout 2.222. million fish .

A small pink salmon harvestharvest-

isis expected
,

in southern CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet and the ChignikCrugnik fisheryfishery-
probably

fishery-
probablyprobably will bebe'limitedbelimited'

limited .

Extremely low pinkpinksalmon-salmonsalmon'salmon'salmon-

are
'salmon-

are
-'

are expected in SoutheasternSoutheastern-
Alaska

Southeastern-
AlaskaAlaska with virtually, no harhar-har-
vests

har-
vests

¬-

vests expected . ,

A total run of 5.656. millionmillion-
pinks

million-
pinkspinks is predicted for SouthSouth-South-
eastern

South-
eastern

¬-

eastern Alaska andandunlessunless thethe-
returns

the-
returns

,'
returns are stronger than exex-exex-

pected
ex-

pected
¬-

pected , all or most of the fishfish-

will
fish-

willwill be needed for escapement ,

Pennoyer said .

Returns of chumchurn , chinook ,

sockeye andandcohocoho salmon are
, ,

expected to be about averageaverage-
inin Southeastern Alaska .

"ButBut" if the factors whichwhich-
weakened

which-
weakenedweakened the 1975 runs ofof-
chum

of-
chumchum , sockeyes'oclsocl

'
eye andanq coho inin-inin-

fluence
in-

fluence
¬-

fluence the 1976 return , runsruns-
of

runs-
ofof these species could alsoalso-
be

also-
bebe less than anticipated ,,"" PenPen-Pen-
noyer

Pen-
noyer

¬-

noyer said .
The extremely cold winterswinters-

of
winters-

ofof 1970-197119701971170-1971170? - and 1971-19721971197219711972-
are

-

aremajorfactorbelieved to be the major
factor causing the currentlycurrently-
depressed

currently-
depresseddepressed salmon1mons runstuns throughthrough-through-
out

through-
out

¬-

out much of Alaska .

The Board of Fisheries isis-

meeting
is-

meetingmeeting in Juneau to considerconsider-
proposed

consider-
proposedproposed changes in the sport ,

commercial and subsistence fishfish-fish-
ing

fish-
ing

¬-

ing regulations .


