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political overtones arearc beginning to tinge the native
land claims efforts some of the color being splashed
around is not meeting with approval in the eyes of the na-
tive people of alaska that this would come about during
the agonizing course of the preparation for the land claims

legislation in congress was a foregone conclusion we

didnt imagine however that some politicians and certain
newspapers would slap the natives and say they are not the
states responsibility that they were the responsibility of
the federal government

this is basely ridiculous shortsighted and also biting
to the co citizens of the state the native people we
think a concerted effort is in line for the natives to work
for better governmental treatment and they can make a
good try at it with vigorous politics keeping in mind that
influential forces would pawn the states original inhabi-

tants aside and divest the state of any responsibility to
them this is saying in reality that other 49 states should
have the responsibility not alaska

alaskasalanskas native people through their land claims solu-
tion efforts by congressional legislationi are desperately
seeking the stabilization of their status in the state they
are no different from any people in wanting some measure
of decency of surroundings where they can live with res-
pect of others they are steadily being pushed into cor-
ners by the tentacles of land hunger they do not want to
be a burden to the state nor do they want to be one to the
federal government A generous land settlement can be an
investment they can pay dividends generously in the fut-
ure

the land claims efforts were sure to pinch sensitive
nerves along the way the anguished and unfair outbursts
are now the results they should be scrutinized as to which
side of the political fence they are coming from even
though the individuals who uttered them might be hard to
reach by the native vote because of their positions in the
political picture

we are of the belief however that urban politicanspoliticianspoliticans
who are opposed to the native efforts on the land claims
can be reached indirectly also we are not ruling out the
possibility that the outbursts made lately necessarily orig-
inated from those who uttered them but that they could
be generated from the higher ups in their particular pol-
itical organizations political maneuvers work in devious
ways

since politics have made inroads into the land solu-
tion effort it is important that the native leaders sharpen
their political viewpoints and work to prepare to influ-
enceencee their people in alaska generally as to what might be
the best road to take in the election year of 1970 that
year is fast coming upon us while doingsodoing so they should
make efforts toward a political unity of purpose aimed at
themistthemostthe most telling points of action the native political act-
ivity beginning now is an urgent necessity its well direct

edcd aims when the time comes can mean better rewards for
native causes

we have long proclaimed that native politics isiis one of
the really effective tools the native people can use to im-

prove their position of respect in alaska as a whole alt-

hough it is viewed with
7

healthy respect by the states
major politicians it has never been utilized to its full po-
tentialtent ial this must be sought after with vigor the 1970
election year can be the proving grounds toward realizing
what it can really do the results cancin be most beneficial
and rewarding to the general native effort
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alaska senators tedsteveated stevensStevea

and mike gravel have introduced
a bill to raise the allowable per
unit dwelling cost under the al-
aska remote housing program
from 7500 to 1050010.500

both senators said they felt

the cost revision was urgently
needed totd compensatecompensdcompensete for the
mcreaincreasedsed cost of materimaterialsalg since
the programs enactment in 4196966

this highly gnipinipimportant0riant hous
ing program to benefit our al-
aska natives is based on the

principle of maximum owner
participation inhi the cofistruconstructioni ctioh
of aheihethe homes and I1 believe

10500 io buildbuillbaill aa home in
rural alaskaaliska is aanA incredibly low

7 cost and sspeaksstronglyocikistrpnglspeaks strongly for the
intent of this self help program
senator stevens said

senator gravel stated this
amendment provides 1 a much
more realistic average cost per

i

housingunithousing unit ceiling nenecessarycelsafyessafy to
construct desperatelydospqrateli needed
housingidhousinghousingufalaskaid aliidaaliika todayittodayIt is my
hope that suchsuchcostscosts maymx con
tinuedinue to be kept at a minimumum
in the future so that a maximum
number of homes can be built
with thethem 10 million presently
authorized under the program

the alaska housing program
funded throuthrough the depdepartmentrementrtment
of housing and urban develop-
ment received its ifaitialappropinitial approp-
riation

P
of funds min FY 1969

primary responsibilityresponsibifit of imple-
mentation rests with the alaska
state housing authority
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tlingit & haida indians of alaska
1675 C st anchorage alaska 99501

907 27213222724322272 1322
dear editor

it has been interesting to note the various letters to the editor and
articles that have addressed themselves to the presumed recerecencyi ncy of
alaska native land rights and the assertion of these rights by the al-
aska natives against various forms of encroachment the following
is quoted from the court record in the united states court of claims
in the case of the tlingit and haida indians of alaskaala v the u-
nited states docket no 47900 decided october 7 1959

66 shortly following the transfer of alaska to the united
states several councils of certain tribal chiefs were held at which
objections were voiced to the transfer As officially reported in
1869 by a special agent of the treasury department who was or-
dered to examine into the resources of the territory and the charac-
ter and habits of its various tribestribess

the dissatisfaction among the tribes on accountonaccount of the sale of
the territory didnot arisefromarisearis fromefrom any special feeling of hostility
but from the fact that it was sold without their consent they
arguing that theirtheirfathersfathers originally owned all the country but
allowed the russians to occupy it for their mutual benefit
in that articles desired by them could be obtainedobtainobtainedrowedrowfrom the
russians in exchange for furs but the right of ththe russians
to sell the territory except with the intention ofgivingof giving them
the proceeds is denied

some of the chiefs were in favor of waging war to drive thefhe am-
ericans out however the chief of the chilkatsChilchilkatswhokats who were the most
hostile of all the indians pointed out the weakness of the defense
of the indian villages against attacks of united states war vessels
and advised delay to await further developments this advice pre-
vailed the special agent reporting

when the territory was transferred to the united states the
natives had no knowledgeknowledge of the people with whomhomw theythee wereweretlto deal and having been prejudiced by the parties thenn re-
siding among them some of theike more warlike chiefs were in
favor of driving out the boston men 9 as they termed us
they held several councils to discuss the matter landwereandwereand were
mainly dissuaded from the measure by shawkuthk chief of
the tchilkat tribe and one of the best traders and most influ-
ential and active chiefs on the coast his tribe is the most
powerful among the koloshiansKoloshians and is located beyond the
reach of war vessels the water being shallow for some dtdis-
tance

s
from the village this chief represented to the dissatis-

fied tribes that the new people had manymy gunboatsgunboats and
would easily drive them out of their villages and all would
soon starve he advised them to wait and see what the boston
menamen3men would do this course they adoptedadopted and soon learned
in the increase of the value of their fursaurs and the greater var-
iety of0 productsfproducts received that the change was to their advant-
age and in coming to sitka in small parties to trade with the
increased privileges enjoyed by that tribe all saw additonaladditionaladditonal
creasoreasoreasonsns foforrppeacebaceeace

I1 will be pleased to communicate other examples of early assertion
of land rights by the tlingit and haida indians of southeast alaska

I1

sincerely yours
john borbridge jr

dr iconleon wallwa
the honorablewalterhonarablewalter Jhickeljhickelchickel
secretary of61f tidethe interior
washingtonwashingtond D C 20240

dear sir

it is the belief of juneau ANB
camp number 2 that it would be
to the best interest of all con-
cerned if dr leon wall super-
intendentin of chiloccoChi locco indian
school were appointed to the
office of assistant commission-
er education of BIA we strong-
ly urge your endorsement of this
appointment

dr wall has achieved recogni-
tion throughout the educational
field for his dedication to indian
education As we are all acutely
awareaware the state of indian educa-
tion asatisatis at a critical stage requiring
someone who is qualified as well
as persopersonallynilly Ccommitted totd the
progress of the indian student
we agree in general with his edu-
cationalcacat ionaltignal philosophy particularly
his proposed continuous and
highly motivated program begin-
ning with the very young and also
his concern for parental involve-
ment in education

his preparation and eexperi-
ence for the position is highly
recommendable having worked
closely with indian education in
oklahoma north dakota nev-
ada arizona and new mexico
and with the many alaska child-
ren among the 23 states with
around 400100 tribes who have
attended chiloccoChi locco indian school
he received his doctorate from
oklahoma state university in
educational administration

we feel that you will agree
that dr waltwalf is the person best
qualified to serve as Asassistantsdistantistant
commissioner education of
atabfabta

sincerely yours
jim austin
president juneau ANB


