MILLER'S TESTIMONY SNARLS

Governor’s Views May

Impair Land Grants to
Natives Say Attorneys

Alaska’s Gov. Keith H. Miller’s testimony before the

Indian Affairs Subcommittee in Washingt

on this week is

being viewed by the native leaders and their attorneys as

a breach of faith.

The native leaders said Gov. Miller’s testimony is al-

most a complete departure from
his predecessor the then Gov.
Walter J. Hickel now Secretary
of the Interior.

This week, attorneys repre-
senting native groups noted that
Gov. Miller in testifying before
the Indian Affairs Subcommittee
of the House Committee: on
Interior and Insular Affairs took
a position almost in direct con-
flict to the position Secretary
Hickel assumed when he was
Alaska’s governor and to the
position taken by the current
state legislature.

In his testimony last Tuesday,
Gov. Miller opposed the granting
of 40 million acres of land to the
natives and proposed instead that
each village be granted one to
four townships or a maximum of
10 million acres.

This was seen as drastically
less than the 40 million acres
supported by Hickel when he
was governor and by the current
state legislature. It is also much
less than the 27 million acres
proposed by the Nixon adminis-
tration.

In additon, Gov. Miller op-
posed the granting to the natives
of leasible mineral rights includ-
ing oil and gas under the land
and he suggested that the state
be able to select these minerals.

This, too, is contrary to the
position taken by former Gov.

Hickel and by the current state
legislature.

Gov. Miller also testified that
reservation land not be granted
to the villages now in the reser-
vations, for example, Tetlin or
Venetie; but that the villages be
limited to the one to four town-
ship concept.

Attorneys for the native or-
ganizations are fearful that the
State will take almost all of the
Tetlin reservation land as it has
already selected the land on the
Tetlin Reservation borders.

In further testimony, Gov.
Miller told the members of the
subcommittee that urban natives
should not receive:any land other
than through means of the pre-
sent Native Allotment Act.

The attorneys stated that this
will in effect prohibit the urban
native from obtaining land as the
Native Allotment Act is very
restrictive since it requires use
and occupation of the land.

Contrary to the desires of the
Alaska Federation of Natives,
but in harmony with the Nixon
administration, Gov. Miller test-
ified that a majority of the dir-
ectors of the native business
corporation should be selected

by the federal government until
the year 1991. -
At .that time, the governor
(Continued on page 6 )
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said, the majority could be sel-
ected by the natives themselves.

The AFN had asked that the
native people be immediately
empowered to select a majority
of the directors, and Hickel,

when he was Alaska's governor.

and the current state legislature
had concurred.

It was noted, however, that
Gov. Miller did support the grant
to the natives of $500 million,
payable as follows:

—3$100 million the first year
and $50 million a year for the
next succeeding eight years with
interest.

This position is in agreement
with the native position, as is
Gov. Miller’s support of distribu-
tion of the money to state and

regonal native business corpora-

tions.

He also mpported the AFN’s
request not to repeal the Native
Allotment Act.

The attorneys believe that

Gov. Miller’s testimony will sub-

stantially impair the chance of
obtaining a grant of more land
than the proposed by the Gov-

emeor.

The lawyers believe that if
Miller had what Hickel
had when he was gov-

mﬂd still result in a fair land
settlement.

~ The attorneys further pointed
out to the fact that Miller’s posi-
tion resulted in a grant of only 3
per cent of the entire land en-

compassed ﬂIeStntuIHa

virtually all of the State:and the
Federal Field Committee hac
found that the natives could
prove use and occupation of &
most all of the state.

This change of position b
the state administration as ex
hibited by Gov. Miller’s testi
money is being viewed by the
native leaders, according to th
attorneys, as a breach of fai
with the commitment made b
the then Gov. Hickel to the n:
tive people at a time when the
State and the natives were to be
united in obtaining a fair anc
justuttlemt of the land claim
of Alaska’s native people.

The natives of Alaska are

process of withdrawl.
In his testimony this '
Congressman Howard W. Polloc
pointed out:
“Set out against a map o
Alaska, the grants of land to th
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