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(NOTE : The followingfollowingadadad-adad-

dress
ad-

dress
¬-

dress by Eben Hopson , execuexecu-execu-
tive

execu-
tive

¬-

tive director of the Alaska FedFed-Fed-

eration
Fed-

eration
¬-

eration of Natives , was read byby-

Juanita
by-

JuanitaJuanita Corwin , administrativeadministrative-
assistant

.

assistant to Eben Hopson , toto-

Second
to-

SecondSecond Indian EducationEdu ation ConCon-Con-

ference
Con-

ference
¬-

ference held in Minneapolis ,

MinnM nn ,. on August 26-282628- . )

By EBEN HOPSONHOPSON-

In

HOPSON-

InIn keeping with the theme ofof-

new
of-

newnew ideas onan Indian educationeducation-
II willwiwillendeavorendeavor to express mymy-

views
my-

viewsviews'' based on my experienceexperience-
and

experience-
andand knowledge of the educatjon-educatjoneducation-educationeducatjon-
al

education-
al

-

al needs of our people today .

OurOrO r needs are varied andand-

numereus
and-

numerousnumerousnumereus in the field of educaeduca-educa-

tion
educa-

tion
¬-

tion . Some of these needs areare-

the
are-

thethe direct results of errors mademade-
in

made-
inin the past ., Since we are all a-aa-

ware.Of
a-

ware
a-

ware
-

ware.OfwareOfwareware,. off the errors made relativerelative-
to

relative-
toto the education of the NativesNatives-
of

Natives-
ofof AlaskaAaskaA aska and the American In-InIn-

diani
In-

diani
In-

diana
-

dianidianadianiacrossdianaacrossacross the nation , I willwil-
lnot

wil-
lnotnot dwell on them except to exex-exex-

press
ex-

press
¬-

press my concern that the imim-imim-

provements
im-

provements
¬-

provementsprovements vital to the educaeduca-educa-
tion

educa-
tion

¬-

tion :'ofof' of "notnot" onlyo ly the Native of
.

AlaskaA aska but Indian Americans ofof-

the
of-

thethe lower 4848areare much too slowslow-
in

slow-
inin coming for the rapidly devdev-dev-

eloping
dev-

eloping
¬-

eloping young minds of ourour-
children

our-
childrenchildren .

After a great deal of thoughtthought-
and

thought-
andand deliberation devoted to thethe-
problems

the-
problemsproblems we face , including thethe-
shipping

the-
shippingshipping of our students , awayaway-
from

away-
fromfrom their homes for ninenine-
months

nine-
monthsmonths every year , many quesques-quest-
ions

ques-
tions

-¬-

tions presented themselves . ForFor-
instance

For-
instanceinstance : What can best motivatemotivate-
our

motivate-
ourour young people toward involinvol-invol-
vement

invol-
vement

¬-
vement in our rapidly changingchanging-
environment

changing-
environmentenvironment ? What will stir enen-enen-

thusiastjc
en-

thusiastic
¬-

thusiasticthusiastjc interest ? What willwill-

give
will-

givegive them experience as well asas-

knowledge
as-

knowledgeknowledge ? What will best forfor-for-
tify

for-
tify

¬-
tify them , in facing the worldworld-
and

world-
andand the society of the largerlarger-
towns

larger-
townstowns and cities with dignitydignity-
and

dignity-
andand know-howknowhow-- ..

To my wayway of thinking , govgov-gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬-

ernment seemed to be theth anan-anan-

swer
an-

swer
¬-

swer to my self-posedselfposed--- questions .

GovernmentGovernrt1ent and politics . GovGov-Gov-
ernment

GoV-

ernment
¬-

ernment on theth local leveltevel andand-
the

and-
thethe state level and the nationalnationlilnationlil-
level

nationall-
evellevel., It is taughtta g1t! in the schools .

But how Isisthlsthe, the 'ss'subjectbject taught ?
Is thTTnvplvementththe nvolvementinvolvement of thetlie "StuStu.stst". stu-stustu-
dents

¬-
dents requiredrequired1,

? IfIfnotnot , why notnot1not1-
There

?
There area individual ,,; teachersteacheteachers-

who
_ ss-

whqwhpwhqwho are teaching governmentgovernment inin-

this
in-

thisthis way !;. It is.good-is.goodis.goodGovernis .,

'
good ..- Govern-GovernGoverrt-GoverrtGovern-

ment
Goverrt-

ment
Govern-

ment
! -

ment educationducaton( should be 'prepre'pre-'prepre'pres-

erit
'pre-

sented

' -¬-
sentedserit d iniQ a manner designed toto-

create
to-

createcreate involvement and excite inin-inin-

terest
;:'-

terestt rest .., It must of necessityn cessity dealdea'rdeardealdea'r-

with

' '

with 'currentcurrent' activities . '
I

;.'' TheThe"studentsThestudentsThe"studentssshoulde '-

students
s-

tudents'" stlstlent} ent
,

sshould,\
should bebefam-famfam.fain-.fain.fam-.fam.fain-

ilia
-...fam-

iliar
¬-

iliarilia )' ,,, withvithwith '
, thetheieeIi, workingswqr ings ofoflocaoflocag-

overnmenttt
f;: local

#
*

',
from , ', thetheschooschoolschooJoca1t!governmentgoYernmenttfromgovernmenttt*.:; ,) $,\schooschoo\'{ <

.boardboardboar4.,
boar members

' to"" the mayormma orooroforoft-
heir

jofjl,
'

.

theirthe r village or townttowna'ThetownaThetowna'Theteachwli.1be'' he teach-teachteacher"shouldal-

a'able

teach-teachteachkt ti-titi-

er"Sh
-k

.tobring'to"theiter"SherSher- "shouldala'ableer- shouldalaable"" " ulduldtt 'ableable' tobring'totobringtotobring'toI.tobring'to.tobringto.

',,
'

!'' , I

"theittheit" theirthet! ;Batten"attentionattention"
' lle tionlio r"aa"_ a Uocal/matterlUocalmatterld; local! t1PatteP'matterPmatter/' !

' ' }

:.WblChwouJdWblChwouJd.
,which ,;',_ would, .

1x
,

;
, dirdirectlywtly ),,affect :;

: them :.''.
'""r;, ii'liil7.', ISfi } f ,,

'jj' " .ff{..t-l1tl1>- ' ' s .

,. ' . ' 1)1)' ' ' ' " ' . "AA" ' ' "}, ' ' ' J,1"&;' $
) WitWitIsIfAtlaslfIf.1111.'Atlas-IsIs'ISIS-'

'
.
avschodla'sc.ooscooschool' .a5 'II matterTiakelmmtmatter-tt=- ,

terr"I,1'krI1k,
.

" latakee1I.;",'!, , , .NtTrtTrrr' " " { M'IMI"' ' ' * ,:.". joJ, "

jW.llfjWllf.

them to the school, boardpoardoard meetrneet-rneetmeet-rneet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-

ing . Let themtlJ.emtlJem. participateparti ipate indind-
offer

.;andand-
offeroffer ideas . If it is a local matmat-matmat-

ter
mat-

ter
¬--

ter , take them to the local councoun-coun-
cil

coun-
cil

¬-
cil meeting-meetingmeetingrmeetingInvolve.-. Involve them .

'
StirStir-

their
Stir-

theirtheir interest., When theythey- 'havethey- havethey'hav- ebecomehavehave-
becomebecome familiar with local govgov-gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬-

ernment , take them to the statestate-
level

state-
levellevel.. Involve them in some curcur-curren-

t'activity

cur-
rent

¬-
rentrent'activit-

y

rentactivit-

y

rentrentactivity
'
activity which affects them .

Have them support or oppose anan-

activity
an-

activityactivity .

It can be exciting and whatwhat-
better

what-
betterbetter way to prepare them forfor-
life

for-
lifelife in the future in any soso-soso-
ciety

so-

ciety
-¬-

ciety .? The involvement of thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNativesduringtheirin government during
their young years will have gaingain-¬-

ed them insight , knowledge andand-
experience

and-
experienceexperience . The knowledge willwill-

add
will-

addadd to their pride . With pridepride-
comes

pride-
comescomes ' dignity .

NextNetNe'ftNeft', , ofofcoursecourse comes nationoafio-oafionation-nationoafio-
al

nation-
al

.,¬-
al governmentgov ",ment.. The Congress ,

the Senate andand-andthe'- the President ofof-

the
of-

thethe UfitedUoitedU jted States ,. The samesame-
method

same-
methodmethodmethodwouldwould be employed ,

ExploreExploreandand find somethingsomething-
which

something-
whichwhich Avouldwould directly affect thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents . Send for materials .

Bills before thetile House of RepreRepre-Repre-

sentatives
Repre-

sentatives
¬-

sentatives or the'SenatetheSenatethe/SenatetheSenatethe '/Senate , ConCorl-CorlCori-CoriCorl-

gressioQal

Cori-

gressiopal
¬-

gressionalgressioQalgressiopal Records . ResearchResearch-

the
Research-

thethe subject of interest.. DecideDecide-

toto support or oppose itit.. WriteWrjtWrite-
toto the Congressmen and Sena ¬

tors ., Teach the studentsstudent how toto-

"help

to-

helphelp"help" themselves and others .

InvolvementInvolvIrivolvenieiit'isIrivolvenieiitisl1ieritl1ieritis'the'isis\is'theis'theisthe'\ ''thethe' keykeywordke'y-wordke'ykeyword'-,ke' -wordword'word-'
,

and as'as' . I stated previously , wewe-

know
we-

knowknow that this methodmethodisctaughtmethodisctaught-
on

,

,is taughttaught-

onon ananiiidivJdual,' ,. individual)div ua1.bua1bua1.bsis.
.-
basis

b-
asisbasis. sis . ICara, amam in-inin-

terested.in
in ¬.-

terested.interestedinterested ,..inin.
in- "supportingin- supporting,"

supportingsupporting this as aa-

required
a-

requiredrequired methodme hod of teaching ourour-
students

our-
students

method
students

,
governmentgovernment, ..

In conclusionconclusioiiconclusioril,., 1I repeatrepea.,! ,
,
thethe-

ideas
the-

ideasideas presentedpresenledpresented hereinherem ' arearecasedbasedbasedbased-

on
based-

onon my experience . I am suggestsuggest-suggest-

ing
suggest-

ing
¬-

ing matthat the Second NationalNational-
Indian

National-
IndianIndian Education ConferenceCpnference-CpnferenceCpnference-
give

ConferenceConference-
give

-"'
give serious consideration to thethe-
idea

the-
ideaidea that the method of teachteach-teateach-
ing

h-hh-

ing
¬-

ing government described bebeabea-bea-
dopted

-a-a'a-'a'a-

dopted
-', a-

dopted
-

dopted on a nationalationallevellevel..


