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Ayvanga. another well

: Nome, Alaska -
April 23,1976

Dear Edltor

Too bad, I should have send
this famous Eskimo' story. soon-
er. I especially was putting:

in~ writing, so, Howard could -

read it.
But here it is, it is another
one of ‘well-known 'stories here,
‘ but was never written.
Hope you: can put in' paper
Jlike Howard Rock use to.
Sincerely yours,
Grace Slwooko
' S * P 3

Ayvanga
- Once upon  a 'time  there,
was an Eskimo girl who' was
taken into 'the sea, by some
- .supernatural . power:
found when her: brothers went
on a search for her. And they:

got her back after going through
many hard experiences.

At first a bunch of kids

were . playing: outdoors. in sum-
mer time.. Each girl chose a
boy partner ‘and one girl, whose
" brother’s name was .Ayvanga,
was left. out: without one. All
came ‘even, so the girl jumped
and ‘sat on a large walrus skull
and said, “This' will be mine.”
And the girl after setting there
a - while = started -getting up,
but. couldn’t.
setting. ‘there and couldn’t get
up. All' the other kids pulled,
" but-the walrus skull .came off
with her, even the earth around
it, too. And it started rolling

down to the sea with the girl ~

stuck to :it.' And the girl was’
taken by the 'skull and was
gone,

And the girl’s brothers start-
ed right away asking for people
that do things supernaturally.
And . there was a.girl and her
grandfather "that knew how ‘to
find the girl. So Ayvanga, the
girl's - eldest brother, came. to
‘the girl' and  her grandfather
and - ‘was® urgently = asking to
know, if they would tell him
How to find his sister. So.they
told him, what to do in order
to find  his sister.’ “You have
to find a kind of wood that
will- be fit. to make a boat,
that can-out go..the ducks,”
.they  told ' Ayvanga. (There are
- certain kind' of. ducks’ that go
very swiftly, So that was the
kind -of wood. they were to
find, in order to make a boat
that. “would 'go  fast' enough
to pass ‘the place to get to

" their sister, only way.)

So, ‘Ayvanga and his four
younger brothers got busy, on
boat making. They would find
one kind :of wood :and make a
boat. When they try them at
‘the shore and when it is slower
than ‘the -ducks, they ‘would
break it to pieces and:throw
it away and would try another
kind of wood. They did several
boats this way, every time one
didn’t ‘beat the'ducks in-flight,
they would break it into pieces

and - throw it away. But.then "

finally they. found: one kind
of :‘wood when made for a boat
that beat 'the ducks in flight.
So the : brothers ‘got. ready "to
go out . to the sea with this
~boat -and taking the girl that
show them along, but not
" the grandfather.
rowed and rowed out ‘at ‘the
- sea.. Then: pretty .soon' they
: came . to the. sea where many
dead seals and birds were seen.
And ‘they 'soon found out, it
was - the two  cliffs that really
- move ' back and then ~ forth
and clash. So, to pass them,
the men :strove ‘and push 'in
as._soon as the cliffs took their
_journey back, the men pressed
forward, rowing with their pad-
dles funously When they were
just .about half ways the cliffs
started: coming ‘back, furiously
“they ' rowed. And they were

at the other end when they

and’ ‘was

She' got ' stuck -

. he ‘asked

And the men:

clashed, and they barely. pass,
the end of their skin boat break
off. So’ they got. beyond the
clashing cliffs. 'And " that' was

.why  the "boat that fast was

needed, without this they never
would “have seen their sister.
And ‘' they .rowed on' to the

“.mainland. At the mainland they
‘'landed and looked around: When

they found out -that there was
no one around, they, put their
‘boat: upside down and stayed
under it ‘Overnight and watched.
And. during ‘this time. they saw
a man walking: nearby. So: one

. of them ran to him. When he

got to him; he asked if he has
anything in his ears. That was

_an. expression _for. asking . if

anyone know if .any_new hap-
pening, The man answered right
away, “No, nothing.” When the
man’ seem to not want to tell,
the ‘stranger offered, to ‘give
him his sword.. The swords
or ' knives were of great value,
So the man told him right
away, ‘that ‘their chief  has
brought .a " new girl at the vil-
lage - close by. And he told
all about - their: cruel’ king. ‘He
told how the cruel chief treated

his ~women.: Right - away the

stranger killed the man and hid
him' under. the sand, in fear of
him getting them known.

So 'the men were on spy-

-ing  knowledge - where _ the - vil-

lage was and the girl. In dark-
ness. they climbed the nengloo
at  the village, the ‘largest. one,
thinking it - to be  his, when
getting there. So. they . looked
in through' the opening at the
top, they saw their sister with
other people and: she was. cut-
ting some ‘meat ‘like seals or

'some big ‘catch. Then they

tried getting her to know them.
But she just didn’t know for-a

while but was, sayingthat she’

sure  were - having ears  ringing,
like if some. new. thing: was
going to happen and was throw-
ing pretend sacrifices to it like
they do for custom or it was

. the custom.

But -she soon found them
out and ‘very shakingly . told
them, that they sure are going
to be in trouble as’ the chief
wis very dangerous man. The

.men told her that they were
to meet anything on:

ready
her behalf or to get her back.
And  the men were hndmg,
witholt " seen
for some  time. And -the ' girl
started . to. be ' very ''much
troubled, she ‘won’t  even eat
at. meals at times. Then the
cruel chief was wondering what
was - happening.“to her. ‘Then
if she has seen her
brothers anywhere, if this might
be: the cause. In answer the girl:
told him, saying, “How can I bei
seemg my brothers, 1 am taken.

/far;, far away, how can they be

seen . anywhere, as you ‘have
taken me so cruelly. Now I
cry, because ‘I'm tired of; the

food I eat, my brothers have

me éat the food, I don’t! get
here, ‘you  being. mighty, ;has
been getting me nothing rew,
all I eat.is same meat all 'the
time,. -the reason . I cry.” He
would ' answer, “Oh, [Pl |be
getting you some new thmgs
now, since | know }

'So. the cruel chicf was Qut

long ways to. reach for new
and rare food for the girl, when

the brothers were known. = &

< When he got home, he was
told of the brothers, but not
Ayvyanga the eldest.. And' the
chief ‘asked .if the girl was wel-
coming  them ' in.  She ' told
him that she 'was’ in fear ?f
him being so loud.

“Oh, bring ‘my _ brother-in-
laws. I ‘should ‘have ‘somethin;
for ‘them,” he said.. So . th
brothers were brought in. |

In meantime, Ayvanga has

been doing his scheme in get- -

ting there.. He came to the lit-
tle igloo of an old woman,

in ' the ‘village -
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known story that ‘was never

(and -1 just hate’ some parts

of those Eskimo  stories, but
that: Ayvanga has 'killed  the
old woman and 'put. on her
clothes ' .and pretended to be
here.) '

So, it happened that. the
chief \was holding some gather-
ing . for ‘competing ' with ' his
brother-in-Jaws in his large nen-
gloo or his igloo, as they say it
in other'places. And the great
crowd was beginning to see the

.competing done by the  chief

and  the brothers,  they ‘were
.boys, the ‘youngest being only
a child .or very 'young; might
have beén 13 or. 14 years-old.
And of course the eldest, which
is Ayvanga was getting to be
very .mighty by doing - many
things to meet the enemy.

So, when everyone was aware -

of the gathering then, someone
didn’t, want: for ‘the old' woman
‘at the end of the village to miss
the sight, so 'the young men

of | the 'village were sent to’

bring her with ‘ the sled. And
very excitedly the young men
hurried “there and called  to
her. , And there she. was; still
in~ her favorite: place _sitting
quietly. And the young men
ran. in " to.'help her out. And
they had to lift her since she
could ‘stand. up for only a lit-

tle ‘bit. Oh, the excited young .

men: struggled . to lift . the old
woman: “and . would  exclaim,
“Oh, “you sure got heavy! And
he pretended to be one answer,
“Yes, the meat from the bones
really got me heavy not the rich
meat, but the remnants.” What

‘he had on' her hands and feet

was fish- egg, smeared all over
to . make “him . look' old “and
wrinkled. - He * was - so . heavy
the young men barely got her
on the sled, the sled broke
down; so' they had to bring
another  one, -they  finally “got
her or him ‘in. “My, she got so
large!”. everyone exclaimed. He
would pretend to be her, nod-
ding his head to everyone.say-
ing, “Yes, it is from the rem-
nant foods, I got this heavy.”
Then the competing took
place, ‘a- mighty cruel - chief
stood - in the middle of the
room with all the ¢rowd. around
on looking. And he ‘challenged,

calling ‘the eldest one .of the:

brothers one next to Ayvanga.

-And. the pretty sturdy young

man ‘went. to: answer the' chal-
lenge for wrestling. Very short-
ly he was thrown down: dead,
and with one mighty arm the
chief threw the young man
to one corner of the nengloo.
The girl started crying, but hold
her  place in fear of ‘the: chief.
And he ‘called to the  next;
the next one fearfully got down
to meet him. And . very shortly
he ‘was thrown' down dead.
And was thrown' to the other
dead  brother.
for the ‘next, very fearfully
the young man got out, and he,
too. was thrown to the pile of
dead ‘right soon. And he called
to the youngest. Everyone was
in tears, at ‘the sight of a boy,
trodding  along slowly 'to the
mighty -cruel chief shivering and
in’ tears, saying, “If only my
Ayvanga see me now.” And the
mighty chief yelled out, *“Where

is his ‘Ayvanga, get. him to the ‘
guy.” At this, the old woman .

was seen to be tearing his parky
off of him, and there stood

‘Ayvanga himself,” going down -

to 'meet  the : chief.  Everyone
was silent at ‘the’ sight, taking
place ‘A big and young man
going down to the: strong look-
ing ' warrior,
shoulders: so. broad. and ' hard.
The: chief started, yelled out,
“Oh, why don’t
sooner.” Ayvanga’s little broth-
er returned to his place all in
comfort and relieved. of great
fear. And’ the competing took

_SUBSCRIBE!!

-brought
At

And he called.

with  his' mighty

you ‘come .

place. ln ‘a very short wrestle
the ‘chief was thrown  down
dead  and was tossed  over to
the. pile of dead men, with this;

ithe: crowd yelled in ‘great re-

lief. ‘The chief was so cruel,

.that '.there = was, great . relief

at the sight of Ayvanga. -
Ayvanga 'was ' getting to be

very ' powerful that he brought '
Just
as all were ready to go on,’

back - his brothers to life.

Ayvanga thought it was . too
short.. So: he said, “I'm’ lone-
some, I shouldn’t do this too
soon,” so he walked over to
the dead chief and some way
him:* to “life ' again.
this the  chief  breathed
and laughed out, “Oops, I fall
asleep for ‘a ‘while.”. And: he

asked. if:'the girl has given din-
_ner to. the men, saying, *“Did

you nge my brother-in-laws
food?’

“No,”. she answered “How

can. I, you are so dangerous

she satd on.

Next day it “was said that
the chief was going to do com-
petmg again' with his brother-
in-laws.. This time, he ‘was
going to see what he would do

‘in. the fire. So., Ayvanga was

put in-a deep pit in the ground
and the fire was “started on
it. The -fire. burned’ very fu-
riously; - so the . wood, fuel
fire ‘and all ‘dropped into the
pit, ‘where . Ayvanga was in.
But Ayvanga know what to do,
he ' felt : around - the. pit right
away to find anything that be
as a shelter. And sure enough
he * found - a whale - shoulder
blade bone put up on the wall.
Right away he made room
behind. it, and* he got in ‘and
pulled the ‘bone ‘as a . shield.
So when the blaze, fell it was
not on him. As soon as-it die
down ‘some he .got .out. from
behind there and put it right
in the. middle .and put himself
there right in the dying down of
‘the fire and called for a rope.
Oh, his voice really cheered
everyone up there.
ran for a rope. As soon as he put
the rope aroundhis body and
they pulled him out, not burned.
Everyone was so happy

Getting up he called to the -

chief, “Now it is your, turn.”
“I’ve done that many times,

"’so there is no use for me to do
“it agam " he said.

['did it first time,. and I
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came through it, so you should -
~do it now, Ayvanga told him.

Everyone  ran' around . and
got . the chief 'in, even he was
scared. And-poor guy, he burned
to death there. f

So, Ayvanga wanted to get
going, when he.was ready to go
back. He and his crew of broth-
ers and two girls got all down
to the shore, getting ready to
go. But ‘there were something
else, a little old- couple, .ran
to .them  with. a: stick and five
little - figures . or carvings of
little men, Putting them on the
stick,. they would hit one figure
! saying it was one of the.broth-
ers, when it falls, one brother
would fall dead, until all four
were dead and quickly Ayvanga
grabbed' 'the stick from: them
and ‘put on]y two carvings and
. hit them saying, they were either
one of the couple,and two were
dead with this. "Anl Ayvanga
got his brothers alive and were
~on _their’ way, in  their. boat.
And they went past the clashing
cliffs ' victoriously * and were
speeding toward - home, when
they saw a whale speeding after
-them. When it gets close to
them, they. would: throw one
piece ‘from the girl’s- clothing.
And" the  whale would stay
with the piece a little longer,
but soon will be commg pretty,
close to them again. They did
this - over and over until' all
of the girl was thrown in! Bad
men, they got their: sister back
alright, but they have -thrown
the girl that showed them how
to find their sister to the whale.
And ‘that was- the end. of  that
terrible story, were they happy?
But - the _brothers really ‘fought
to find their sister and they got
her back.

No wonder the Eskimos are
happy to. know the love of God
in the Bible.

Grace Slwooko
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