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Morris Thompson
'

visits Alaska
Thompson andandareaarea directordirector-
Clarence

director-
ClarenceClarence Antioquia meet inin-

Bethel
in-

BethelBethel tofo discussdiscu'ss' AlakanukAlakanuk-
school

Alakanuk-
schoolschool situationsituationCom-

missioner

situationCom-

missionerCommissioner of the U.SUS. . Bureau of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs MorrisMortis Thompson , visited Alaska this past weekweek-
to

week-
toto discuss problems of the Native people of AlaskaAlaska-

with
Alaska-

withwith some of Alaska'sAlaskas' Native leaders .

J, Thompson , and
,

area directordirector-
from

director-
fromfrom Juneau , ClarenceClarence-
Antioquia

Clarence-
AntioquiaAntioquia , met in Bethel withwith-

school
with-

schoolschool officials from AlakanukAlakanuk-
toto discuss the situationsituation-
concerning

situation-
concerningconcerning Alakanuk school..

-. The village of Alakanuk movedmoved-

about
moved-

aboutabout two miles downriver in
1966 because the Yukon waswas-

eroding
was-

erodingeroding the oldol site . The schoolschool-
stayed

school-
stayedstayed at the oldoldsitesite and the
150 children traveled across thethe-

river
the-

riverriver to school.. BIABlA waswas-

supposed
was-

supposedsupposed to construct a newnew-
school

new-
schoolschool at the new village site in
1975 .

A month ago the villagers saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat startingstartfng next ".- fallfaU theythey-
would

they-
wouldwould not send their children toto-

schooJ
to-

schoolschooschooJschool} unless BIA moves thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool to the new village site .

Thompson has given AlakanukAlakanuk-
several

Alakanuk-
severalseveral interim options forfor-
educational

for-
educationaleducational facilities for thethe-

next
the-

nextnext school year . Four of thethe-
options

the-
optionsoptions are : (1)1I(( ) move the oldold-

facility
old-

facilityfacility to the new village site ;

(2)2( ) upgrade homes in the newnew-

site
new-

sitesite to serve as an interiminterim'schoolschool'school'
;

'

(3)3( ) ask thet- 'het- he statesta te for the use ofofaofa-
portion

> f aa-

portionportion of the high school to useuse-

until
use-

untiluntil BIA can construct the newnew-
building

new-
buildingbuilding ; and (4)4( ) bring inin-

temporary
in-

temporarytemporary facilities until thethe-
new

the-
newnew school can be built..

ThompsonThompon$ stated ,
'""II'I"''II' amam-

positive
am-

positivepositiveappropriationsforthat the appropriations
for the new schoolschooschoolwill.! will gogo-

throughthroughtJuoughgotJuough. They have passed thethe-
House

the-
HouseHouse of Representatives andand-
J'v

and-

I'veI'veIveJ'vJvI'veIve'' talked to Sen . Ted StevensStevens-
abo'ut

Stevens-
about,,
aboutabo'ut' their' status injn thethe-
Senate

.
Senate .""' In Fairbanks CommissionerCommissioner-
Thompson'.ThompsonThompson., commented on BIA'sBIAsBINsBINs-
intent

BIA's-
intent

'
intent in establishing thethe-
Reg

the-
RegionalRegionalReg ion a I 'EducationalEducational'Educational.A-
ttendance

'E dduu cat i
'

<:> na, ]

'-

take
t-

ake
"'"-

take
t-

ake
.AttendanceAttendance._ Areas . (REAAREAAtoREA A)) -toto.to-. .to'ta-

ke

to-

taketake over the jurisdiction thattliattliat-
the.:'thethe'OperatedSchoolprevious State OperatedOperat dd-

SchoolSchool System (SOS) had . '

., He said that BlA'sBlAsBtA'sBtAsBIA'sBIAs'' intent is toto-
make

to-
makemake a positi'yepositiyepo'sitiypositiypo'sitivepositive'' '

, _ choice ijn'inin'in-

concert
' nn-

concertconcert with the village . II-

Antioquia
.

Antioquia addedaddC'daddCd' that BIA wjllwIllwIll-

only
will-

onlyonly control those areas that as.kaskaask-
to

.
kk-

toto be controlled . As of now BIABIA-

will
BIA-

willwill still have controlcont rol over 484'84'8I4'8-

schools
4'8-

schools

'
I

schools in Alaska ,.
'

When asked , why ., so1> 0 many BIABIA-
schools

BIA-
schoolsschools havehav.e. burned over theth

past few years ThompsonThompson-
responde

Thompson-
respondedrespondedresponde saying that in thethe-

remote
the-

remoteremote villages there are no firefire-

departments

fire-

departmentsdepartments and no runningrunning-
water

running-
waterwater , so when a structurestructure-
catches

structure-
catchescatches on fire there is not muchmuch-

the
much-

thethe local communities can do toto-

stop

to-

stopstop itit..

He added that arson waswas-

expected
was-

expectedexpected in a few cases but nono-

one

no-

oneone has ever filed suit..

Antioquia also pointed outout-

that
out-

thatthat many of 'thethe' schools areateare-

older
ate-

olderolder . When they were built theythey-

were
they-

werewere up to the fire standardsstandards-
that

standards-
thatthat were in existence at thatthat-

time

that-

timetime . BIABlA jsis trying to updatepdateupdate-

Continued

update-

Continued
pdate-

cont( Continuedcont nued on Page 6)6)
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the
t-

he
'-

thepresent
' -" I1:1' :11:

'schoolsschools'schools .:'
1-1to ' ' meet1'Oeef1Oeefmeet' t',! ' thetheiJiJ, .;present-present'- present-

regulations., regulationsregulati ns ;:. ,. .,

'

;

rr.I'yr.IyrIyr.I'yI'.%!:;'"' . .,
'
§'\*

, -II<-$';;: '
(,

*,(.""

ConcerningCConceiningthence ' g ''thethethe
'',; :;;:

'

2c22crstudy( ),,
I< stutudydy

.
; , a '

,'

study t?;tdonedone j; concerningcortcernmg ' 'section-
,2c

',section'sectionsection-
.2c.2c2c,2c., ( ) of the Alaska: Native QaimsClajmsClaimsClajms-

Act
Claims-

ActAct .' ,""thaithai,that,4ythat4y, that '. . :
' 'reviewedreviewedreviewedI, I' +1(

,
existingexisfingexisting-

federal

"

federal programsprograniprogranis'landprogranisland\'
,
andld

,
thethe'AlaskatheAlaskathe'Alaska-

Natives
h' '

:'AlaskaAlaska'AIAI'

>,
askaaska-

NativesNatives ,
'
;.) .ThompsonThompson

.,
Th mpson commentedcommented-

that
.

thatthatithatithe); the study
'-

was"completed
w-

ascompleted'- was'compleiedw- ascompleied' was ":° 'completedcompleted''
.,
.,

and reviewedreview d by Congress butut
,
asass

,. of.of,. yet nothing eminateeminateinate has comecome-

out
comecome-

outout of itit.. .'
.,

He 'addedadded', thatthat the IndianIndiariIndiari-

Policy
Indian-

PolicyPolicy . Review C9rnmissionCommission
,

establishedest blishe
.

byb , CongressCongressjongr s ,I\JSIJS) \;
. ,
,
, is

,

investigatinginvestigatmginvestigatingIndian;: ." ,,, ,
Indian

>\,
ProgramsPrograms-

and
Programs-

andand thehVtasktheir'tasktheirtask.', ' forcesf r es will reportrep Qrt ,

to CongressCongie'ssCongiessCongress
'

in July.. ByjheBy tileth'ethe' endend-

of
end-

ofof theth yearyear the commissioncomniisSincomniisSi <?n willwil-
lsum

will-

susubmitsu\msumsu leis!\ iti t , aa' report with ,

recommendationsrec-oreco-

'mendationsmendations'

, to , CongressCongr ss ,. .,

Thompson , sees ' the .futurefuture., future'of-future'offutureoffuture'of-
BIA

'-

of
o- f' ofof-

BIA

-

BIA in1in Alaska
'
laska

'
asas ' a , tool usingus1g a,a-

different'differentdifferent-different'- delivery mechanismmecharsm .

"WeWe"
.,

will'1will1will ' .' ' ' allow11low'allowallow '
,., , regionalregional-

managemerit
regional-

managementmanagementmanagemerit and'cohductandcohductand'conductandconduct'
..""

, He .wentwent. on to saysay.thsaythsay.that.that. t manymany-
of

many-
of 'of theth previouslyprev ouslyouslyBIAop-BIA-opBIAop.- .BJA-opefated.BJAopefated.BJABJAopefatedBIAopratedBIA-operatedBIAoperatedBIAoperated-
programs

- rated,,

programs are now being locallylocally-

cCntwJ1

locally-
controlledcontrolledcCntwJ1? . . .


