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t ruralruralcitizenscitizens
STATEMENT-inSTATEMENTinSTA 'rr' MENTMENTIn-InIn- responsesresponse to the "AlaskaAlaska'"Alaska'Alaska' Department of Fish &

GameGa e testimony presented to the Alaska LegislatureLegislatu on May 17! ' , asas-
reported

as-
reportedreported by the Associatedociated Press .

We are dismayeddismayed that thethe-
Alaska

tt-
Alaska

he, e
Alaska Department of FishFish-
Game

&&.

Game has onceonconce; again levelledlevelIedd
" ' inflammatoryinIammatory! ,.

chargescnarges againstagaagainagain-
Alaska's

ntnt-
Alaska's

st$it.tt.
Alaska'sAlaskas' rural citizens .

Biologist Davis *' commentscomments-
before

comments-
before

!: s
before ! the Legislature can dodo-

nothing
dd-

nothing
o

nothing butbutaccelerateaccelerate thethe-

disintegration
tt-

disintegration
he
heal

ice
disintegration of the traditionaltraditional-
lifestyle

traditiontradition-
lifestyle

alil11

lifestyle in the villages , andand-
obviate

anan-

obviate
d

obviate the possibilitypossibility-
responsible

'ofof'of-

responsible

' >Iff
responsible .andand. enlightenedenlightemdenlightens, denlightemddialogueenlightensdialoguedialogue on the issue .

The press release indicatesin icates thatitIt ,

Davis counted 380380carcassescarcasses onon-

May
oo-

May
n

May 6th . It further states that inin-

late
ii-

late
n

late March a groundgrouild surveysurvey-
revealed

suresurer-
evealed

y
revealed that 77 out of 152152-

caribou
1515-

caribou
2

caribou were "untoucheduntouched" " .

apparentlyfailedapparentlfailedWhat Mr . Davis apparentlyapparently
failed to point out waswas-
logical

thethe-
logical

e
logical inconsistency of drawingdrawing-
conclusions

draw mg' g

conclusions based on twptwp-
different

twtw-

different
p)

different typetypes$ of surveyssurveys-
conducted

surveys-
conducted

s
conducted six weeks apart..

He also failed to mention thatthat-

ADF&G
that-

ADF&G
itt

ADF&GADFG& personnelpersonne.! hadhad-
broadcast

ha
hathe

d1

broadcast a-aathreata -. threat to close thethe-
season

tltl-

season
e

seasonseason in March , therebythereby-
encouraging

therebthereb-

encouraging
y(

encouraging. local users toto-

increase
tt-

increase
0o)

increase their pressure onon-

herd
thethe-

herd
e

herd prior to the anticipatedanticipateanticipated-
closure

anticipate-
closure

d1

closure . Also , it is well knownknowknown-
that

know-

that
n1

that many hunters leave theirtheir-

'kills
r

'killskills'. and return for them atat-

later
aa-

later
I

later date , knowing fuTFwelJfuTVellfuT well* thatthat-

the
thth-

the
at
atn
itL

the meatmeatis-isisJs-, is preserved and frozenfrozen-

in
frozefroze-

in
n1

in the meantimemeantime-meantime-

he
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d
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' It is these inconsistencies ,
.coupledcoupled., with ADF&G'sADFGs& ' ownown-

d
own-

admissionadmission that they don'tdont' reallyeallyreally-
st

eally.-

t know what the herd size was in
'.

1970 or wh'atwhatwliat' it is in 1976 thatthat-
s

'

leads usus to brand the report asas-

o
as-

o inflammatoryinf1amunnecessarilydamagingatoty , andandunneceandunnecessarilyunnecessarilyunnece sarjJysarjJy-
e damaging to the rural people of

Alaska .

It seems as if the DepartmentDepartmen-
tIf

Department-
of is locked in to their numbers andand-

d
and-

d is valiantly searching for aa-

scapegoat
a-

scapegoat
a-

scapegoatscapegoat..

MaybeMaybeJMaybetheyJ' they shouldshQuld looklook-

n

look-
further

look-
furtherfurther than merely pointing toto-

n

to-

n wolves andandmanman . Historically ,
the herdherdsizesize has fluctuated withwith-
severe2-

noted
severe declines having beenbeen-
noted

been-
notednoted in the late 1890's1890s' andand-

y

and-
again

and-

y
and-

againagain in the 1930's1930s' .

A cyclical decline , whichwhich-
g might have been predicted forfor-

p the early 1970's1970s' , may have beenbeen-
s

been-
forestalledforestalled by intensive predatorpredator-
control

predator-
control

predator-
controlcontrol in the 60's60s' .

Migration patterns , as well ,
d-

pipeline
seem to be shifting as a result of
pipelinepip dine construction . ThisThis-

y factor must certainly bebe-

o consideredconsideredwhenwhen herd
population is determined .

Our agency has nevernever-
n condoned wanton waste of any .

Alaskan resource . There may bebe-

I

be-

a some evidence to support thethe-
L

the-
allegationsallegationsallega tions of ADF&GADFG& regarding
the Arctic caribou herd ;

however , blasting NativeNative-
subsistence

Native-
subsistencesubsistencesubsisten-cesubsistence- use as a primaryprimary-
cause

primary-
causecause in the decline of the herdherd-
is

herd-
isis a form of .wantonwanton., waste inin-

itselfiitself.
'

We have long advocated thattha-
tma1

that-
managementimanagementma1lgementma1\ma1lgement\ of resources bebe-

moreimore StI function oifof the locallocal-
people

local-
peoplejpeople . As well , enforcement atat-

the
at-

the
at-

theithe locallo al level has 'beenbeen' a goalgoalJJ'
1that we havehave sought for somesome-
time

some-
time1time . Our petitions , letters , andand-
resolutionsiresolutions haveJ1ave fallenfaUen on deafdeaf-
earsears< .

'

If they had been attended totoo ,
ttoday'stodays' situation would notnot-
exist

not-
existexist ,. and those whose very
1livelihoodverylivelihooddepends upon thethe-
resourcesrresources would be secureseC\lreseClre\ in thethe-
kn

the-
knowledge1knowledgeknwledgekn wledge thatUiat theytl.eytley). would beee-

adequatelyaadequately protectedpr tected ,.

The ADF&GADFGADF&Gstatemen'tADF&Gstatement& statementstatemen't' throwsthrows-
the

throws-
thethe question ofofresponsibleresponsibleresponsible-
managementmanagement andnd protectionprotection.Q.fprotectionQ.fprotectionQfprotection.Q.f-
resources

ajf.of
resources ' directly.,

.
into thethe-

political
the-

politicalpolitical arena and exacerbatesexacerbates-
tensions

exacerbates-
tensionstensions thattthat should not exist.., ItIt-

paintspaints a distorteddist rted picture of truetrue-
traditionaltraditional resourceresresourceurce users and
conjuresonjures up images ofof-
irresponsibility

of-
irresponsibilityirresponsibility thattha , reflects onon-

thethe entire rural population .
We had hopedllOved ; that thethe-

'Department
the-

'DepartmentDepartment'Department would ', bebemoremore-more-more-
discrediscreetdiscre t especiallyespeciallytespecially! followingfollowing-
actionaction by the ,' Board 'ofof')of Game inin-

latelate March ; hdweve'rhdweverhoweverhhwevcllwevcllwevcllthere'
, there isis-

apparently
is-

apparentlyapparently less responsibilityespqnsibility inin-

thethe-thetheDepartmentthethoughttherethe: -' Departmentpartment thanwethanthan1wewe thought
therethere was'YasYaswas' . ,

\

Lest.Lest. the legisfaturetakelegisfaturettakelegisfaturelegisfaturet]; take hastyhasty-
actionaction prior to assessingassessassessingassessingg? 8g

'
the factsfacts-

relatingrelating to the declinededeclinel .nene. of thethe-
'herdwe'herdherd'herdweherdwe'rd"werdwe,;'" we wouldwouldaskask tnatthat a specialspecialininterimterif1)terif1

, ) committeedommifteeommi t e bebe-

established
e

' '.

established
"-

to
t- o"

to workworkWIth-WIthWIthwith-;with locallocal-
peopl

local-
peoplepeoplepeopl , to devisedvis.cde'vised'vis.cvisc,. ' moremoremore-
appropriate

more-
appropriateappropriate-appropriateappropriatemanagement-' managementm nageJnageJ1ent1ent andand-
protection

and-
protectionprotectionprotectionmeasuresmeasures for the-thethe-
future

the-
future

, {,,' , 1e -'-
future .:* Obviously , relyingrelyJng on thethe-
Department'lof.directjon

'thethe
'

DepartmentDepartment'lof.directjonDepartmentlof.directjonDepartmentlofdirectjon;'
,

, for :; ,. .directiondirection.

'-

will
w- ill'-willresult'-

will
w- ill'-

willresult
' will

resultresult,>
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