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WhenWhen traveling back to Washington , D . CC.. recentlyrecen tly , aa-

statement
a-

statementstatement was made to us by one of tl-etletI'etIetle-', leading IndianIndian-
leaders

Indian-
leadersleaders in the lower states which is ringing truer everyevery-

day
every-

dayday . The statement was that although we , as natives inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska , have received a substantial amount of moneymoney-
from

money-
fromfrom Congress under our settlementseWement , the majority ofof-

that
of-

thatthat money would be used in fighting the Department ofof-

interior
of-

InteriorInterior in retaining the lands that we originally felt wewe-

owned
we-

ownedowned .

As time is developing , we are finding that due to thethe-
interpretations

the-
interpretationsinterpretations the Department is now placing on thethe-
intent

the-
intentintent of the act we are definitely spending a largerlarger-
portion

larger-
portionportion of our monies in meetings , travel and litigationlitigation-
costs

litigation-
costscosts fighting the same entity who legally is thethe-
"guardian

the-
"guardian"guardianguardian" " of us natives .

Substantial time was spent working on rules andand-
regulations

and-
regulationsregulations that we felt we could live with in impleimple-imple-
menting

imple-
menting

¬-

menting the act.. The Department finally issued a setset-

which
set-

whichwhich is now partially acceptable and this tooktookoneone yearyear-
and

year-
andand three trys . WeW felt thatth t we were about to makemake-
progress

make-
progressprogress in implementing the act when very recentlyre ently
UnderUnler-UnlerentlyUnlerrecentlyUnderSecretaryUnlerSecretaryUnder-SecretaryUnderSecretary: - Secretary Jack Horton , presumably a friendfriendofofof-
Alaskan

of-
AlaskanAlaskan natives , issued a memorandum with stipulationsstipulations-
which

stipulations-
whichwhich will literally wipe outout6075r60-75607560-75r75r60-75/60756075of-- %'/, of all existingexisting-
native

existing-
nativenative allotment applications . How much longer will wewe-

as
we-

asas Alaskan natives , have to fight the Administration inin-

the
in-

thethe Department of Interior ? Obviously we have only
begunonlybegunfighting .

The memorandum referred to was issued to thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Land Management on JuneJW1C 6 , 1973 underunder-
the

under-
thethe signature of Jack Horton . In the memorandum , newnew-
direction

new-
directiondirection andandregulationsregulations were issued whichwhichchangedchangedchanged-
and

changed-
andand tightened the original rules under whichwhichallall of usus-
filed

us-
filedfiled
filedFor

For example , the BLM.I\I.II.II!.\ is now accepting applicationsapplications-
asas being validvalidonon the date of filing rather than on thethe-
date

the-
datedate of use . This eliminates all of the Rampart DamDam-
Withdrawal

Dam-
WithdrawalWithdrawal area in addition to all withdrawn areasareas-
before

areas-
beforebefore December 18 , 1971 . Applicants can also nono-

longer
no-

longerlonger apply for a total of 160 acres of four 4040acreacreacre-
tracts

acre-
tractstracts for suchsuchareasareas as fish camps and trapping cabins .

TheThesee.>e are cut down to approximately 55acresacres , therebytherebyl-
osing

therebyl-
osinglosing 353S acres on each tract.. Additionally , the differdiffer-differ-
ent

differ-
ent

¬-

ent criteria that must be shown to prove use andand-
occupancy

and-
occupancyoccupancy are now so strict that many people will nevernever-
qualify

never-
qualifyqualify .

All of these new reguhtionsregulitions are meant to stop allegedalleged-
rip4i"alleged"rip''"ripriprip offoff by Alaskan natives of land that supposedly

theysupposedlytheynever used , and it is all being done under thethe-
umbrella

the-
umbrellaumbrella ofofreasoningreasoning that the Secretary has thethe-
"discretion

the-
"discretion"discretiondiscretion" " to do whatever helie pleases in this particularparticular-
areaarea .

ManyAlany of us are not in any knowledgable positionposition totoknowknow if indeed some people are taking advantage ofof-
the

of-
thethe existing law . However , it is very apparent that thethe-
new

the-
newnew rules are so strict that our people who do notnot-
know

not-
knowknowunslphisticatedinunsophisticatedinhow to readreadandand write and are unsophisticatedunslphisticated)
in BLMLM procedures are the ones who will hurt the most..

These unfortunately are the ones who will have theirtheir-
applications

their-
applicationsapplications denied and won'twont' even know howflOw to appealappe.llappellappe.ll-
the

appeal-
the

.

the decision by the Department..

A continued fight through the courts will be necesneces-neces-
sary

neces-
sary

¬-

sary . At the present time , the Alaska Legal Services andand-

the
and-

thethe attorneys for the different regional corporations areare-
lookinglooking100 {ig., at all ways to stop the present guidelines fromfrom-
being

from-
beingbeing implemented . The fight is going to be difficult ,

but , like in all other areas we must continue to upholduphold-
the

uphold-
thethe rights that were originally given to us by Congress .


