
Editorial -
What'sWhats' new ?

It'sIts' called a "doubledouble" bind" in the vernacular , a "dilemdilem"dilem-"dilem-
ma

"dilem-
ma

" ¬-

ma " in the Queen'sQueens' English , and "CatchCatch" 22 " in the currentcurrent-
argot

current-
argotargot... All of it means that we have a problem not easilyeasily-

solved
easily-

solvedsolved .

We reprint here an excerpt from an editorial commentcomment-
wntten

comment-
writtenwrittenwntten by the founder of this newspaper six years ago .

The issues HowardIlowardlowardI Rock raised then are the same ones wewe-

face
we-

faceface now :.

The energy shortage throughout the
,

UnitedUnited-

States
United-

StatesStates is certain to affect the everyday lives ofof-

Alaska's
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' Native people . This1'his1hisThis' probably will bebe-

muchmuch more feltrelt in the far northern regions of trttwotwo-

huge
$

huge sprawling state , say , the Arctic Eskimolrskimo regreg-reg-

ions
reg-

ions

¬-

ions and the Interior Athabascan Indian peoplepeopl .
.

These people , through quite a few years now , havehave-

gotten
have-

gottengotten used to using modernmodem oil heat in their homhom-hom-

es
hom-

es

¬-

es as wellwellasas skitting about throughthrough.largethroughlargethrough-largethroughlarge.- large areas ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir surroundings using the handy snowmachinesnowmachine-
toto go after their game for food . This means dieseldiesel-

fuel
diesel-

fuelfuel and gasoline .

We do not know , as yet , how the fuel cutbackscutbacks-
will

cutbacks-
willwill affect the comparitively new mode of livingliving-

but
living-

butbut we do expect that some shortages will be exex-exex-

perienced
ex-

perienced
¬-

perienced . Moderate shortages will probably notnot-

create
not-

createcreate serious situations but more than moderatemoderate-
cutbacks

moderate-
cutbackscutbacks could cause some of the more remote vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages to revert back to the days of seal or whale oiloil-

lamps
oil-

lampslamps to heat their homes . This mode of heatingheating-
the

heating-
thethe Arctic abodes is still remembered by the olderolder-

folks
older-

folksfolks in some remote villages , which was veryvcry adad-adad-

equate
ad-

equate
¬-

equate when the sod type igloo was still in use .

If those Native people were to revert back to thethe-

use
the-

useuse of the old type of heating homes , we also seesee-

some
see-

somesome serious problems in gearing up for it .

Mr . Rock went on to explore various alternatives .: TheyThey-

weren't
They-

weren'tweren'twerent' much better then than they are now . And , alal-alal-

though
al-

though
¬-

though the alternatives haven'thavent' improved , the situation hashas-

actually
has-

actuallyactually worsened . Alaska'sAlaskas' rural citizens are even moremore-

dependent
more-

dependentdependent upon fossil fuel , non-renewablenonrenewable-- resources thanthan-

they
than-

theythey were then .

Now , we have a situation where Mr . Carter has hiddenhidden-
himself

hidden-
himselfhimself away in the West Virginia mountains , perplexedperplexed-
about

perplexed-
aboutabout a problem his minions announced he would solve aa-

week
a-

weekweek ago Wednesday . The President dodged that appearappear-appear-
ance

appear-
ance

¬-
ance andandandsinceanc since then has called upon persons high and lowlow-

to
low-

toto come there to consult with him , searching for the ansans-ans-
wer

ans-

wer
¬-

wer . Senator Stevens met with him Monday . GovernorGovemGovernor-
HammQnd

rr-
HarnmQndHammondHarnmQndHammQnd was summoned back Tuesday .

Mr . Rock ended his 1973 editorialeditorialwithwith a question :

"HowHow"flowflow" will the energy shortage affect Alaska'sAlaskas' villages ? "
For Alaska , that is probably one of the most importantimportant-
questions

important-
questionsquestions it has ever faced , in 1979t 979 as much as in 1973 .

We don'tdont' know the answer to that question . And we exex-exex-

pect
ex-

pect
¬-

pect neither the President , our Congressional Delegation ,

Native leaders , or anyone else to come up with any quickquick-

answers

quick-

answersanswers .

But , we would hopethathope-thathopethathope.-_ that those meeting with the PresiPresi-Presi-

dent
Presi-

dent

¬-

dent keep rural Alaska'sAlaskas' interests very much in mind aboutabout-

aa problem we alla.1Ia1I
.

were concerned with some years ago .


