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TIMES-

LetterLetter to the EditorEditor-

Dear

.

Dear Editor ,

Please allow me to clarify aa-

few
.

few points re : the recentretent requestrequest-
wewe made for an investigation Ofof-

possible
ff-

possiblepossible dangers to thetM people ofof-

the
of-

thethe Pribilofs from consumingconsuming-
seals

consuming-
sealsseals .

It should be clear to anyoneanyone-
who

anyone-
whowho reads the press release thatthat-
we

that-
wewe never said that the JapaneseJapanese-
businesses

Japanese-
businessesbusinesses rejected seal meat bebe-bebe-

cause
be-

cause
¬-

cause of mercury contamination .
SinceSin we found no researchnsearchnsearch-
being

research-
being

!
being done to monitor the inIn-InIn-

take
in-

take
¬-

take of this heavy metal by thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of St81.. Paul since 1971 ,
and sincesin soIO little is knownknown-
about

known-
aboutabout the long-termlongtermlongterm-- effects ofof-

non
of-

nonlethalnon-lethalnonlethalnon Jethal-- mercury poisoning ,
we felt it important that suchsuch-

studies
such-

studiesstudies be undertaken . Both thethe-

muscle
the-

musclemuscle meat and the liver concon-con-

tain
con-

tain
¬-

tain mercury , but the musclemuscle-

meat
muscle-

meatmeat is within (sometimes narnar-nar-

rowly
nar-

rowly
¬-

rowly ) the safe level determineddetermined-
by

determined-
byby the Food and Drug people .

One half part per million andand-

under
and-

underunder can be eatene ten as a generalgeneral-

rule
general-

rulerule . The level of mercury in thethe-

livers
the-

liverslivenlivers of commercially huntedhunted-
bachelor

hunted-
bachelorbachelor seals was determined toto-

be
to-

bebe between 3 and 19 parts perper-
million

per-
millionmillion . Older seals have hadhad-

liver
had-

liverliver levels as high as 172112 ppm .

To say that we are using thisthis-

jssue
this-

issueissuejssue as a smoke screen is illogiiJlogl-iJloglIllogi-iJlogl-
caI

Illogi-
cal

¬-

calcaI : only some 500600 fur seals areare-
used

are-
usedused for subsistencesubsisten purposespurposes-
and

purposes-
andand those are the seals we are adad-adad-

dressing
¬.-

dressing . The other 25,0002500025ooQ, to
30,0003000030,000seals, seals are at present notnot-

being
not-

beingbeing used for any type ofof-

human
of-

humanhuman consumption and cannotcannot-
be

cannot-
bebe affected .

We have not retracted anyany-
part

any-
partpart ofot the-thethepress-. press release . WhenWhen-

contacted
When-

contactedcontacted by Aleut officials whowho-

expressed
who-

expressedexpressed their concernccmcem; that ouroqrotiroqr-
request

otir-
requestrequest would damage the mar ¬.
ketabilityke.tability. of the seal meat , wewe-

made
we-

mademade the express distinction inin-

subsequent
in-

subsequentsubsequent interviewsIntervlew/lIntervlewl/ with newsnews-

media
news-

mediamedia even though our press rereore-rereo-

lease
re-

lease
¬-

lease was quite explicit in defindefin-defin-
Ing

¬.-

ing the liverslivll'SlivllS)' as being our con ¬.

cern .

The media has not fully andand-

equally
and-

equallyequally covered our points ofof-

disagreement
of-

disagreementdisagreement as regards the sealseal-

kill
seal-

killkill overall,. Several organizaorganiza-organiza-
tions

¬-.

tions and the PribilofPrlbilof people

--------
have basic and honest disagreedisagree-
ments

¬.
ments . But thbthis GreenpeaceGreeGreenpeace-
office

tpeacetpeace-

I

tpeace-
office

I
office is proud that it has mademade-

known
made-

knownknown to other environmentalenvironmental-
organizations

environmental-
organizationsorganizations what the PribilofPribilof-
history

Pribilof-
historyhistory and,. as best we can , perper-per-
spective

¬.-
spectivespectlve is.

We are continuing to requestrequest-
aa study into mercury levels andand-

sincerely
and-

sincerelysincerely hope thatth t the currentcurrent-
amount

current-
amountamount willwilt be far below that of
1971.. There are many environenviron-environ-
mental

environ-
mental

¬-

mental Issues in the near future1fututtnfutufututtn-
thatthat will require teamwork byby-

all
by-

allall of us . We are wedded to thethe-

earth
the-

earthearth - each , of us .

Will AndersonAnderson-
Ex

Anderson-
ExEx . DirectorDirector-
Greenpeace

Director-
GreenpeaceGreenpeaceGreenpea-

ceStudies

Greenpea-

ceStudiesStudiesStudiesE-

ditors(Editor'sEditors' NoteNotNote The followingfollowing-
waswas submittedsubmittedasas a Letter to thetheJ-

o
the-

EditorEditorJo. itor . )'
June 3030,197930197930,1979-

'the

, 19791979-

TheThe'the' Honorable Jay HammondHammond-
Governor

Hammond-
GovernorGovernor ofot AlaskaAlaska-
Pouch

Alaska-
PouchPouch AA-

Juneau
A-

JuneauJuneau , Alaska 9981199811-

Dear

99811-

DearDear Governor Hammond :

A recent article in titJ1thtJ-
1TUNDRA

th-

TUNDRA
!

TUNDRA TIMES ((May 30 ,
1979)1979) , "BottomBottom" fish study slam ,.
med ,,"" finally spurred me Intointo-
action

Into-
actionaction on the issue of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska'aAlaskaaAlaska'a-
university

Alaska's-
university

'
university research centers asas-

they
as-

theythey relate to state governmentgovernment-
research

government-
researchresearch needs . I have hesitatedhesitated-
toto speak out before becausebeause I amam-
employed

am-
employedemployed,,, by the UniversityUverslty'!! ofof-
Alaska's

of-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' Arctic EnvironmentalEnvironmentalEnvironmental-
Information

Environmental-
InformationInformation and Data CenterCenter-
AEIDC

Center-
AEIDC(AEIDC ) and fearedteared that my o-oo-

pinion
o-

pinion
o-

pinion
-

pinion on this subject might bebe-

dismissed
be-

dismisseddismissed as self-interestselfinterestselfinterest.How-- . --.How.HowHow-How.How-,..How-
ever

.How-
ever

¬-

ever , after having read the above-aboveabove-
mentioned

above-
mentioned

above-
mentioned

-

mentioned article , I decided thatthat-
th

that-
thetheth Issue Is so cleardear cut and thethe-
monetary

the-
monetarymonetary waste so obvious , I amam-
willing

am-
willingwilling to riskriskmisinterpretationmisinterpretationmisinterpretation-
toto bring the problem to the pub ¬.
lic'slicslie'slies' and your attentionattentlo .

BrieflyBrieny , the article states thatthat-
in

that-
InIn 1978 Mr . Jim Edenso (statestate-

coordinator
state-

coordinatorcoordinator ofot bottom fish inIn-InIn-

dustry
in-

dustry
¬-

dustry development ) hired SanSan-
Frtnclsco

San-
FranciscoFranciscoFrtnclsco consultant Arthur D .
Little , Inc . (ADL ) to do a
$215,000215000$ , study of bottom fishfish-
development

fish-
developmentdevelopment andIIDd appropriateappropriate-
state

appropriate-
statestate strategies to encourage ItIt..
AcccordingAcecording to the article , afterafter-
the

after-
thethe ADL report was issued , thethe-
legislature

the-
legislaturelegislature Interim Committee

-44-_______
on Bottom Fish hired notednoted-
Alaska

noted-
AlaskaAlaska economist Dr . GerogeGeroge-

Rogers
Geroge-

RogersRogers to evaluate itit.. Rogers '
critique concluded , " . ., . as aa-

source
a-

sourcesource of data and insights , the
. ._ . report adds nothing to whatwhat-
was

what-
waswas already available and onon-
more

on-
moremore useable form ." Mr .

EdensoEdema declined comment to thethe-

TIMES
the-

TIMESTIMES , but earlierearliestearli i: hadbad calledcalled-

Rogers
called-

RogersRogers ' critiqueeritlque "aa"" cheap shot ."
The target , howeverhoweverwashowever-was'anhoweverwas'anwasan,. -waswas--- ' an exex-ex-

enslve
¬-

\ pensiveenslve' one , and I think EdensoEdenso-
owes

Edenso-
owesowes Alaskans some kind of exex-ex-
planation

ex-
planation

¬-

planation about why he gave thethe-
contract

the-
contractcontract to ADL. in the firstfirst-

place
-

place .

My point is not specificallyspecifically-
whether

specifically-
whetherwhether or not ADL delivereddelivered-
what

delivered-
whatwhat it was supposed toto;; It isis-

much
is-

muchmuch broader than that.. I wantwant-
to

want-
toto know why the State of AlaskaAlaska-

hires
Alaska-

hireshires
'
consultants from outsideoutside-

Alaska
outside-

AlaskaAlaska to do research tasks thatthat-
personnel

that-
personnelpersonnel at the University ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska are better qualified to do ,
particularly since the State hashas-
gone

has-
gonegone on record in support ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska hire and its own adminisadmlnisadminis-adminis-
trative

¬.-

trative manual states , "ItIt" is thethe-

policy
the-

policypolicy ofot the State that profesprofes-profes-
sional

profes-
sional

¬-

sional services be provided byby-
existing

by-
existingexisting State personnel , includinclud-includ-
ing

includ-
ing

¬-

ing personnel of the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alaska , whenever possible ."
(Section 8102 , Professional SerSer-Ser-
vice

Ser-
vice

¬-

vice Contracts )
There is no question thatUtatUtat-

weU.qualified
that-

wellqualifiedwell-qualifiedwellqualifiedweU.qualifiedweUqualified-.- university researchresearch-
personnel

research-
personnelpersonnel are available . TheThe-
high

The-
highhigh caliber of the research staffstaff-
and

staff-
andand the work it produces is widwid-wid-
ely

wid-
ely

¬-
ely recognized . Many of thesethese-
people

these-
peoplepeople have established nationalnational-
and

national-
andand international reputationsreputaUons byby-
the

by-
thethe excellence of their work . AsAs-

residents
As-

residentsresidents ofor Alaska , they havetlave inIn-InIn-

state
In-

state
¬-

state experience and arejueAre stronglystrongly-
motivated

strongly-
motivatedmotivatedhlgh.qualItyhighqualityto produce high-qualhighqualhlgh.qual-hlgh.qualhigh---. ¬-

ityqual-ityquality-,, relevant , useful research pro ¬.

ducts , The increased knowledgeknowledge-
ofof Alaska produced by theirtheir-
efforts

their-
effortsefforts is generally available andand-
benefits

and-
benefitsbenefits all of us . My experienceexperience-
working

experience-
workingworking with many of thesethese-
people

these-
peopleyearsispeople for more than five yeanyears
is that they are an unusuallyunusually-
conscientious

unusually-
conscientiousconscientious , dedicated , hardhard-hard-
working

hard-
working

¬-

working 'groupgroup' ,. and
'

many ofof-
them

of-
themthem regularly contributecontribu muchmuch-
of

much-
ofof their own time to their jobs .,

Another point that I thinkthink-
worth

think-
worthworthworthmaklnamakingmaklna, isla that universityuniversity-
research

university-
researchresearch personnel are not statestate-
employees

state-
employeesemployees In the sense that theirtheir-
salaries

their-
salariessalaries are directly paid by statestate-
appropriations

state-
appropriationsappropriations . In F . Y . 1978 ,
for example , only 22.3223. percent
($8.38.383$ . , million.tt.:! l1ion ) of thehe total U ofof-
A

of-
AA research agencies-agenciesagencieFagenciesbudgets-' budgetsbudgets-

See(See LETTERSLEnERSLE'ITERSLEITERSLEnERSp' pagep ElevenEleve )
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state
s-

tate'ut4ri;()!from.iirpr ,
gaeTwo )

'

camcamecarhd from ;
, Metetate appropriationsapportionsapp tlons .

( IijIqItj thercasethe'casethecasethe :; 'case of0' AEIDC >, our stateatateatate-

appropriation
state-

appropriationappropriation, did not qvefieven.,ven covercovercover-
our 'our

,

, annuar-annuarannualannuarrentannualrent:,V-' rent ,
', payment . andandd

*",'

freeffreee , publicpubU?
,
servicesservices .) ij' MostMost? pU.Ulbf,

U.
'QfQflbf'f '"

'researchresearchA'researchAresearchA'researchAresearchA '' Is supported by con-concon-

tract
con-

tr
con-concon-

tract"iv6riktJwith
-

tracttractworttrtract"iv6riktJwithtractiv6riktJwithfw9.rfw9r'";-wortwort- . withWt! 'JJ' ' federalfederglder governggverrgoverti-govertigoverti-

ment
verr ¬.-

ment agencies v,. Indirectly all 6fbfofbf-

our
of-

ourour ,
' tax}':° '

dollars , of course , butbut-
aw

but-
awardedawardedaw ded afteriftesopen,, ,, open bid procedproced-procedproced-
ures

¬.-
ures or on a sole source basis , be ¬.
causecacauses fortor the specific projectsprojects-
the

projects-
thethe ., federal government recognizrecognlzrecogniz-recogniz-
es

¬.-
ese

,thet e uniqueunlqu capabilities'capabilities' andand-

Wents
and-

talentstalentsWentstalents of UtJtJotUofofot A'sAs' researchlellearcb cencen-cen-
ters

cen-

ters
¬-

tersters ., '- In light of thisthls , perhapsperhaps-
you

perhaps-
youyouyouyoucancan tell me Why*by the' State ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska badly underutllizesunderutlllzesunderutilizes thisthis-

Important
this-

importantimportant state resourceresource .,

The ADL bottom fish reportreport-
serves

report-
servesserves as A.a. convenient and blatblat-blat-

ant
¬.-

ant exampleexampte of some of thethe-

major
the-

majormajor criticisms I hear-abouthearabouthear'abuthearabut-' () ourour-

state
our-

statestate government *. . waste ofof-

money
of-

moneymoney , questionablejtiestionableq estlonabe) ethics , andand-

poor
and-

poorpoor decision making ., As govgov-gov-

ernor
gov-

ernor
¬-

ernor , you have gone onon-onrecord- recordrecord-
many

record-
manymany times as againstagainsf' all !threehree InIn.._

'". J ' '. }' i'iIiiI'':. 'rr' : ' I\II). " \,' joT
f yourour administration'administration' ,

and project.,., ,.'.,ta public image as a conserVativeconservative ,
honest , decisive mahmanmahiI4>& " ' "Act-"ActAct'Act"Act-
tlons

"'Att-AttAtt-
Lions

*--

'

tlonstionsLions ,,"" as the oldoldsaying' sayingsaylnlC goes , ',

"speakspeak"
, louder thanthanwords/wordswords/,

'-words1
w- ords1.'woids .."'"' &II'IftIft&' ', ". .

u
121
urgeg

,

'""youpuu to taketakesomta tesometesomeaction,; some
*' actionattloaction; iniin

this'senll8to'senr.etotmattermatter . It makes1makcsmakmaks"nos"nosno""no 'sensesense'
'senll8senll8'senr.esenr.esenre.

to me either monetarily or InIn-InIn-

tellectually
¬-

tellectually for our state governgovern-govern-
meat

*.-
meht-meatmeat,- me 1t to continue to arbitrarilyarbitrarUyarbitrarUy-
contract

arbitrarily-
contractcontract with .outsideoutside.outsldeoutslde. consultconsult-consult-
ants

¬.-
ants Instead of better-qualifiedbetterqualifiedbetter-quallfiedquallfied-- ,
resident researchers .

Sincerely ,

Judith S ., Brogan
815816 "0" PlacePlace-

Anchorage
Place-

Anchrage
Place-

Anchorage
;

AnchorageAnchrage() , Alaska 9950199501-

cccc : Anchorage Times '.-

Anchorage DallyDaily NewsNews-

Tundra
News-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-
Fairbanks

Times-
FairbanksFairbanks News MinorMinor-
All

Minor-
AllAll Alaska WeeklyWeeldyWeeldy-
Southeast

Weekly-
SoutheastSoutheast Alaska EmpireEmpi-

reTechnologyTechnologyTecl1Dolo yy-

Chefornak

TechnologyChefornak

ChefomakChefornak , AlaskaAJa k

; 'jj' " ;) ' .." .,. ' 1 \':"" " ,

'. II" r-rrJuner-, JuneJune'28June28' 2828,197928197928,1979-

To

, 19791979-

TO

,

, TO'J'oJo', the Editor :
.

', lt/ .'
To, ;\ battleiiattleattle'fsldeattlefsldei'} side by , side ; withwith-

out
'>'

'-

computers
c-

omputers',
ourjo'Uf'lal1doUflal1dout'

,
landlandegainsttheoncominglandegainsttheoncomingc-

omputers
,. agalnstjgalnl t,

;
, thoftho ., onn"comlragncomlragn"comlrag-

computers
'"} coming

computerscomputers Is thetherr1' last thingthing-
any

thing-
anyany man cdncancdn'docdndo'do . A'sAs.'

s wewean' 'cancancncn seeBelsee-
from

!
fromfro

,
the past -. technology -.

to an extentxtent Is the killerkUlel of ourour-
presclous

our-
presciouspresciouspresclous land andandskysky . To taketake-

her
take-

herher pride andandstripstrip her of herher-

existance
her-

existanceexistance will not provide manman-
with

man-
withwith wealth but will lead toto-

destruction
to-

destructiondestruction ofot a land . The land ,
sky , and also the people whichwhich-
are

which-
areare the victims will choke withwith-
the

with-
thethe waste that trails the machinemachine-
that

machine-
thatthat slowly gnaws away thethe-

prescous
the-

presciouspresciousprescous! land and sky . AA-

sterile
A-

sterilesterile land does not reproduce ,
but blows dust as if to say "HereHere"Here-
take

"Here-
take

"
take my dust tooto ()" ., It takes

more and more of the land andand-
sky

and-
skysky to feedteed the machines to dodo-
mans

do-
mansmans thinkingthlnklng',, which when thethe-
answer

the-
answeranswer 'finallyfinally'

., comesc mes out .- isis-

tQQ

is-

tootootQQ latela ,.

John Nevak


