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state senator ed merdes said
today that he was shocked totlearn from the rumor carried
in the anchorage newspapers
that he was going to announce
hihiss candidacy for the US sen-
ate

he stated 1 I have no inten-
tion to seek to fill the remaining
two years of senator bob bart
lettleafsletfss term

senator merdes indicated that
he had been approachapproacapproachedhed by peo-
ple who wished to sponsor draft
movements in anchorage kenai
juneau and fairbanks but that
he has no real information as to
what these people are doing and
has not committed himself

when questioned regarding a
draft for the US senate merdes
said there are many factors to
be taken into account before
making such a commitment the
first and foremost being whether
or not there is real grassrootsgrass roots
support among all the people of
the state

without this youyouveve lost be
continued on page 6
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fore you start in addition you
have to consider the costs involv-
ed and whether the funds can be
raised

one important consideration
that I1 am concerned about is the
need for geographical balance in
our representation in congress

he stated that if he were to
make such a decision in the fu-
ture that the announcement
would be made from his home
fairbanks


