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On August . 26 ., Mike ,Alex ; 70 ,
''diediedied'ofdiedof''- of

o-f a ..JteartJteart.heartheart attack
,
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44HeHe waawaa-

the

WHWH-

thethe chief
.
.ofofof EkluEklutnaDa VillagePillage ':.,.andandaandd

,

the last trtraditionaldi ona1
""IIIITanainaTanamt
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: village
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Mike
eLCMikeF!.

Mike
.

was an expertexpett'fishermanexpettfisherman.' fishermanflshennan
L

. He fishesfishedfIShedeveI( cveiyeveIevery wmmersummefsummer at hishis-

location

,'

location on FirejslandFuc.1s1andFuc1s1andFirc.1sI.ndFirc1sI.ndFirc1sInd.. . nearnear.AnchoragenearAnchorage..AnchorageAnchorage . HtfHe'waiwadwas"bestwasbest" best knownknovin.forknovinforknownfor,
.for hishis-

work the EldutnaEklutna Orthodox Church . Over the yemyears hehe-

built

he-

built
work asa warden of ' '

built the new church , roaintaimaintainedroaintaieded ''thethe ccemeterymetery andand'restoredandrestoredrestored ththe old-

village

old

village church ,. In sumfnersummersummer ofoftp76andof'l976'andofl976and,'|976 '
,
and 1977911 MikeMikecompletedcompleted thethe-

restoration

the-

testoratioJ'ofrestorationtestoratioJ\'oftestoratioJ'ofof\'' of the old church-church'churchchurchthehurchthe' ,,;- the oldest Istandingan g bbuildingbuddingding in the AnAniAni-

chorage

*.
'chqrage'chgragechgragechorage area , IIt wfllwill be ststandingding forfo'r' manyIDany yearsyearsyean moremore *., with the con-

create

concon-

create

con-con-.
createcreate block foundation/newfoundationnewfoundationjynew/ joistsjoists'andjoistsand'and wall braces MikMikd added . AllM1M1-

the

All-

thethe .
..iniiniinteriorrior fufurnishingsishings yiereyieree'storedwere .-restored-e'storede'storedestored' as wwelLn .,. Mike'sMikese'ses' efforts mademade-

'Eklutna,'EklutnaEJdutna'Eklutna intoii1to oneoneofone of the majmajorr historical sitessites inI thetnetue Anchorage areaarea-

Mike's

..
rt' MikeMike'sMikes' , sense of historybistoI alsaalso-also-alsowentwent into hishisworkwork to preserve hishis-

Tanaina

his-

TanainaTanaina language . Helie taught ann ;eveningeventng class at CookCookInlefook
,
..IpJeIpJeInleffNativedativeNative-

Association

dative-

AssociationAssociation andarid participated enthenthusiasticallysiasti aJlY inI languageanguage workshopsworkshops-

ininin.Tanain-

a

inTanain-

a. Tana1aTanaina1avillagesvillages . Mike was theto last personpersori
"

alivealiyeallye whowhq knew manymany-

of
many-

ofof the original place names of the EklutnaEldutna , Eagle
,
RiverRiver *., and An ¬.

chorage area . Just before Mike'sMikes' death ,. Jim KarlKari.ofKariof.,
of the Alaska-

Native

AlaskaAtaskaAtaska-

NativeNative Language Center reviewed Knik ArmAnn placeplacc'namesplaccnamesplace'namesplacenames'names with him-

and

himhim-

andand Mike added several more names . The day befbeforere his death hehe-

remembered

he-

rememberedremembered a name for a mountain at the headheadofof Eklutna LakeLake-

that

Lake-

thatthat heh4; had been trying to remember for months , Thanks totd: Mike's-

efforts

Mike'sMikesMiketsMikets-

efforts

'
efforts , some of these Tanaina130aina names will be registered and gogoigoon. on thethe-

official

the-

officialofficial maps .

Mike Alex'sAlexs' funeral was attended by many peoplepeop1e . A delega ¬.

tion of elders from Copper River sang Ahtna mourningmourniDgmoumirtg, songs, . '., ShemShem-

Pete

Shem-

PetePete , age 81 , of Nancy Lake (originally from Susitna ) ,. thethe1e trtradition-

al

traditiontradition-dition ¬.-

alat leader of the Upper Inlet Tanainas , made a new mourning songsons forfor-

his

for-

hishis little clan brother . This was the firstfust Tanaina1anainaTanalna mourningmoumlng songsong-

made

song-

mademade since 1965 . .'
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MkMike. AI.xAIxAimAl.xAlx. showingthowing ththe. old EklutnlEklutniEklutna churchhurch to chlWchdrchUaVM$ .n frofrom LImLinnLime.VItiVWaetVUI.oSVUIoS..


