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From the Anchorage Daily NewsNews-

As

News-

AsAsA the elders of the Seward Peninsula gathered in NomeNome-
last

Nome-
lastlast week to share with others the heritage they representrepresent-
for

represent-
forfor all Alaska'sAlaskas' cultures , an important lesson was there toto-

be
to-

hebehe learned by the rest of us , as well .

A quiet majesty pervades the purpose of this conferconfer-confer-
ence

confer-
ence

¬-

ence and others like it . Organized and carried through byby-

young
by-

youngyoung people in the developing Native corporations , thethe-

recognition
the-

recognitionrecognition ofofwisdomwisdom and knowledgeknowkdge availableavaila le from vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage elders represents an insiulitinsightinsll llt often lost in our age ofof-

venerated
of-

veneratedvenerated youth .

In the dramatic change of culture facing Native AlaskansAlaskans-
today

Alaskans-
todaytoday , the exchange information between generations isis-

especially
is-

especiallyespecially important.. Residents of the Seward PeninsulaPeninsula-Peninsula-
and

-
and many rural areasareasreas of Alaska like it - face not only thethe-
predictable

the-
predictablepredictable passing of one generation into another but alal-alal-

so
al-

so

¬-

so the essential changing of a way of life . Knowledge ofof-

life
of-

lifelife and the land evolved in the era of grandparents nownow-

living
now-

livingliving in the region , for example , will probably never againagain-

be
again-

hebehe duplicated . Circumstances that gave birth to their exex-exex-

periences

¬.-

periences have passed , for the most part , never to be prepre-pre-

sented

¬.-

sented again .

And yet the worth of that knowledge lives on . HowHow-

often
How-

oftenoften we arearc reminded that wisdom born in simpler daysdays-

bears
days-

bearsbears value for the present . Again and again we leamlearn thatthat-

mistakes
that-

mistakesmistakes we makemak today could have been avoidedavoidedwithwith thethe-
experience

the-
experienceexperience of the past to guide us . Knowledge is cumulacumula-cumula-
tive

cumula-
tive

¬-

tive , but 'notnot'
not always current ; it is well said that those whowho-

do
who-

dodo not know history are condemned to repeat it .

Western culture is a newcomer to the North ; for most ofof-

us
of-

usus , Alaska roots are shallow . Even oldtimers measure theirtheir-

span
their-

spanspan in decades here , and few claim even generationalgenerational-
longevity

generational-
longevitylongevity . The continuity and security of extended famfam-famfam-

ilies
fam-

ilies
¬-

ilies is usually absent , and dislocation is a common malady .

For all these reasons , and more , we should look closelyclosely-

atat the example offered by conference organizers in NomeNome-

and
Nome-

andand elsewhere who have taken these first Steps towardtoward-
increased

toward-
increasedincreased connection with our past.. Whether in elaborate ,

video-tapedvideotaped- conferences or ini:1i1: private conversation overover-

morning
over-

morningmorning coffee , there is a wealth to be gleaned from comcom-com-

munication
com-

munication
¬-

munication between generations .


