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Dear Governor Hammond :

I am writing this letter inin-

response
in-

responseresponse to the ad on page 1616-

of
16-

ofof the April 1979 'Break-Up'BreakBreakUp'Break.UpBreak.UpBreakUp' -. '

Edition; of the Tundra Times .

The ad asks for support ofof-

H.B
of-

H.BH.BHB.... 401 "DentalDental" Programs forfor-

Rural
for-

RuralRural AlasSansAlaskans " .

While I do agree that delivdeliv-deliv-

ery
¬.-

ery of dental care to isolatedisolated-
rural

isolated-
ruralrural Alaska is an importantimportant-
issue

important-
issueissue and certainly poses a propro-pro-

blem
¬.-

blem , I cannot condone thethe-

tremendous
the-

tremendoustremendous expense of purpur-pur-

chasing
pur-

chasing
¬-

chasing and equipping thesethese-

mobile
these-

mobilemobile dental clinics . I do notnot-

know
not-

knowknow the exact figures , butbut-
II am told that the Aleutian/AleutianAleutian-
Pribilof

Aleutian-
Pribilof

Aleutian-
Pribilof

/
Pribilof Island Association'sAssociations' vanva-
npi

van-

pictured( picturedpitured in the ad ) and aa-

support
a-

supportsupport truck ( not pictured )

cost in the neighborhood of aa-

couple
a-

couplecouple hundred thousand doldol-dol-

lars
dol-

lars
¬-

lars .,

I ask you , what sense isis-

there
is-

therethere in owning a mobile clinicclinic-

when
clinic-

whenwhen for the most part thethe-

rural
the-

ruralrural villages in Alaska are notnot-

reachable
not-

reachablereachable by roads ? That is thethe-

case
the-

casecase on the Aleutian Chain andand-

certainly
and-

certainlycertainly the Pribilof Islands .

The expense of flyingnying thesethese-

units
these-

unitsunits from place to place byby-

air
by-

airair cargo plane has to be pro ¬.

hibitive'plainimpracticalplainImpracticalaside from just plain'plain'impractical .. The villages needingneeding-
dental

needing-
dentaldental care the most probablyprobably-
don't

probably-
don'tdon'tdont' even have landing stripsstrips-

large
strips-

largelarge enough to handle the sizesize-

plane
size-

planeplane needed to haul thes thingsthings-

around
things-

aroundaround .

Beyond that , as farCar as StSt..

Paul and StSt.. George villagesvillages-
areare concerned , both places havehave-

more
have-

moremore than enough space inin-

their
in-

theirtheir respective PHS clinic facil-facilCacilfacil-

lities
facil-

lities
-.

lities to set up dental equipequip-equip-
ment

¬.-

ment . In fact , both clinics alal-alal-

ready
al-

ready
¬-

ready do have functional dentaldental-
equipment

dental-
equipmentequipment and dental chairschairs-
permanently

chairs-
permanentlypermanently installed . TheyTheyareTheyare-
utilized

.areare.,areare-

utilizedutilized by the Alaska NativeNative-

Health
Native-

HealthHealth Service Dentist whenwhen-

they
when-

theythey are here on field trips ,

and arean!' also used episodicallyepisodically-
byby the Doctor and PhysiciansPhysicians-
Assistant

Physicians-
AssistantAssistant on StSt.. Paul and StSt..

George for emergent dental carecare-

provided
care-

providedprovided in the absence of aa-

Den
a-

DentistDentistDen tist..

Last summer , eighteen peoplepeople-
making

people-
makingmaking up the volunteer dentaldental-
stafr

dental-
staffstaffstafr from San Francisco , Cali ¬.

fornia arrived hereh'rehre(' on StSt.. Paul
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on August 20 . While their timetime-

and
time-

andand expertise was given freely ,
travel expenses for the groupgroup-
probably

group-
probablyprobably exceeded my entireentire-
years

entire-
yearsyears salary as the PHS PhyPhy-Phy-

sician
¬-.

sician here on StSt.. Paul.. TheThe-

Mobile
The-

MobileMobile Clinic Van and SupSup-Sup-

port
Sup-

port
¬-

port Truck had been flownnownnown-
in

flown-

inin a few days earlier on a C-CC-

130
C -.

130 Transport plane . Once setset-

up
set-

upup and in operation , only twotwo-

of
two-

ofof a total of ten dental chairschchairs-

were
lrslrs-

werewere located in the MObileMObile-

Clinic
MObile-

ClinicClinic , the other eight unitsunits-

were
units-

werewere portable and were set upup-

in
up-

inin the PublicPubl ' Health ServiceService-

Hospital
Service-

HospitalHospital building .

The Mobile Clinic Staff areare-

a
are-

aa great bunch of people andand-
were

and-
werewere well received ., They diddid-

see
did-

seesee a tremendous number ofof-

patients
of-

patientspatients , providing them withwith-

all
with-

allall formsCorms of dental services .

We are all very grateful to thesethese-

volunteers
these-

volunteersvolunteers and for all the workwork-

they
work-

theythey did . The issue ofoC whetherwhether-
oror not to grant folksColks like thesethese-
temporary

these-
temporarytemporary permits to practicepractice-
their

practice-
theirtheir professionsproCessions is not thethe-
subject

the-
subjectsubject this letter is addressing ,

but it seems to me that anyany-
well

any-
wellwell qualified and licensed toto-

practice
to-

practicepractice professional coming toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska on a volunteer basisbasis-
ought

basis-
oughtought to be granted temporarytemporary-
licensure

temporary-
licensurelicensure , particularly if they areare-
going

are-
goinggoing to work in one of thethe-
more

the-
moremore isolated locationslocation! .

What has really got meme-

bothered
me-

botheredbothered is the fact that sincesince-
the

since-
thethe dental group leftleCt St . PaulPaul-

the
Paul-

thethe Mobile Clinic and SupportSupport-
Truck

Support-
TruckTruck have been stored awayaway-
and

away-
andand leftleCt entirely unused . RentRent-
is

Rent-
isis being paid for this space inin-

addition
in-

additionaddition to the depreciation ofof-
thousands

of-
thousandsthousands ofor dollars worth ofof-
equipment

of-
equipmentequipment.. The unit never eveneven-
got

even-
gotgot to StSt.. George , nor wasWWl anyany-
resident

any-
residentresident of St ., George broughtbrought-
here

brought-
herehere to be seen while they werewwere-
here

rere-

herehere . Other villages of thethe-
Chain

the-
ChainChain , also never visitedvisitd .

A far more intellegentintelleglnt! use oforor-

that
of-

thatthat money would, have beenbeen-
to

been-
toto upgrade the present equipequip-equip-
ment

¬-.
ment located in the existingexisting-
clipics

existing-
clinicsclinicsclipics . This could have beenbeen-
done

been-
donedone at a fraction ofor the costcost-
or

cost-
ofofor these fancy vehicles .

conceptisThe mobile clinic concept
is widely used in the lowerlower-
forty.eight

lowe-
rfortyeightforty-eightfortyeightforty.eightfortyeight-.- states where eveneven-
the

even-
thethe most isolated of ruaalruaal-
communities

ruaal-
communitiescommunities are usually accessiaccessi-accessi-
ble

accessi-
ble

¬-

ble by roads . For isolatedisolatedvIIisolatedvilvilvIIvil-vilvil-

lages
¬.-

lages in Alaska , howeverhowev'rhowevr(' , thethe-
problems

the-
problemsproblems posed in getting thethe-
mobile

the-
mobilemobile van to the places wherewhere-
dental

where-
dentaldental services are most neededneeded-
precludes

needed-
precludesprecludes its usefulnessuseCullnessusefullness and
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makes the cost .benefitbenefit. ratioratio-
quite

ratio-
quitequite beyond reason .

I would like to see thethe-
APIA

the-
APIAAPIA do something with thisthis-
expensive

this-
expensiveexpensive showpiece , rather thanthan-
have

than-
havehave it continue to sit out herehere-

unused
here-

unusedunused and perhaps rustingrusting-
away

rusting-
awayaway as do most vehicles . NineNine-

months
Nine-

monthsmonths have passed since it waswas-
put

was-
putput into storage . No otherother-
village

other-
villagevillage has beneflttedbenefitted fromrrom it bebe-bebe-

ing
¬.-

ing parked out here . StateState-
funds

State-
fundsfunds can be better spent inin-

trying
in-

tryingtrying to provide dental carecare-
for

care-
forfor isolated villages , preferablypreferably-
not

preferably-
notnot by spending vast , sumssums-
on

sums-
onon such impractical and non-nonnon-

utilitarian
non-

utilitarian
-.

utilitarian ventures as mobilemobile-
c1incis

mobile-
clincisclincisc1incis which are so quicklyquickly-
Immobilized

quickly-
Immobilizedimmobilized once they leave thethe-

streets
the-

streetsstreets and political areanas ...

The views expressed aboveabove-
are

above-
areare purely based on my ownown-

observations
own-

observationsobservations and opinions . MyMy-

comments
My-

commentscommentscomments should not be takentaken-

to
taken-

toto represent the position oror-

policy
or-

policypolicy ofoC the United StatesStates-
Public

States-
PublicPublic Health Service or thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Health Service .

Sincerely yours ,

John Midthun M.DMD. .

Chief , Pribilof
HealthService
Health
ServiceServic-

eSkoog

Servic-

eSkoogSkoogSk() replies
repliesApril

April 25,197925197925,1979-

Dear

,

Dear Editor :

I noticed in the TUNDRATUNDRA-
TIMES

TUNDRA-
TIMESTIMES edition of April 18 ,
1979 , you printed a letter thatthat-

was
that-

waswas sent to the GovernorGov rnor fromfrom-

Tom
from-

TomTom Craig , Executive Director ,
Copper River Native AssociaAssocia-Associa-

tion
¬.-

tion . In the letter , Mr . CraigCraig-

accused
Craig-

accusedaccused me of making derogaderoga-deroga-
tory

¬.-

tory statements aboutabou the CopCop-Cop-

per
¬.-

per River Natives regardingregardllg) a viovlovio-vio-

lation
¬.-

lationlatlon ofor salmon fishingnshlngfishingfishingregularegularegula-regula-

tion
¬.-

tion in the CopperCQPper River arar-arar-

ea
¬.-

ea last summer .
In my opinion , I have notnot-

made
not-

mademade any derogatory statementsstatements-
against

statements-
againstagainst these people ., A viovio-vio-

lation
¬.-

lation ofof-offishing- fishing regulations diddid-

occur
did-

occuroccur and citations forfQr thisthis-

violation
this-

violationviolation were Issued by propro-pro-

tection
¬.-

tection officers of the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-

ment of Public SafetySarety as isis-

normal
is-

normalnormal procedure ., These citacita-cita-

tions
cita-

tions
¬-

tions later were dropped whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe emergency regulations forfor-
taking

for-
takingtaking salmon were changed .

I recognize well the needn'dnd('(' forfor-

See

for-

See( SeeSec LETTERSLETTRS[ page eight )
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the Copper River people toto-

take
to-

taketake salmon for subsistencesubsistence-
purposes

subsistence-
purposespurposes , and the DepartmentDepartment-
does

Department-
doesdoes intend to provide forfor-
this

for-
thisthis need as long as the rereore-rereo-

source
re-

source
.-

source is adequate .
On March 29,1979291979, , I sentsent-

the
sent-

thethe enclosed letter of responseresponse-
toto Mr . Craig in ahananattemptattempt toto-

explain
to-

explainexplain the remarks that I hadhad-
made

had-
mademade in Washington , D.CDC. . concon-con-
cerning

¬.-

cerning the "CopperCopper" River iruin .,
cident" ., I hope this letter will

giveglV somesome explanationexplanation to youryour-
readers

your-
readersreaders . My Department is nownow-

in
now-

inin the process of hiringhlrinhirin ; a staffstaff-
for

staff-
for,, for. the newly-creatednewlycreated-- SubsisSubsis-Subsis-

tence
Subsi-

stece
¬-

tencetece Section and it shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe implemented fullytully somesome-some-

time
¬.-

time this summer . The ChiefChief-

of
Chief-

ofof this Section , Dr . Tom Lon-LonLon-

ner
Lon-

ner
-.

ner, and his Assistant , Mr .

Paul Cunningham , were presentpresent-
atat the recent hearings held byby-

the
by-

thethe Boards of Fisheries andand-

Game
and-

GameGame in Anchorage at whcihwhcih-

they
whcih-

theythey discussed regulations for

the coming year regarding thethe-

subsistence
the-

subsistencesubsistence take of fish andand-

wild
and-

wildlifewildlifewild fe . I believellelievelie'velieve' Dr . Lonner4>4nnerLonner-
and

nnernner-

andand Mr . Cunningham 'represent'lepresentlepresentrepresent-represent-
ed

; .¬-

ed the rural people very wellwell-

at
well-

atat these hearings and , genera--generagenera-

lly
generaI-

ly
-.-.'

llylIyIly , I believe Jthe.thethe. actionsactionstakenactions-takenactionstakenactionstaken-
by

-takentaken-.

by the Board were quite goodg od .

I want to asssure you thatthat-

this
that-

thisthis Department intends to carrycarry-

out
carry-

outout the intent of the newnew-

State
new-

StateState subsistence law . We willwill-

make
will-

makemake every effort to see thatthat-

the
that-

thethe needs of the rural peoplepeople-

are
people-

areare taken care of..
Sincerely ,

Ronald O . SkoogSkoog-

Commissioner
Skoog-

Commissioner
CommissionerMr
Commissioner

Mr . Tom CraigCraig-

Executive
Craig-

Executive
Craig-

ExecutiveExecutive DirectorDirector-
Copper

Director-
Copper

Director-
CopperCopper River Native Association

AssociationDrawer
Drawer HH-

Copper
H-

Copper
H-

CopperCopper CenterAK, 9957399573-

March

99573-

MarchMarch 29,197929197929,1979-

Dear

,

Dear Mr . Craig :

I have received your letterletter-
of

letter-
of9fof March 21,1979211979, , regarding mymy-
presumed

my-
presumedpresumed derogatory remarksremarks-
concerning

remarks-
concerningconcerning the Copper River

I1 perper-per-

plexed

¬.-people .. am
plexed as to why youyo shouldhouldshould-

consider

hould-

considerconsider my testimonytestimony ) givengiven-

in
given-

ininin WashingtonWiShlngton'Washington' , D.CDC. ., inIr(, lateJate '

February as being'being' derogatoryderogatory-

but
derogatory-

butbut I will , attemptattempt-attemptto"- to explainexplain-

toto you the situation , surround ,.

ing the statement I1 made duringduring-

the
during-

thethe panel discussion .

The panel appearing beforebefore-

the

before-

thethe House Subcommitte chairedchaired-

by

chaired-

byby Congressman Breaux waswas-

concerned
was-

concernedconcerned with the subsistencesubsistence-
issue

subsistence-
issueissue . My prepared testimonytestimony-
contained

testimony-
containedcontained no reference whatsowhatso-whatso-
ever

whatso-
ever

¬-

ever to the Copper River area .

At the conclusion of all thethe-

prepared
the-

preparedprepared testimony a generalgeneral-

discussion
general-

discussiondiscussion ensued and AlaskaAlaska-

Federation

Alaska-

FederationFederation of Native'sNatives' represeh-represehreprese'n-represe'nrepresenrepresen-represeh-
tative

represe'n-

tative

represen-

tative '-

tative , Don Mitchell , brought upup-

the
up-

thethe Copper River "incidentincident" "
of last year as an example ofof-

the
of-

thethe lack of consideration thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Fish and GameGame-

has

Game-

hashas had for supporting thethe-

subsistence
the-

subsistencesubsistence needs of rural peopeo-peo-

ples
peo-

ples

¬-

ples .

In explaining that incident toto-

the
to-

thethe Subcommittee I gave thethe-

background
the-

backgroundbackground of the problemsproblems-

associated

problems-

associatedassociated with the "subsistenwsubsistenw"subsistencesubsistence"subsistence-
fishing

"subsistence-
fishing

"
fishing " for salmon in thethe-

Copper
the-

CopperCopper River last year . AsAs-

you
As-

youyou are well ,. aware the salmonsalmon-
run

salmon-
runrun was much lower than exex-exex-

pected
ex-

pected
¬-

pected and the Department waswas-

obligated
was-

obligatedobligated to impose restrictionsrestrictions-

onon that fishing effort in anan-

attempt
an-

attemptattempt to provide for adeade-ade-

quate
¬.-

quate escapement of slamon forfor-

the
for-

thethe spawning grounds.ThegroundsThe. initialInitial-

emergency
initial-

emergencyemergency order closed downdown-
the

down-
thethe season to weekends andand-

therefore
and-

thereforetherefore the fish wheels werewere-

not
were-

notnot allowed to operate duringduring-

the
during-

thethe week . The EmergencyEmergencyOrderEmergencyOrder-
as

,. OrderOrder-
asas initially written was a poorpoor-
decision

poor-
decisiondecision but neverthelessnevertheleS$ anyany-

fishing
any-

fishingfishing that occurred during thethe-

week
the-

weekweek was illegal . s.s-

ApparentlyApparently some of the CopCop-Cop-

per
¬.-

per River residents decided toto-

fish

to-

fishfish for salmon with their fishfish-

wheels
fish-

wheelswheels during the week Inin-

direct
in-

directdirect violation of the EmerEmer-Emer-
gency

¬.-

gency Order.. This violation waswas-

detected
was-

detecteddetected by the Fish and WildWild-Wild-

life
Wild-

life

¬-

life Protection Officer for thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Public Safety ,

and subsequently he issued citacita-cita-

tion's

¬.-

tionstIontion's'!; to four of the residentsresidents-
who

residents-
whowho claimed to be responsibleresponsible-
forfor the illegal action . Later afterafter-
discussions

after-
discussionsdiscussions with the local peopeo-peo-

ple

¬.-

plepie of the Copper Center area ,

the emergency order was rereore-rereo-

vised

re-

vised

¬-

vised to allow fish wheels toto-

be
to-

bebe operated throughout the wewe-we-

ek

¬.-

ek and the citations that hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen issued were
.
droppeddropped . I at-at-

templetempted to explain ;; tnt,. '-templetlon
tlontion >', loto <. -,

, thetbe.titbeti., SubcorrSub on mitteemittee .
' 'In1n my'oplni-

on

myoplnio-

n
my-opini-

on

m-
y

opinio-
n

my-opinl-

on

m-
y

opinlo-
n'- the'statementsthestatementsthe statementsstatements-

made
.

madmade yere;werewereI'not
I'n-

ot

In-

ot'not ''derogatorydetderogatorygatory\gatorygatoryr'\'' relarrela-relarela-

tive'to
la ¬.-
'

tivetlvetive'totiveto*' 'toto' *; : thether.r' CopperCo'ppCopp (;, River
'

'peopeo'pe'QpeQpeo-peo-peo-

ple
' .

pieple,,: and therfore'1therfore1therfore '" ' I!, seese'esee ;: hono needneed-

for
need-

forfor any .apoapo.apologyy'nor.apologyynorapologyynor. apologyogy.rtorogyrtor'' ".'
.
nor for anyanyany-

wltl'1drawal

any-

withdrawalwitndrawalwltl'1drawalwltl1drawalwithdrawal' 'of.ofQf. .thethe.the testimonytetestimony-

I
timonytimony-

II gave to the SubcommitteeSubcommltLeeSubcommittee .

I am well aware of the neelnee9neenee9-

for
ii-

forfor the subsistence taking 01of01-

salmon

of-

salmonsalmon by the Copper RiverRiver-

people

River-

peoplepeople and by other .peoplespeoplespeoples-
throughout

peoples-
throughout

.
,

throughout rural Alaska . TheThe-

Boards

The-

BoardsBoards of Fisheries and GameGame-

are

Game-

areare attempting at this time toto-

develop

to-

developdevelop good regulations forfor-

subsistence

for-

subsistencesubsistence , and in particular thethe-

Board

the-

BoardBoard of Fisheries Board willwill-

establish

will-

establishestablish some logical and goodgood-

regulations
good-

regulationsregulations that will provide adad-adad-

equately
ad-

equately
¬-

equately for the subsistencesubsistence-
needs

subsistence-
needsneeds of the Copper RiverRiver-

people
River-

peoplepeople .
I think I can assure youyou-

that
you-

thatthat our Area BiologistsBi 10gists inIn-

charge

in-

chargecharge of salmon fisheries areare-

quite
_

quite sensitive now to the subsub-sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence

¬-

sistence needs in any futurefuture-
emergency

future-
emergencyemergency orders that may bebe-

necessary

be-

necessarynecessary to protect the salsal-salsal-

mon

¬.-

mon stocks . Subsistence use isIs-

a

is-

aa priority use under State lawlaw-

and
law-

andand we fully intend to carrycarry-

out
carry-

outout our responsibilities underunder-
that

under-
thatthat law .

Sincerely ,

Ronald O . SkoogSkoog-

Commissioner
Skoog-

CommissionerCommissioner


