
Task force : Education is society'ssocietyssociety 's rresponsibilitysponsibnity
The education of Alaska'sAlaskas' youth is the1he rcspon-

ibility
respon-

sibility
rcspon-rcsponrespon-responrespon-

sibilitYof
--

--ibilityibilitysibilitysibilitYof,ofof society aslIS a whole ,. notnOi justj1l1t Ihthe' publicpublic-
school

public-
schoolchoolschool system . That wasWIIS an early decision of thethe-
Governor's

the-
Governor'sGovernor'sGovernors' Task Force on Effective Schooling ,
and it was a decision upon which muchmum of the rere-rere-
mainder

-¬.
maindermaittder of the task force findings andandrecommenrecommen-
dations

recommen-
dations

recommenrecommen-¬-
dations were based .

In denningdefining the school'sschools' responsibilityresponsiblbtX.inresponsiblbtXinresponsibilityan. ! !! thethe-
total

the-
totaltotal education of our youth , the task foreforce saidsaid-
many

said-
manymany facetsfaceu of society have the responsibility ofof-

educ
of-

educatingeduceducatingtng our young . Parents and other familyfamily-
members

family-
membersmembers have the respresponsibilityrespnsibilitynsibility for trainingtraining-
children

training-
childrenchildren ,,. for ...instillinginstilling values , for transferringtransferring-
good

transferring-
goodgood social skillsskills., for encouraging learning andand-
reinforcing

and-
reinforcingreinforcing what the :schoolsslhools teach .

Other parts of society also have a responsibilityresponsibility-
toward

responsibility-
towardtoward the education of our young , includingincluding-
community

including-
communitycommunity eldersetders ,, the media,, scouts ,., museums ,
librarieslibraries,,, socialsoca1 clubs , city and village councilscouncicouncil,, andand-
many

and-
manymany othersothers-

The

..

The public: schools , as we anaDall know ,. playplayaa vitalvital-

role
vital-

rolerole , and it wasWIIS this role that the Governor'sGovernors ' TaskTask-

Fora
Task-

ForceForceFora on Effective SchoolingSchoolinC attempted to define .
While schools have aI responsibility to contn'bute-
to

contribute-
to

contributecontn'butecontnbute'to the total, education of young people ,. the tasktask-

fora
task-

forceforcefora saidsaid,, schools *' responsibilities are limited toto-

formal
to-

formalformal and in-

directly
in-

directJy
inin-schoolingschoolina supporting directlycliredIy or ¬--

directlydirectJy: those other 'entities'GtitiesGtities that have otherother-

primary
other-

primaryprimary reponsibilitiesrcPoDSibilities of educating our )'young'outlgoutlg . -.

"."BecauseBecauseBecaus' sosso' many diverse segments of societysociety-

conlribute
society-

contributecontributeconlribute to the educationeducalion of the young ,." thethe-

task
the-

tasktask force said in its report loto theIhe governor ,. ""Ihere-
arc

"therethere"IhereIhere"there-
arearearc many types of both formal and informal learn-

ing
learn-

ing
learnlearn-¬-

ing ,which are beyond the control of the schoolhool..
Bcc:BecauseBecauseuse the school does notnol and should not con-
trol

con-
trol

concon-¬-
trol all learning experiences , the responsibilities ofof-

Ihe
of-

thetheIhe public school should be limited to aspects overover-

which
over-

whichwhich it hasbas direct control.. " Because of that , Ihe-

task
theIhethe-

sk
the-

task--sksktask force set outoul to define arjand oUllineoutline" the' respon-
sibilities

respon-responrespons-
ibilities

--
sibilitiesbilities of the public school..

After many weeks and months " of deliberation ,.
the task forcefora defined the three types of respon-
Sibilities

respon-

sibilities
responrespon-¬-

sibilities of public schoolsscbools : primary , shared andand-
supportive

and-
supportivesupportive .

Primary responsibilities of education ateare thosethose-

over
those-

over
those-

overover which theIhe school has assumed the majormajor-
sponsibility

major-
responsibility

major-
responsibilitysponsibilityresponsibility for teaching , according to10 the tasktask-
force

task-
forceforce .

Shared responsibilities are those which schoolsschools-

share
schools-

shareshare withWllh groups , agencies and privateprivale industrymdustrymdustry-

to
industry-

toto provide instruction to studcntsstudents in ..suchsuch areas asas-
vocational

as-

vocationalvocational and career education . A shared respon-
sibility

respon-
sibility

responrespon-¬-

sibility also includes providing a model to childrenchildren-

toto encourage the development of behaviors and atalat-

titudes
at-at¬.-

titudes exhibited by the communitycommunity .
The supportive roles of schools require thethe-

schools
the-

schoolsschools to develop a supportive relationshiprelationslup withwith-

other
with-

otherother entities in the community that have their-
own

then-
own

theirthen
own primary responsibilities for educating youth .
An exampleexamplc could be that a school mightmigbt developdevelop-

support
develop-

supportsupport for a community'scommunitys' mental health agenciesagencies-

instead
agencies-

insteadInstead of expanding the school'sschools' staff.uarfuarf. to hirelurehire-
counseling

lure-
counselingcounseling psychologists .

With the help of a non-profitnonprofit- educationaleducational-
research

educational-
researchresearch agencyagency-theagencythe--the NorthwestNortbwest Regional Educa-

tional
Educa-

tional
EducaEduca-¬-

tional LaboratoryLaboratory-theLaboratorythe-the task force examined aa-

broad
a-

broadbroad range of educational researchresearth in six majormajor-

educational
major-

educationaleducational areas . These areas included :. OasaClass tlze-tlze.tlzeHowme.HowmeHowsize-HowsizeHow-- How does class-classclasssize--- size affect thethe-

learning
the-

learninglearning process ? Are small classes bettebetterbetter-
than

better-
thanthan large classes ?. ClassroomOassroom'orjjanizatloBOI'pIIizatiolOIpIIizatiolorganizallos and groupinggroaplDI-groaplDIgroaplDIoesgrouping-DoesgroupingDoesgroupingDoes-
it

-Doesoesoes-
itit make a difference in learning to separateseparate-
fast. fast learners from slower learners , or is. it bet-

ter
belbetbet-¬.-

terler to keep them alltli togethertogelher in one group ?. , Computer assistedIISSisted instructionInstructloa-GlVenInstructloaGlVeninstruction-GiveninstructionGiven--Given thethe-
large

the-
large

the-
largelarge number of rural schools in Alaska ,.
would it be betterbettcr to use computers in thethe-

learning
the-

learninglearning processprocess:?? Would the results of usingusin-
gc

using-
computers

using-

mpulcr5ccomputersmpulcr5 be the same in urban area schQOlsschools ?. Parent partldpadoa-DoespartldpadoaDoesparticipation-Doesparticipation-- parent mvolve-mvolveinvolve-involve--

menlmerit with ththe schoolsschoolsaffectaffect a duld'sduldschild'schilds' perfor-
mance

perfor-
mance

perfor-perfor-
mance in school ?. The principal ast Instructionallulnldlow: leaderladerWhatle-
adership

leader-WhatleaderWhatlader-WhatladerleaderWhatl-
eadership

-What
leadership ttaltstraits provIde the best school learn-
mg

learn-

ing
learn-learn-

ingmg environmentenvlfonmenl passiblepgsslblepossible ?. TIme futonfacton-HowfactonHowfactors-Howfactors--How much timelime of the day ,.

week orr month does a rstudenlstudent' needJ to spendspend-

on
spend-

on
'

on a givenven task to10 Icleamlearn that task thoroughly-
and

thoroughlythoroughly-
andand be prepared to advance to the next levelleve-
lof

leve-
lofof difficulty ?

The task force also spelled out sevseveral< . . .recom-

mendations
recom-recomrecom-

mendauons
-. , .-

mendationsmendauons to theIhe governor , IncludInge-

stablishmg
includingincludinge-

stablishingestablishingestablishmg a research arm of theIhe DepartmentDepartmenl oofof-

Educanon
of-

Education other - ofof-

research
of-

researm
- 'EducationEducanon to10 examineexamme majc-

research
majc-majcmajor areas

researchresearm and to keep current on rresearch areasareas-

already
areas-

alreadyalready examinedexammed .

nThe. task force abaaIaoalso nudemade recomtatodiUonjftCOdatloaarecomaeadatloas
_ toto-

tile
to-

thethetile State Board of EdcotfoiEd1lC8tlolrEduatlo. IBIIIn! firefuefin otheroilier areasaras:
1I . To revise the minimum curriculumauriculum for-

elementary
forfor-

elementaryelementaryntary and jUlljunioror high:schoolslhool students .

2 . To rCVlSCrevise ..vvthe. mirnmumminimum: Jtatestate reqmredrequitedrequired highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool graduation requirements..
3 . To adopt twelve general goals towardtowardwhichwhIChwhICh-

all
which-

allall schools should stns\nVesnVestrive\ .
4 . To adoptadopl the practicespracticcs: thatthaI research in-

dicates
m-

dicales
m-min-in-

dicalesdicates need 10to be presenlpresent in a classroom forfor-

effectIve
for-

effectiveeffective learningIcaminS to10 take placeplacc: . TheseThese-

recommendations
These-

recommendationsrecommendations' ' include 18 direct andand-

nine
and-

ninenine mdlrectindirect generalral practicespracuccs: thatthai the tasktask-
force

task-

foraforcefora said were ssentialesscnlla1essential to10 all schools ,.
Other research ommendationsrecommendations were bas-
ed

bas-

5

bas-basbas-
ed

--
ed on the SIX major research areas .

5S . To provide to the StateStale Board of EduCluon-
recommendations

EducationEduCluonEducation-
recommendations

Education-
recommendationsrecommendations necessary to10 ift-
he

if-ifImplementImplement-

Ihe
implement-

the

- '

theIhe task force recommendations inm Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
public

Alaska's-
public

'
public schoolsschools-

The
schools-

TheThe remamderremainderainder of trIhlsthis newspaper supplementsupplement-

deals
supplement-

dealsdeals wilhwith the spcc1ficsspecifics of those recommendalionsrecommendationsrecommendalions-
A

recommendations-
AA bncfbrief historyhlSlory of education and some recent-

trends
recenl-

trends
recentrecenl

trends affectingaffectmg educationeduClllon are also containedconlamed inmin-

this
m-

thisthis supplement..


