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Juneau'sJuneaus' public schoolschoolmin 1905 . Courtesy Alaska Historical Library .
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PIKePage 2 ., GonrnorGovernor'sGovernors ' , T.kTkTask. FoForce", on Effective ScbooliDILSchoolingScho-
olingAmericanAmerican education traces history to ConstituConstitution(on

When the UmtedUnited States drafted the Constitu-
tion

Constitu-
tion

Constitu-Constitu-

liontion , educationeduatlon.: was rregarded as a provmceprovince of thethe-

indIVIdual

the-

individualindividual stastates In every state constitution publicpublic-

educatIon
public-

educationeducatIon> uon is addressed and public ischools areare-

desIgnated
are-

designateddesIgnated. . nated a responsibility of the state . Such isis-

true

is-

truetrue of the Alaska Constitution .

Although educational matterSmatterSwerewere to be statestate-

concerns
state-

concernsconcerns , early natIOnal leaders certainly took Inin-

terest
in-in'-

terest Thomas Jefferson , for one , envIsioned aa-

natIon
a-

nationnation of educateeducated gentlemen farmers actively in-

volved
in-

volved
in-in-

volved in the affanaffaIrs3 ,of representative governmentgovernment-
Because

government-
BecauseBecause of this , he also envIsIoned a need forfor-

schools
for-

schoolsschools
schoolsMassachusetts

Massachusetts was an early leader among statesstates-

In

states-

inIn developing''elopingeloping a strong system of public schoolsschools-

dunng
schools-

duringduringdunng the Nineteenth Century . And withwith-

westward
with-

westwardwestward expansion , one of the first efforts ofof-

new

of-

newnew resIdents min newly settled commumtlescommunities waswas-

the
was-

thethe establishmentit of a local senschool..

DunngDuring the earlyirly NineteenthNmeteenth Century , pubpubhcpublicpubhc-

schoohng
public-

schooling
!

schoohngschoolingschoohngwasschoolingwaswas limIted to the elementary or com-

mon
com-

mon
com-com-

mon school grades , one through eight . In the lessless-

techmcal
less-

technicaltechmcaltechnical agnculturalagricultural society:iety of the time , thisthIs-

system
this-

systemsystemv . . . jvnucdseemed sufficient , although many capablecapable-

young
capable-

youngyoung people undoubtedly were denieddemed the abilityablhtyabilit-
ye

ability-

to10to pursue learmnglearning becausee they could not affordafford-

toto attend secondary school

"
. . ., not until 1874 did thethe-

nation
the-

nationnation decide whether highhigh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools were eligible forfor-

public
for-

publicpublic support throughthrough-

taxes

through-

taxestaxes . . . "

Public secondary schools had theirtheIT beginningbegmmng in-

Massachusetts
minm-

MassachusettsMassachusetts in 1830 . Not until 1874 ,. however ,

did the inattonnation- - - ddecideJ=de' whether- hIghhIghschoolsschools couldcould-

be

could-

bebe conconsIdered." part of the common school system ,

and therefore ehglbleeligible for public support throughthroug-
hta'd

through-

taxesta'dtadtaxes' It was In that year that the MIChIganMIChIgan-

Su

Michigan-

SupremeSuSupSupremepreme. Court affirmed. . , that tax funds could bebe-

used
be-

usedused loto support high schoschoolsschools-

Over

schools-

OverOver the past century and up to the present anan-

explosive
an-

explosiveexplosive chamchain of events has reshapedihaped the pubhc-

schools
publicpubhcpublic-

schoolsschools and CitIzensns ' expectations of them

The industrialIndustnal revolution brought about a shiftshift-

of
shift-

ofof population from rural to urban areas . MMassIveMassIve-

Immigration
Massive-

immigrationImmigrationmigration , different than that of an tearlier-

time
earltelearlier< 'timele , occurred in the late Nineteenth and iearlyearly-

Twentiety
early-

TwentletyTwentietyTwentlety Centuries , resulting in a culturalcultural-

pluralism
cultural-

pluralism
cultural-

pluralismpluralism far ggreater "than "Ihatthat previously' ex-

penenced
ex-

penenced
ex-ex-

penenced .

The population today has become vvery< mobile ,

with twenty percent of AmencansAmericans mOVIng to aa-

new

a-

newneww locale each year .

The question of equality of opportunity hashas-

begun
has-

begunbegun to be addressed . There have been quantumquantum-
leaps

quantum-
leaps'leapsips in knowledge . As the nation has come toto-

gnps
to-

gnps
to-

withgnps withwIthsocietalsocietal ills-

among
ills-illsIlls-highIllshighIllshighunemployment--- unemploymentunemployment-

among
unemployment-

amongamong the young aand minority groups , drugdrug-

abuse
drug-

abuseabuse , prejudice , tcnmecrime- , ,prl'mlscultyprlmlscultypromiscuity' . _ . ., ,. _and. . _

""
. . . Over the past century ,

an explosive chain of eventsevents-

has
events-

hashas reshaped the publicpublic-

schools
public-

schoolsschools and citizens '

expectations of them . . ., .
'"'I

others-schoolsothersschools-- frequently have been looked uponupon-

as
upon-

asas the means for providing solutionssolutions-

TodayToday we also live In an era ofofmstantofinstantmstantinstant massmass-

commumcation
mass-

communicationcommumcationcommunication whICh has had a profound effecteffect-

upon
effect-

uponupon our hveslives .

With the advent of an industrialIndustnal society , larlargelarge-

numbers
large-

numbersnumbers of unskilled and semi-skilledsemiskilled- workiworkersworkers-

were
workers-

werewere needed to staff the factoriesfactorlCs and support iInin-

dustries
in-in'-

dustnesdustries . Thus , migrants from rural areas and iiim-

mIgrants
im-

migrants
im-im-

migrants from other countriescountnes with little formformalformal-

education
formal-

educationeducation , or at best elementary school educatioeducation ,

could be absorbed' into the work force . A sirosiro-
mencan

strongstrong-

component
strong-

componentcomponent,. _of. the \mencanmencanAmencanAmerican\ dream , hovhov-

been
however , hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen the notion that one could better his or her lotlot-

by
lot-

byby hard work and education .

As the ranks of Immigrants swelled and moremore-

sophisticated
more-

sophisticatedsophisticated machines weree inlroduintrodueedintroduced , therethere-

came
there-

camecame a" time when there were: more job sseekersseekers-

than
seekers-

thanthan Jobs . Hence , many moree young people at-

tended
at-

tended
atat--

tended high school..

In examiningexamimngexamining factors that influence societal: exex-

pectations
ex-

pectations
ex-ex¬-

pectations and the nation'snations' schools., nol\OlO\ studystudy-

would

study-

wouldwould be complete without addressing the impactimpact-

of
impact-

ofof media , especially television . Not long ago ,

Americans were entranced and contentedcontentedwithwithwith-

radIo
with-

radioradio and motion picturesctures censored by indust-

ryTelevision

indust-

ryTelevision

industry-industry -. '

'" ., ., . Television contributescontributes-
much

contributes-
muchmuch to the learning of thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung , yet the trade-offtradeoff- maymay-

be
may-

bebe poor studentstudent-
performance

.".
performance . ., .

imposed boards of review . Parents had con-

siderable
con-

siderable
concon-¬-

siderable control of the films their offspring view-

Culture

view-

ed
view-

ed
view-view-

ed .

Culture and media have reflectedrenected and influenc-

ed
innuenc-

ed
influencinnuenc-innuencinfluenc-¬-

ed one another , and television has had an !especial-

its

epecial-

Iy

especia-

lly

especial-especialepecial-epecial-

Iyly profound impact upon the lIVing generations ofof-

our
of-

ourour society . Television contributes much to thethe-

learning
the-

learninglearning of the young , although 1tit is a passive kindkind-

of
kind-

ofof learning . It enables us to participate in manymany-

events
many-

eventseventsits of the world on an ininstantaneous basis andand-

It

and-

itIt does muchuch to enenrichch our lilives' .

Yet very few advances are without trade-offstradeoffs-- .

Under the guise of entertainment , television pro-
J

pro-propro-
vides

pro-
vides

--
: J-J- " ' which wouldwould-

less

would-

suggest
would-

suggest
videsJmodelsfictional models some people
suggest are far less than ideal.. It may tend toto-

discourage
to-

discouragediscourage readinging books and newspapers .

Television also may have an adverse effect uponupon-

student
upon-

studentstudent performance . A CaliforniaCaliforma DepartDepartment ofof-

Education
of-

EducationEducation study , in which 530,000530000, sixth gradegrade-

PUPils

grade-

pupilspupils and high school seniors were surveyed-

regarding
surveyed-

regardmg
surveyed

regardingregardmg TV viewingvlewmg habits , revealed thatthat-

students
that-

studentsstudents who watched the most television receIved-

the
received-

the
received

the lowest test scores . The findingsfindmgs cut acracross< ..1111allall-

social
.1-

1socialsocial , economic , and racial lineshnes , the only <excep-

tion
excep-excepexcep-

tion
--

liontion beingbemg students who spoke limited EnglishEnghsh .

"It mayay be argued that those students whwho< areare-

low
are-

lowlow achieverstievers are more inclinedmchned to watch titelevi-

SIOn

televi-

sion
televi-televi -

SIOn , as opposed to televISIon watchmgwatching causingcausing-

low
causing-

lowlow achievementicvcment . However , there should be nono-

doubt
no-

doubtdoubt that students who watch three or moremore-

hours
more-

hourshours of televisionlelevision a day have 1mlittleIe time to devotedevote-

toto school work at home .


