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NCAI director promises solidarity for Alaska , Outside Natives
By BILL HESSHESS-
Tundr

HESS-
TundraTundrTundra. TimTimes. Slotsiltsilt-

AnchorageAnchorage was chosen asas-

this

as-

thisthis year'syears' NCAI convenl1onconventionconvenl1on-

site

convention-

sitesite to givere Alaska NativiNativesNatives-

and
Natives-

andand IndlarIndiar -,. from the Lower
48 Uiethe opportunity to seesee-

that
see-

thatthat they face the same chalchal-

lcages
chal-

lengeslengeslcages ., and that unityumty willwill-

benefit
will-

benefitbenefit them allall-

"We
all-

"We
all-

"We""WeWe are the same ,. we areare-

one

are-

oneone '" " Ron Andrade ,. the ExEx-

cutive

Ex-

ecutive

Ex-Ex-.

cutiveecutJveecutive Director of NCAI exex-

plained
ex-

understood

ex-ex-.

plamedplained ""WeWe want It clearlyclearly-

understood
clearly-

understoodunderstood that Alaska Na-

tives
NaNa- ¬.-

tivestlveS are not alone .
" Andrade .,

who comes from SouthernSouthern-
CaliforniaCahfomiaCalifornia ,. insistedInslsted ""IfIf anan-

issueissue becomes a fight forfor-

AlaskaAlaska NativesNallves , then itII bebe-

comes
be-be¬.-

! comes our fight We shallshall-

have
shall-

havehave solidaritysohdanty '" We willwlilwilluseuseuse-

ourour resources ,. and our powerpower-

to: to help If we have a fight ,.

then we willwlil ask the samesame-

helphelp from the Alaskan NaNa-

tives

Na-Na¬.-
". tivestlves

It was very clear that pol-

icies

polpol-¬.-
adadminis-

tration

admlnlsadminis-adminis ,-
iciesICles of the Reagan

: trationtratlOn are threateningthreatemngthreatemngallthreateningall iall NaNa-

tive

Na-Na.-

IItlvelivetlvetive AmericansAmencans in similar 'waysways-

the

ways-

thethe loss of job programs min-

areas
minm-

areasareas where there is httle-

or
littlehttlelittle-

oror no privatepnvate industrymdustry to

take up the sJackslack ., cutbackscutbacks-

InIn housmghousinghousmgwherehousingwherewhere shortages areare-

alread

are-

alreadyalreadalready) cnllcalcritical ., reductions in-

health

minm-

healthhealth and medical care wherewhere-

it11it IS below nallonalnational standards .,

and the closure of schoolsschools-

where

schools-

wherewhere education IS already dede-

ficient

de-de.-
fiClentficient
ficientAndrade

Andrade stated that oneone-

purpose
one-

purposepurpose for drawmgdrawing so manmany;<-.

people together was to givegIV-

ethem

give-

themthem the chance to see andand-

hear

and-

hearhear not only themselves ,

but also many of the fedenfederalfederal-

people

federal-

peoplepeople from Washington whwhowho-

are

who-

are

_

are inm charge of implementingtmplementmgimplementing-
many

tmplementmg-
manymany of the president'spresidents' pol-

icies

polpol-¬.-

iciesICles
iciesThisIClesThIS

This would givegwe the dif-

ferent
difdlfdif-¬.-

ferent NativeNallve and tribaltnbal del-

egates
deldel-¬.-

'
egates the opportunityopportumty to dIs-

cuss

dis-

cuss
disdIs-¬-

cuss and evaluate these pro-

grams
propro-¬.-

grams for themselves , andnd toto-

find

to-

findfind ways to encounter newnew-

developments

new-

developmentsdevelopments which runrun-

against

run-

agamstagamstagainstmst the interestsmterests of NativeNative-

Amencans

Native-

Americans.AmencansAmericans. . ..icncansicncans
AmencansIIAmericansIt

hIIIt.icncansh
aalso) would give the fedfed-

eral
fed-fed.-

eral people a chance to kesee thethe-

NatIves
the-

NativesNatIves min actlollaction ""WeWe wantwant-

t

want-

tyttpty prove to them that InIn-

dians

In-

dians

In-In¬-

dians are not cry babies ,"

Andrade stressed ""WeWe cancan-

provide
can-

provideprovide new dlfectlondirection to ourour-

people
our-

peoplepeople when It IS needed "

Andrade alalso: claImed thaIthatthaI-

NC

that-

NCAINCNCAIAI has dcdone. , . much, . , . overover-

the
over-

thethe past year to benefit andand-

protect
and-

protectprotect all Native groups WhenWhen-

the
When-

thethe new administrationadmmlstratlon firstfirst-

began
first-

beganbegan planningplannmg ways to dis-

tribute
disdlsdis- ¬.-

tributetnbute block grants to thethe-

states
the-

statesstalesstates to allow them tow carrycarry-

out
carry-

outout programs formerlyfonnerly admin-

istered
admm-

Istered
adminadmm-admmadmin-¬-

istered by the federal govern-

ment
governgovern-¬.-

ment ,. theytheyIntendedintended to givegive-

the
give-

thethe responsibility for IndianIndIan-

programs
Indian-

programsprograms to state governmentsgovernments-
"NCAI'""NCAINCAI" became involvedInvolvedveryveryvery-

early

very-

earlyearly in convincingLOnvlnclng the admin-

istration
adminadmlnadmin-¬'-

istrationIStratlon that tribestnbes should bebe-

considered

be-

conslderedconsideredconsldered equal wIth thethe-

states
the-

states
consideredstates
statesstatesstates-statesin'"-

in receiving _and. . adad-

ministering
ad-ad.-

ministeringmlOlstenng blockhlock grants ItIt-

worked
it-

workedworked
workedNCAI

NCNCAIAI also loughttoughtfought lorfor andand-

saved

and-

savedsaved the Office of IndIan-

RI

IndianIndian-

RightsRIRiehtsRightshts whichwhl\.hwhl.hwhl.hh\. former presipreslpress

dent JJimmyunmy Carter had tnedtriedtned-

to

tried-

toto eliminateehmmate , gave special pro-

i

pro-

tecrlons
pro-pro-.

tecllonstecrlons in the Senate SelectSelect-

CommIttee
Select-

CommitteeCommIttee whICh screens legiS-

lation
legis-

lation
legiS-legiS-

lation min searchi of billsbilIs andand-

amendments
and-

amendmentsamendments otentiallypotenuallypotentially dam-

aging
damdam-¬.-

agingagmg to NativeNal1ve people ,. andand-

fought
and-

foughtfought againstagamst educationeducatlOn andand-

housing
and-

housinghousing cuts ""AnyAny HUD hous-

es

houshous-¬.-

es which were savedJ werewere-

saved
were-

savedsaved because cof the legleg-

work

leg-

worleworkworle by the NCAINCAl stafPstaff1staff"" AnAn-

d
An-

drade
An-An¬-

ddraderade saidsaid-

Andrade
said-

Andrade
said-

AndradeAndrade claimed that In-

dIan

In-

dian

In-

social

In-In-

dIan groups also recogruzerecognize thatthats-

OCial
that-

socialsocial programs have beenbeen-

growing

been-

growmggrowinggrowmg tooloa fastfasl , but beheves-

that
believesbehevesbelieves-

thatthat some are necessary . HeHe-

was

He-

waswas particularlyparucularly distressed byby-

WVt
by-

White
by-

WhiteWhiteWVt, , > UmiuHouse nlaiMplans toto slashln h thinthethe-

budget

the-

budgetbudget an additionaladdlllOnal 12 per-

cent
per-

cent
perper-¬-

cent beyond cuts alreadyalready-

made
already-

mademade . This , he said , was aa-

method

a-

methodmethod ofofabrogatingabrogating ththe fed-

eral
fedfed-¬.-

eral trusttrusr responsibility toto-

Native

to-

NativeNative peoples by budgetarybudgetary-
decree

budgetary-
decreedecree .

Andrade stressed that NCAINCAI-

has
NCAI-

hashas establtshedestablished the goal thatthat-

tnbes
that-

tubestnbestubes andid Native govemigovernmentsgovernments-
gain

governments-
gamgamgaingam economic strength andand-

independence
and-

mdependenceindependencemdependence beyond the fedfed-

eral
fed-

eral
fed-fed¬-

eral dollar
dollarNCAI
NCAI has already initiatedinitiated-

ItsIts own pro1\rarnspro1rarnsprograms\ designed toto-

establish
to-

establishestablish tramtrade: between IndansIndiansIndans-
and

Indians-

and

,

and foreign nationsnallons ,. and to en ¬.

courage nationalnallonal and mtema-
lonal

intema-
tional

internamtemaintema-intema¬.-

\tional\lonallonal Industry to locate onon-

the
on-

thethe reservation This wouldwould-

create
would-

createcreate jobs whichwluch would attackattack-

structural
attack-

structuralstructural unemploymentunemployment-
"CETA

unemployment-
"CETA

unemployment-
"CETA""CETACETA , the ComprehensiveComprehensive-

Educallon
Comprehensive-

EducationEducationEducallon and TrainingTrammg ActAct-

a( a federal job trainingtrammg programprogram-

which
program-

whichwhich istS getting axed ) does notnot-

attack
not-

attackattack structural unemploy-
ment

unemployunemploy- ¬.-

ment ., Andrade explained-
"When

explainsexplamedexplainedexplamed-
"When""WhenWhen you take an uncmunemunem-

ployed
unem-

ployedployed person ,. put himhun on thethe-

Job

the-

jobjob torfor two years ,. he is stili-

unemployed
stillstilistill-

unemployedunemployed when that twotwo-

years
two-

yearsyears comes to an end IfIfyoIfyoivoiyoyoivoi-
an

yoi-
an

.

-_-ananan establishestabhsh some permpennanentpermanentpennanent-
mdustry

permanent-
industryindustrymdustryMISSISSIPpiChoctaw,. likehke the MissiMISSISSIPpi
Choctaw have with HallmarkHallmark-

cards
Hallmark-

cardscards ,. then vouYOU have attackedattacked-
structural

attacked-
structuralstructuralstructuralemploymentemploymenlemployment YouYou-
have

You-
havehave jobs whichwhl\.hwhl.hwhl.hh\. are atta.hed-
to

attached-
to

jttachedatta\.hedatta.hedatta.hedhedattached\.
to the econoimeconomeconomy, notnolnut to Ihe-

lederal
theIhethe-

federalledeiallederalfederal dollar ".-


