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90 Tons of Whales Caught at Point Hope ...

(Continued from page 1)

were, indeed, some marked
changes from the old days
in the manner in which a
whale catch was. announced.
Attached to the sled load of
flukes was a modem snow
vehicle with which my
nephew had speeded to the
village camrying the great
news.

In the old days, a whaling
captain sent a rumner on foot
to carry the news. Now a
snow vehicle was being used
but along with it, a con-
vincing proof of the whale's
flukes in the sled—the parts
of the whale that are tradition-
ally cut off the whale the
first thing once the animal
has been killed.

A crowd began to gather
outside the lodge, most of
them women in their colorful
parkas. They congratulated
Frances and hu her
happily. Some of women
were in tears. They were
happy for the future. There
would be food for a long time
to come.

Allen’'s whale was last of
the three whales caught last
week, his and John Oktollik's
were caught within one hour.
Joe Frankson had caught his
two days earlier.

Three bowhead whales,
all rather small ones but their
combined weight came to
about 90 tons—
:I."!:’ muktuk forﬂ'

oint Hope with a populat-
ion of 375.

Other villages and towns

will also benefit. Kotzebue

g3

RARE PLAYTHING-Three Point Hope boys will probably
never forget this moment when they happily played on the
huge corcass of Allen Rock’s bowhead whale he h

on April 23. One of the two whales cought that day, Rock's
weighed about 35 tons. The boys are perched ot the back end

will get great many pounds of
it as will Nome and Bamow.
The villages up and down
the Arctic coast are happy
becanse they, too, will get
some of the whales.
TO WHALING CAMPS

The two great animals
caught on April 23 brought
the population of the village
to the whaling camps on
ice. They converged to the
area by dogteams and by
snow machines. Some of them
walked as the oocamps wee
close to the shore—an ideal
whale hunting condition for
the vil 3

John tollik’s whale was
the first for the cuttin
operation. It was about a
foot whale or about 30 toms.
The whole mnimal was
easily pulled out of the
water by block and tackle.

Allen Rock’s whale was
next a scant 100 feet down
from Oktollik®s. Rock's
catch was larger or about
35 tons. It was also pulled
whole on the ice but not
it began to buckle
Il-_' sea ice under it threat-

of the whale's lip and temple. Just benedth the boy lying
prone is the eye. A moment later, the boys were shooed off
the huge mammal when themen got ready to cut up the wha le.
The boy at far right is Rexie, Allen oand Fronces Rock's

adopted boy.
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