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(Third of four partsparts)
(EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE : ., ThisTI s isis-

the
is-

thethe
,
third article

.
'inin'inain.aina' in -aa-. threethree part..

',

seriesseries tracing 'thethe'the'the' presentpreSent statestate-
of

'-

in
i- n'ofofnativenative languages in Alaska .

Most of the information for thethe-
artiCles

the-

articlesarticles was obtained fromfrom-
Dr

from-
DrDr., MichaelMichael"rauss"raussrauss"Krauss ofofthetthe,th UniUni-Uni-

versity
Uni-

versity
¬-

versity of Alaska ) .
'

Go from one Indian villageillagevillage-

to
,: illage-

toto another in Alaska *. from thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior ofof41askaAlaska41aska to thethe SouthSouth-SouthSouth-

ast
South-

east
¬-

easteastast cornercomer of the Alaska ;: panpan-pan-

handle
pan-

handle
¬-

handle . How many children inin-

the
in-

thethe villagesyillages
.-

speak
s-

peak
.
Speak tot eacheac otherother-

in
therther-

inin their nativenativ language ? '

PainfullyPainfullyLL1* ' fewf ,
w , "ff"'' faundfoundfound-

Dr
un(

Dr. Michael Krauss , a.UniversityUniversityaUniversityaUniversity-
of

.,
University-

ofOf Alaska linguist whose workwork-
has

work-
hashas includedincludedtracing-tracingtracing-

: the deathdeath-

throes
death-

throesthroes ', of IndianInIndianian languageslanguagelanguagesin' in

Alaska .:

Dr .: Krauss ,
is one of , if notnot-

the
not-

thethe , foremost expert in Alaskan-AlaskanAlaskan-

Athabascan
-,

Athabascan'AthAth'
,
bascan IndianI dian languages . InIn-

recent
In-

recentrecent years ,, he has devoteddevoted-

most
devoted-

mostmost., of his time toto preservingpreserving-
aa record of the Eyak languagelanguage-
a

.
a separate IndianIndia.1India1'. .11., Janugage.1nugagelanugagenugage inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska still spoken
,

by only1onlY', threethree-
known

three-
kriownknownkriown ' residents of the CopperCopper-
Rivet

'

RiverRivet area .
,' ,'

'-

the
t-

he
'

About 3500 years ago , thethe-
Eyaks

the-
Eyaks

.

Eyaks came
'

down the CopperCopper-
River

Copper-
RiverRiver outout'o-

f

outo-
f

of Interior Alaska andand-

ettled
and-

settledsettledettled$ in the Cordova areaare1/are1areaare1-

from
/. .

From the east , the Tlingits exex-exex-

panded
ex-

panded
¬-

panded
,

into the Copper
.
RiverRiver-

area
River-

area
,

area/areaarea /:.areaThenThen , white America , civilirciviHcivil-civilcivil-

nation
! -

zationnation and alcohol Wreakedwreked their ,'

work on the few Eyaks who rere-rere-

mained
re-

mained
¬-

mained . In Cordova.thereCordovathere., is anan-

Eyak
an-

EyakEyak Gas StationStation
,

and hardlyhardl

! lanyonenyoneanyone remembers the EyakEyak.lnEyakln,
.In-InIn-

Jdians

-.
.

JdiansdiansIdians;partIofwho useduusedd to own thatt partpart-

ofIofof Alaska .

To linguists , Eyak is uniqueuniquunique*'

It( t is .notnot., Eskimo , not AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
can

¬.-

cantan , not Tlingit or Haida eithereitte1! .

Itt isis:3is3:
'-

a
a'a. separate languagelangoage groupgroup-

which
group-

whichwhich differentiated from thethe-

1tha
the-

thabascanAthabascan1thathabascanascan languagesJanguages long e-ee-

ifough
ee-

nough
-.

ifoughI\oughIoughnoughnoughago\ ago ', toto be aa'thirdathird'thirdthird', branchbranch-

of
.,

of Alaskan IndianJndian languages .
. From comparing the langualangua--langua-

ges
¬.

gesgges,s ,. linguistslingu sts derive valuable inin-inin-

formation
in-

formation
¬-

\}

formation 'aboutabout' their ' origins -.

aqdandaQdwhereandwherewhere the people who spoke.spoke.spoke-
tJf

spoke-

them
.

uYemthemtJf m came from ,
;;
,.
So$00$ . Eyak had to be preservedpreserved-

and
preserved-

andandandandwhatwhat itit'l.acksitl.acksitlacksit'lacks
'
lacks. in speakers itit-

makes
it-

makesmakes up for-forforin-., in the excellentexcellent-
do

excellent-
documentationdocumentationdo umentation of an Eyak dicdic-dicdic-

tiorary

dic-

tiopary
¬-

tionarytioparytiorary and grammar ," , whichwhichIwhich-
Dr

I,

,
DrJDr . Krauss. spentpent$ several yearsyears-
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Native Languages . . .
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I
.., preparing -. as a monument to aa-

dying
a-

dyingdying poeple .

Yet , in the Southeast of EyakEyak-
territory

Eyak-
territoryterritory , the Tlingit and HaidaHaida-
Indians

Haida-
IndiansIndians despite their numbers inin-

th
in-

thousandsthousandsth usands face the same extincextinc-extinc-
tion

extinc-
tion

¬-

tion of their language .

Haida is dying , doomed ;

Dr . Krauss explains .. Only thethe-

older
the-

olderolder people speak the language-languagelanguage-
and

language-
and

-

and only in a tiny number of vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬--

lages .,
In the Tlingit villages , thethe-

situation
the-

situationsituation is approaching this .

Hardlyardly any children anywhereanywhere-
speak

anywhere-
speakspeak the language .

Among the Tlingit people ,.

however , many are becomingbecoming-
concerned

becoming-
concernedconcerned with the death ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir language . From CanadaCanada-
and

Canada-
andand the lower 48 black and InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian nationalist movements areare-

having
are-

havinghaving their influence on TlingitTlingit-
youth

Tlingit-
youthyouth .

The Tlingits are a highly popo-¬.-

liticalpoliticalpeople . Reawakened nana-nana-

tionalism
na-

tionalism
¬-

tionalism could combine withwith-
aa resurgence of cultural interestinterest-
among

interest-
amongamong the young to lead to aa-

Tlingit
a-

TlingitTlingit renaissance .

As ofofnownow ,. the position ofof-

th
of-

thetheth language is perilous , sayssays-

Dr
says-

DrDr. Krauss .

Yet , in halfhalfaa dozen highhigh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools in Southeast Alaska andand-

in
and-

inin Alaska'sAlaskas' three colleges a handha.nd-ha.ndhand-ha.nd-

ful
hand-

ful
. ¬--

ful of teachers are presentingpresenting-
classes

presenting-
classesclasses in Tlingit as a secondsecond-
language

second-
languagelanguage ..

At the University of Alaska ,

Dr . Krauss , who began the firstfirst-
course

first-
coursecoursecollegeinin Eskimo 'atat'at the collegecollege-
inin 1961 now teaches Tlingit.. AtAt-

Alaska
At-

AlaskaAlaska Methodist UniversityUniversity-
Nora

University-
NoraNora Florendo teaches TlingitTlingit-
conversation

Tlingit-
conversationconversation andandgrammargrammargrammar .

She is form Hoonah , one ofof-
the

of-
thethe Tlingits campaigning to rereore-rereo-

new
re-

new
¬-

new interest in her language andand-

culture
and-

cultureculture .

She is spurredspurr d on by the rearea-rea-

lization
¬.-

lization that Eyak is nearly exex-exex-

tinct
¬.-

tinct1 , fewer than 100 peoplepeople-
speak

people-
speakspeak: Haida and the AthabascanAthabascan-
languages

,

languageslanguageIlanguagesare, are approaching thisthis-

st
this-

statestatest: te .

As of now , the scattered teatea-tea-

chers
¬.-

chersc presentingpresent ng TlingitTUngit work inin-

the
in-

thethe1 dark ., They are widely sepasepa-sepa-
rated

¬.-

ratedJ andandeacheach must painfullypainfully-
put

painfully-
putput1 together his own curriculum .

However , on JuneJ ne 1I , thethe-
Tlingit

the-

TlingitTlingiti teachers will meet atat-

Sheldon
at-

SheldonSheldon Jackson College toto-

coordinate
to-

coordinateccoordinate a programprogtam forfor-

Alaskan
for-

AlaskanAlaskanJ schools . At SheldonSheldon-
Jackson

Sheldon-
JacksonJacksonJ ,. they plan to organizeorganize-
curriculum

organize-
curriculumcurriculum( and adopt the stanstan-stan-
dard

¬.-

byConstancedarddard-cdardspelling'- spelling devised by
Constance( Naish and GillianGillian-
Story

Gillian-
StoryStory of the Summer InstituteInstitute-
o

Institute-
orofcoor(LinguisticsInguistics .

With work , the Tlingit people

could save a literature for their
10,00010000, people , teach Tlingit inin-

the
in-

thethe schools and perhapsperhap rearea-rearea-

waken
rea-

waken
¬-

waken it among the young ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir tribe .

For much Athabascan , oror-

Athapascan
or-

AthapascanAthapascan , is one the whitewhite-
men

white-
menmen applied to the Indian peopeo-peo-
ple

¬.-

plepie they met in the interior ofof-

Canada
of-

CanadaCanada . It comes from the nana-nana-

me
¬.-

me of a lake .

Actually , the Athabascan lanIanlan-lan-

guages
¬.-

guages in America comprise sese-sese-

veral
¬.-

veral dozen separate but relatedrelated-
languages

related-
languageslanguages belonging to tribestribes-
from

tribes-
fromfrom Alaska to Apache Country .

The Navajos ,. 140,000140000, strong ,

all speak Athapaska .

About 10 of the AthabascanAthabascan-
languages

Athabascan-
languageslanguages are in Alaska and withwith-
few

with-
fewfew and scatered exceptions thethe-

languages
the-

languageslanguages in Alaska are morimori-mori-
bund

¬.-

bund .

In Tana'nacrossTananacross' , a few chilchil-chil-

dren
¬.-

dren Speak their language . InIn-

Tetlin
In-

TetlinTetlin it is strong . It is weakerweaker-
in

weaker-
inin Northway . A few isolatedisolated-
villages

isolated-
villagesvillages in northeast Alaska alsoalso-

retain
also-

retainretain their language -. ArcticArctic-
Village

Arctic-
VillageVillage , Venetai ,; Chalkeetzik ,
Birch Creek . Probably ,. theythey-
comprise

they-
comprisecomprise only a few hundredhundred-
people

hundred-
peoplepeople .

Overall few Indian childrenchildren-
speak

children-
speakspeak their language . Already ,

for many dialects , only a few ofof-

the
of-

thethe old people stillstillremember.ofremember-ofrememberofremember.ofrememberofremember.of-
use

rememberof-
use

-.
use only to linguists and histohisto-histo-
rians

histo-
rians

¬-

rians trying to preserve the lanIanlan-lanlan-

guage

¬.-

guage for future study .

Almost no Alaskan IndiansIndians-
have

Indians-
havehave any knowledge ofofwhatwhat itit-

means
it-

means.meansmeans. to be an Athabascan - ofof-

the
of-

thepeopleswhothe , widely separated peoples
who speak their language andand-

share
and-

shareshare many parts of their culcul-culcul-

ture
cul-

ture
¬--

ture .

In the schools , Indian chilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren
¬--

dren do not learn of the 140,000140000140,000-
Navajos

140,000-
Navajos

,

Navajos who speak Athabascan ,

often read and write their lanlan-lan-

guage
lan-

guage
¬--

guage and preserve a proud andand-
powerful

and-

powerfulpowerful heritage in the southsouth-south-
west

south-
west

¬--

west..

Yet , the children are fed nunu-nunu-

merous
nu-

merous
¬--

merous facts about white AmeAme-Ame-
ricans

Ame-
ricans

¬--

ricans and the European historyhistory-
these

history-
thesethese-thesetheselate-, late comers brought withwith-
them

with-
themthem . Their own history andand-
culture

and-
cultureculture is kept largely secret..

Not knowing these thingsthitlgs ,

parents devalue their languagelanguage-
and

language-
andand do not teach it to theirthe r chilchil-chil-

dren
¬.- ,

dren . ., Some feelfee) othersothgrs willwill-

teach
will-

teachteach them -. the schools , authoautho-autho-
rities

¬.-
rities , somebody . Yet , the truthtruth-
Is

truth-
isis that a child can learn his lanIanlan-lan-

guage
¬.-

guage only in his home -. fromfrom-
his

from-
hishis parents . He can learnlearn-
English

learn-
EnglishEnglish from almost anyone .

NEXT : Eskimo - a last hope .


