
State boards want subsistence solutions
BY NANCY HARVEYHARVEY-

BETHELThey

HARVEY-

BETHELTheyBETHEL-TheyBETHELThey- called it aa-

Fish
a-

FishFish and Game Public Meeting ,

but most of those present recogrecog-recog-

nized
recog-

nized
¬-

nized it as a closedose encounter ofof-

the
of-

thethe third kind .
The official reason was a joint-

meeting
jointjoint-

meetingmeeting of the Alaska BoardsBoards-

of
Boards-

ofof Fisheries and Game to acceptac.ceptac.cep-

tfonnal
accept-

formal
.

formalfonnal public presentations onon-

proposed
on-

proposedproposed changes in the reguregu-regu-

latory
¬.-

latory system .
'. Fish and Game CommissionerCommissioner-

Ron
Commissioner-

RonRon SkbogSkoog , along with reprerepre-repre-

sentatives
¬.-

sentatives from each of thethe-

boards
the-

boardsboards and ., ,staffs , arrived in BeBe-BeBe-

thel
¬.-

thel on February 27 for four-

days
fourfour-

daysdays of public hearings to disdis-disdis-

cuss
¬.-

cuss the various fish and gameRameRame-

decentializatlon
game-

decentralizationdecentralizationdecentializatlon proposals , somesome-

currently
some-

currentlycurrently before the State LegisLegis--Legis-

lature
gis-gisgis-

larure
¬-

laturelarure.. The fishr1sh and game meetmeet-meet-

ings

meet-

ings

¬-

ings followed on the heels ofof-

the
of-

thethe two-daytwodaytwo --ay AVCPAVCP Caucus andand-

most
and-

mostmost representatives stayedsta ed inin-

Bethel
in-

BethelBethel to present testimonytestimony-
jut

.

B\JtBJt-jutjut- \ut , board members seemedseemed-

reluctant
seemed-

reluctantreluctant to hear the kind of

testimony being presented .

Some membersmem\memmemers\'>ers felt they hadhad-

heard
had-

heardheard all they needed to hearhear-

'about
hear-

aboutabout'about' subsistence and problemsproblems-
encountered

problems-
encounteredencountered with state fishfub andand-
game

and-
gamegame management ..

"We'veWeve"" '' heardbeard all the probprob-prob-
lems

prob-
lems

¬-

lems before ,:"' one board membermember-
told

member-
told

,
told the Tundra Times . vWe" 'WeWe'We-

want
',We-

wantwant to hear recommendationsrecommendations-
andand solutionssolution, , to thetho problems ."

Commissioner Skoog toldtold-
those

told-
thosethose presentpresent-presentthat'- that one problemproblem-
"is

problem-
"is"isis" how we regulate subsistencesubsistence-
need

subsistence-
needneed , protect fishroo

,
andd wildlifewildlife-

and
wildlife-

andandandallow'allowallow-allow',- for other usesuses of fishfISh-

and
fish-

andand wildlife at the same time ."
Skoog said there have not-

been
notnot-

beenbeen problems until recently inin-

satisfying
in-

satisfyingsatisfying the needs of subsis *.,

tence users , and that therethere-
have

there-
havehave been very few restrictionsrestrictions-
onon people in rural communitiescommunities-
soso far .

"SubsistenceSubsistence" use too willwill-

have
will-

havehave to be regulated so we cancan-

protect
can-

protectprotect fish and wildlife ,." SkoogSkoog-

continued
Skoog-

continuedcontinued . "NotNot" everyone needsneeds-

fish

needs-

fishfish and wildlife for consumpconsump-¬.-

tive uses . We have to identifyidentify-

subsistence
identify-

subsistencesubsistence users ."
Skoog said the biggest probprob-prob-

lem
prob-

lem

¬-

lem is there is not enough opop-op¬-

portunity for the public to parpar-par-
ticipate

¬.-

ticipate in the setting of reguregu-regu-

lations
¬.-

lations , and said there are threethree-
options

three-
optionsoptions available in the decendecen-¬.-

tralization of fish and gamegame-
management

game-
managementmanagement :

managementKeep
-KeepKeep- the present two boardboard-

system
board-

systemsystem and expand the local adad-adad-

visory
*-.

visory committees to be moremore-
effective

more-
effectiveeffective . This would involveinvolve-

PLEASE

involve-

PLEASE

involve-

PLEASEPLEASE TURN TO PAGE SIX



. Fish and, boards ofsubsistenceofsubsistence talk
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONEONE-

holding
ONE-

holdingholding more board meethigsmeetings inin-

the
in-

thethe rural areas and providingproviding-
more

providing-
moremore adequate fundmgfunding of com-comcom-
mittees

com-
mittees

-
mittees ;
mitteesAdopt

-AdoptAdopt--Adopt.- -- the proposal present-presentpresent-
ed

-

ed by the State AdministrationAdministration-
toto establish five regionalregionalcouncoun-councoun-
cils

coun-
cils

-

cils to consider regulatoryregulatory-
changes

regulatory-
changeschanges and workworkcloselyclosely withwith-
the

with-
thethe local advisory ccommitteesnmiUees ;

andand-

Set.SetSet--Set.- .- up more regional coun-councoun-
cils

coun-
cils

-

cils such as proposed in. Rep':

NelsNets Anderson'sAndersons' bill to establish
12 regional boards rqngalong"thealongthealong"thel-
ines

>"'thethe' '

lines of the Alaska '
,
, '" Native ,

Claims Sett1emenlSettletnentAct-SettletnentActSettletnentActSkoog", ti:-'' SkoogSkoog-
recommended

'

recommended ' as , feW.boardSYasfeWboardSYasfeW.boards-'asfeW.boardsasfeW.boardsfeWboards'asas.. -'
,

posiblepossible, , sayidgsaying 'ifif'
if 'i1i1'the'rethere' re' ' "werewere'"were-

too

.

too many , the systsystemr wouldn'twouldntwouldn't-
work

wouldn't-
work

'
work .

Following two days of'pubIicofpubIicof'publlcofpubllcof'pubIic-
testimony

of'publlc-
testimony ''

testimony wlwhichch seemingly

- -
made little bnpactimpact on boardboard-

membefS
board-

membefsmembefS , thingsthings-beganthingsbegan.-; gan to pickpick-
up

pick-
upup the morning of the third day .

Tony Vaska of Bethel toldtold-
the

told-
thethe boards : "WhenWhen" the YupikYupik-
managed

Yupik-
managedmanaged the resresourcesurces there waswas-

much
was-

muchmuch more availableavailable . hIt waswas-
only

was-
onlyonly when utsideoutside interestsinterests-
came

interests-
camecame and harvested the .resourc-.resourcresourc-resourc.resourc-
es

.
, resourc-

es
-

es that it began to decline , un-unun-

til
un-

til
-

til fmallyfinally it no longer existsexists-
in

exists-
inin some areas ..""

"YourYour" regulations are exterexter-exter-
minating

.-
minating our ultureculture , you areare-

committing
are-

committing:committing genocidgenocide , the exex-exex-

tinction
.-

tinctiontintiori of our culture . Too of-ofof-
ten

of-
'tenyou

-

'tenyoutenyou(' ten ,
: you consider us to be aa-

'special
a-

'special'specialspecial' interest .'.' .
We are not aa-

spe
a-

'specialspe'specialspecial' ial iidterestweterest ., 'wewe', * aaree a culturalcultural-
whole

cultural-
wholewhole ."

"II" am totillytotally oPPsedopposed
.
,? to thethe-

use
the-

useuse ofofoutofouroutour animals and fISh forfor-
another

for-
anotheranother culture'scultures' sport andandreoandrereore-re-

creation when we are in diredire-
need

dire-

needneed of these same resourcesresources-
for

resources-
forfor food physically and ccultural-culturalcultural-
ly

ltural .-
Iyly . In light of this , and in lightlight-
of

light-
ofof your conservation concepts ,
sport hunting and fIshing isis-

counter
is-

countercounter to the utilization andand-
wise

and-
wisewise use of very scarce resources .
Such obvious waste and ' con-concon-
spicuous

con-
spicuous

-

practicesshouldspicuous consumption practicespractices-
shouldshouldshouldnotnot even be toleratedtolerated-
by

tolerated-
byby you wwhoo preach conservaconserva-conserva-
tion

.-
tion of resources ," Vaska contin-contincontin-
ued

contin-
ued

-

ued .

"ItIt" is indeed interesting thatthat-
the

that-
thethe State of Alaska is screaming
forscreamingforfor-forformore- mormore freedom from thethe-
gras

the-
graspgrasgrasp of federal control opon ItsIts-

Tesources
its-

resourcesTesourcesresources and ' people when thethe-
State

the-
StateState of AiAlaskaska-skaskais- is notwilling, toto-

give
to-

givegive local control to the locallocal-
mbsistence

local-
subsistencembsistencesubsistence councils . The StateState-
of

State-
ofof Alaska has given littlelittlereai-reaireaireal-

.

Ithassupport to its Native people . It
has been up to the Federal govgov-gov-

ernment
.-

ernment to adequately supportsupportthethe Native people . It took anan-
Act

an-
ActAct of Congress to pass the LandLand-
Claims

Land-
ClaimsClaims Act when the StatehoodStatehood-
Act

Statehood-
ActAct .ignoredignored. Natives a1togethealtogether .
Thus , in its responsibility as aa-

trustee
a-

trusteetrustee for Native people ., JI looklook-
to

look-
toto the Federal . government forfor-
continued

for-
continuedcontinued support of our needs ,
not the State of Alaska untiluntil'ituntilituntil'it-
proves

'itit'it-
proves

'

proves itself11ltinatelyItselfnltimately! ."
'Members , of 'thethethe newly es-eses-

tablished
s-ss-

tablished
-

tablished RurAL CAP StatewideStatewide-
Subsistence

Statewide-
SubsistenceSubsistence Committee . also testes-ttesttest-
rifled

.-
tifiedrifled befobefore-beforebeforethe'- ththe jOjoint boards .,

offering, suggestiomsuggestions and ideasideas-
from

ideas-
fromfrom different partspartsofpartsoofo the'the' state .

But ., perhperhaps.pp. the .feelingsfeelings. ofof-
many

of-
manymany of those . attending thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeetingupinpancan bebestt bee swnmedsummedsummedup,

'
up

in a statement madeade by ArtArt-
Demmert

Art-
DemmertDemmert ' of Craig : '"'WhatWhat' 'thethe'the-
people 'the-
peoplepeople have said hherere 'comescomes'comes-
straight

'comes-
straight

'

straight from their hearts ;: Sub-SubSub-
sistence

Sub-
sistence

--

sistence is diffdifferen'tdifferentteni' '

wle'rewlere,)Jiere' II-
come

I-

comefromcomecome-fromcomefrom'-'fromfrom' , yet it'sits' the ' San\eSaneSane-
too \,anteante-
tootoo ." , -

The FJs4Fish and CameGame saga con-concon-
tinues

n-nn-

tinu
-

Kodiakwhentinutinuess' t1thiss weelweek 'inin'
'-

Kodiak
K-

odiak
'-

Kodiakwhen
.'
Kodiak

when the department 'holdsholds' itsitsfifthfifth regionalregionalworkshopworkshop .


